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Editor’s Note 


We sure happy to bring out this collection of papers read 
at the First All India Symposium on Vastu held on June 
3 and 4, 1995, at the Banquet Hall of the Vidhana Saudha, 
Bangalore. The Symposium was organised by Raman 
Rajeswari Research Foundation, Bangalore. 

Vastu Sastra, an important limb of Jyotisa or astrology, 
is the science and study of ancient architecture and 
engineering. Vastu rules have been followed meticulously 
in temple and town construction of ancient times. Many 
temples, such as the Tirupati Sri Venkatesvara Temple and 
the Ramesvaram Temple are standing monuments to the 
profundity and correctness of Vastu principles. 

As a result of political convulsions in India, the science 
of Jyotisa which includes Vastu, was neglected for a long 
time. Thanks to untiring efforts of Dr. B.V. Raman, Editor, 
The Astrological Magazine, Jyotisa or astrology is being 
revived with great interest in the country. 

The principles of Vastu are now being explored and 
applied with excellent results in the construction of resi¬ 
dential buildings, including official quarters, commercial 
complexes, hotels, amusement centres, business premises, 
public b uildin gs such as schools and hospitals as also 
industries. In fact, renovation and reconstruction of sick 
units in accordance with principles of Vastu have led to 
greater prosperity. 

The goals of this Symposium were: 

1. To bring before discerning public and intelligentsia 
the lost glory of Vastu and its relevance to modem 
times. 

2. To present research findings by Vastu scholars which 
validate ancient Vastu principles. 

3. To promote free exchange of ideas on Vastu between 
scholars of Vastu and modern architects and 
engineers. 
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4. To revive and promote a study of Vastu in its appli¬ 
cation to house construction, public buildings, com¬ 
mercial complexes and construction of temples, 
gurudwaras and other places of worship. 

The fact that the Symposium was held under our banner 
and was able to bring together for the first time best men 
in the field on a national level, was a matter of great 
gratification for all interested in an ancient Vedic culture, 
especially Jyotisa and its various aspects including Vastu 
Vidya. 

Many of the papers presented by galaxy of speakers on 
different aspects of science and technology of Vastu at the 
Symposium could not be included in the Souvenir released 
on the occasion and have been included in this volume. 
A few of the papers have already appeared in the Sympo¬ 
sium Souvenir, but since only a limited number of copies 
were brought out for the occasion, they have also been 
included in this volume. We believe these papers will 
stimulate greater interest in Vastu amongst modern archi¬ 
tects and engineers and impress upon academic bodies the 
need to include this Vedic science in the engineering 
course as part of curriculum. We thank all those who 
presented the papers included in this volume. 

The papers have been divided into three Sections— 
“Vastu and Its Relevance to Modem Times” (Section I); 
“Vastu and Jyotisa” (Section II) and “Vastu and Temple 
Architecture (Section III). However, it has not been pos¬ 
sible to rigidly compartmentalise the papers in terms of 
content into these three sections and some overlapping has 
been unavoidable. 

Thanks are due to Prof. N.M. Kansaria for his commend¬ 
able assistance in thorough revision of the Sanskrit quo¬ 
tations and his transliteration of Sanskrit Slokas and 
terms into the Roman script. 

We are thankful to Mr. J.P. Jain of Motilal Banarsidass 
for having come forward to bring out all papers in a book 
form. 


4.9.1995 


GAYATRI DEVI VASUDEV 
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Section I 

VASTU AND ITS RELEVANCE TO 
MODERN TIMES 










Relevance of Vdstu 


Dr. B.V. Raman* 


A study of ancient literature bearing on Jyotisa medicine, 
Vdstu, etc., will reveal that the vision of ancient sages was 
far more deeply based on, and intimately correlated to the 
realities and values of life than dreamt of in modem times. 

A careful examination of Hindu methodology which is 
necessary for a right understanding of Hindu attainments 
in Vdstu Sastra reveals that the whole movement was 
genuinely and positively scientific, the ultimate goal being 
spiritual; and it was arrested at an important stage due 
to political convulsions. 

Though perception, observation and experiment were the 
main criteria of truth, institutional wisdom, now neglected 
in the name of scientific temper, was mainly responsible 
for development of disciplines like Jyotisa Vastu, etc. 

Today we are surrounded by fanatical advocates of the 
one and only method and that is the so-called scientific 
method. Any one who honestly stresses the limits of this 
scientific method is dubbed as an obscurantist. As White- 
head says: "Today it is our scientists who, entrenched in 
their orthodoxy, are refusing to look at every evidence 
falling outside the purview of their own blinkered 
methodology." 

Ever since Galileo, Descartes and Newton, Western 
scientific culture, confused in India as modem, has been 
obsessed with the so-called rational knowledge, objectivity 
and quantification, that intuition and subjective knowledge 
are completely ignored. 

Many English-educated Indians, while showing a high 
level of intellectual ability, are generally alienated from 
their own scientific and spiritual heritage, of which Vdstu 


* Editor, The Astrological Magazine, "Sri Rajeswari", 115/1. New Extension, 
Sheshadripuram, Bangalore-560 020. 
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forms an important part. 

Many of them are not aware because they are not 
taught, or they have not learnt, of the original contribu¬ 
tions made in ancient India to the cause of knowledge in 
general and science in particular, independent of Western 
influence. 

Whenever reference is made to the importance of Jyotisa, 
Vastu, Prasna, etc., flippant and derogatory views are aired 
in the name of scientific temper, rationalism, etc. Paradoxi¬ 
cally, many of the critics themselves make full use of 
Jyotisa or Vastu when their own interests are involved. 
This schism between logical and analytical on the one 
hand, and intuitive and cognitive on the other, never 
characterised ancient Indian thought. 

We must understand that the frame-work designed by 
the scientist to bring in any knowledge within the purview 
of laws known to it is as brittle as the frame-work of the 
scientists of 16 th century when science in Europe was 
dominated by Church. Galileo was persecuted because he 
expressed views not acceptable to the scientists of those 


foi UC lf ly iS f n ° fear ° f ° Ur meetin g with the same 

fate when claims of some of the scientists are questioned. 

ry' -l- m a , a T W iere even two thousands years ago the 

jf StS and atheiSts| al “g with Acaryas 

mattlv ge h n i, 8 "’ 8 ln IntelIectua l battles which ulti¬ 
mately resulted m the rout of the Carwaka mischief. 

?*”?' 't behoves all patriotic Indians to study. 

herifaa a T*' prlde in their ancient scientific 
heritage and not dismiss it as of no relevance to modern 
times or modem India. 

C T ntial difference between the approach of Rishes 

thM the former is comprehensive, 
mtegrai holistic and spiritual; while the latter is mostly 
adhoc, fragmentary, reductionist and mechanistic. 

According to Indian tradition, eighteen sages, such as 
i- ’ ^ tn ’ Vasi ?tha, Visvakarma, Maya, etc., have estab¬ 
lished the science of Vastu. Amongst the more important 
works we have Visvakarma-Vastu-sastra. Samarangana- 
sutradhara, Mandana-sutradhdra, Rdjasimha-Vdstu 
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Diparnava, Silparatna and Mayamata. There are other 
works which are generally based on one or the other of the 
classics. Vastu is also dealt with in the Agamas, such as 
the Karnikagama, Suprabhedagama, Vaikhanasagama, etc., 
and works on Tantra, such as the Hayasirsa-tantra, Kiranas- 
tantra, and Puranas such as the Agnipurana, Maisyapurana 
and visnudharmottara-purdna, etc. 

It is interesting to note that Dr. Robert Pinotti II, an 
Italian scientist, observed at the World Space Conference 
that in the text of the great classical work on Vastu, 
Samardngana-sutradhdra, there were 230 stanzas devoted 
to the principles of constructing Vimanas and their use in 
peace and war. Dr. Pinotti says that it will be better to 
examine the Hindu texts instead of dismissing the tradi¬ 
tions as myths. 

Vastu. principles are more or less common all over India, 
living from times immemorial as a cultural entity. Vastu 
has retained its traditions for thousands of years and it 
is as relevant today as it was when first propounded. There 
are also Vastu texts for Jainism and Buddhism, such as, 
the Gautamlyam, Bauddhamatam and Caitya. The Vastu 
Silpa traditions is purely Indian in its fundamental con¬ 
cepts and currency. 

There is a belief that the text of the Brhat-samhitd has 
as its source the work Mdnasdra, though there are some 
differences of opinion regarding this. Manasara is a com¬ 
prehensive treatise on architecture and iconography. Ac¬ 
cording to Mr. P.K. Acharya, the editor of the work, it is 
considered to be a “source of all presentations of architec¬ 
ture in Purana and Agama as well as in more specialised 
tc^ts such as the Brilxat Samhita and Afayamata, In fact 
this treatise is identified as a Vastu Sdstra, the first Vastu 
being the earth”. 

Manasara represents the universality of Vastu tradition 
and contains also the iconography of Jain and Buddhist 
images. This work is universally consulted all over India. 

The literature on Vastu can be roughly classified as Silpa 
Sastra and Grha Vastu or Devasilpa and Manavasilpa. It 
is said that the Saivite and Vaisnavite Agamas of various 
persuasions as well as the Grhya Sutras and the Arthasastra 
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contain abundant material on Vastu, but somewhat scat¬ 
tered. 

Of all the various treatises on Vastu, the Mayamata is 
said to occupy a very important place. It is a general 
treatise on Vastu Sastra, written in Sanskrit, but originat¬ 
ing from South India. It is said to be part of Saivite Agamic 
literature free from sectarianism and it might have been 
authored during the Chola period when architecture, it 
describes, had reached the peak of its maturity. In fact 
many Vastu experts and Sthapatis feel that the Mayamata 
is the best known amongst Sanskrit treatises dealing with 
architecture and iconography. The work is coherent. It 
defines Vastu as anywhere wherein immortals or mortals 
live. 

Maya was not only an expert in Vastu but also in Jyotisa. 
Whoever be this Maya, the Mayamata confers on the 
architect the task of putting into practice what is pre¬ 
scribed. Inspite of the constraints, an architect has also 
considerable latitude at his disposal. Sectarianism is com¬ 
pletely absent. Maya has been described as a divine 
architect and an expert as Visvakarman. He is also author 
of the famous astronomical treatise, the Surya-siddhanta, 
a source book for all Pancariga calculations. It is possible 
that both these treatises were authored by the same Maya. 

The uses of Vastu have been well described in the 
Samarangana-sutradhara. What is Vastu? The word Vastu 
is derived from the word vasu, or the earth. The earth is 
the principal Vastu and all the buildings, situated on the 
earth are also Vastu. Apart from this, whatever is created 
from Vastu or objects of the earth are also Vastu: 

cf? ^Idlld Allid % I 

UmKIdlfd cTRJpl dPrjydld, 

bhur eva mukhyam vastu syat tatra Jatani yard hi / 

prasadddini vastuni vastutvat vastu-samsrayat // 

Modern engineers and architects may be interested to 
know that valuable information is also available even in 
respect of materials to be used. For instance, according to 
Hiranyagarbha, there Are different kinds of houses based 
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on the materials used for construction. Built by stones is 
Mandircc, of baked bricks Vastm of raw bricks Sumanta; of 
mud Sudhara; of wooden logs or bamboos Nandaka, of 
varieties of straw Kelina. 

Vdstu Sastra cannot be divorced from Jyotisa. It is 
worthwhile studying by a team of scientists - of course. 
Today many of them are indifferent to most of the great 
disciplines of ancient India. It looks as if in Vdstu much 
importance is given to the Sun's movements in the heavens 
in placing the construction of a house in such a manner 
that more open space is left and more windows and doors 
are provided towards east and north than towards west 
and south so that a house is exposed to maximum 
influence of solar energy. 

To suggest that ancient sages were not aware of the 
existence and operation of various forms of energy coming 
from the Sun is not correct. It is possible that, though not 
said in so many words but explained in a language 
commonly understood, they were aware of different forms 
of energies radiating from the Sun and planets and various 
field-forces in different seasons. 

Modem engineers, house builders and architects will be 
surprised to know how our Vdstu experts devised simple 
methods and most inexpensive contrivancies for examining 
a site, measuring and taking possession of it, orientation, 
etc. They are advised to study carefully what is called 
Ayadivarga. This is said to enable one to find out the 
fitness of the structure and ensure well-being of both the 
builder and owner. Terms like Dhvqjdva, Simhaya, 
Vrsabhaya, Gey ay a, etc., are said to be auspicious; while 
those like Dhumaya, Svdnaya, Kharaya, etc., are inauspi¬ 
cious. 

According to the Samarangana sutradhdra, the ayas 
have to do with measurements of a building. These ayas 
are obtained by a certain manipulation of numbers: 

e.g. (area x 9)/8 - while the remainder indicates the ay a. 
There are also clear indications as to the flaws to be 
avoided in construction of a house to ensure a long life to 
a building and happiness to the owner. For example, the 
Samardnganasutradhdra cautions a house-builder in the 
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following terms: 

■qcjfasi Tjt i 

iTOT: W ^PTT: T ^chiP^chlfl : II 

evamvidham dosakaram grharh syad Bhartus ca kartus 
ca yatas tudete / 

jheyah. sada silpibhir apramattais Tyajyas ca dosah 
subhakirtikamaih // 

A house constructed with any dosas will result in 
suffering to the builder and the owner. Those desiring 
happiness and fame are advised to construct a house 
without any dosas.' 

According to the Visvakarma-prakasika, sixteen dosas 
are possible and these should be avoided: 

■eta e£>©jt cfrnrr ciyltetiH, i 
f%rfq£ ^ oqr^T HTJT II 

fmz tt ^scrrr^ Treyf 733^ u 

andhakam rudhiram caiva kubjam kanarii badhlrakam / 
digvaktram cipitam caiva vyahgqjarh maranam tatha// 
kutilam kubjakam caiva suptam ca Sahkhapalakam / 
vighatam ca kathdrakam kainkaram sodasarh smrtam// 

They are: Andhaka, Rudhira, Kubja, Kana, Badhiraka, 
Digvaktra Cipita Vyahgqja Marana Kutila Kubjaka Supta 
Sahkhapalaka Vighata Katharaka and Kainkara. To men¬ 
tion a few: Andhaka having no windows; Rudhira having 
disproportionate doors; Kubja having small doors, Digvaktra 
having disproportionate windows; Sahkhapalika without 
pillars, Badhiraka having doors without lintels, etc. 

Then there are also ten types of Vedha-dosas: 

t) JIH rjyi I 

cp5* <£t<iir<<dl: TTITp UAIild II 

TT^rryr: iterpr^frT: n 

andhake rogam atulam rudhire ’tisarajam bhayam / 
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kubje kusthddirogah syat kdne ’ndhatvam prajdyate / / 
prthvi-dvdre sorvcL~duhkhcuTi moTCUxam vd prcydycite / 
digvaktre garbhandsah syac cipite nlca-sangatih / / 

Each vedha or obstruction would result in some unfor¬ 
tunate happenings. For instance, Andhcikci-vedhci denotes 
frequent illness to the family. Kubja-vedha denotes Karmic 
diseases like leprosy; Kdna-vedha indicates blindness to 
the owner, etc. It is cautioned that a literal interpretation 
of the results is not called for. 

All these can be studied by modem architects. No house 
of the shape of a triangle should be built as it is said to 
cause early death to the owner and to remain unused for 
a long time: f^PFT (Trikone nidhancuii 

sighram grham dirghcuh nirarthakam ). These details are 
given so that one can have an idea of their depth of the 
study of this problem. 

Other important rules are given for the construction of 
public buildings. According to the Gupta-Vastu, when 
constructing schools and other teaching places, walls in 
the East and North must be constructed first. The South¬ 
ern and Western walls are to be constructed next. It is also 
not advisable to have a common wall for two buildings. 
There are other helpful hints. For instance, if an old house 
is to be reconstructed only new wood should be used. Nor 
should one use old wood for a new construction. There is 
no aspect of human habitat - homes, factories, offices, etc., 
which cannot find a place in the VcLstu scheme. 

After acquiring possession of a site, the first thing is to 
test the soil: TftSRt 'WIcviaFT (Purvam bhumim 

pankseta pasiccd laksanam ucyatdm ). Ancient masters 
have divided the soil into three categories based on its 
quality, viz., the best ( uttama ), the middle one (madhyama), 
and ordinary ( adhama ). The soil should be examined with 
reference to its taste (rasa), colour (uama), touch { sparsa ), 
smell (gandha), etc. 

Architects and engineers will do well to study Vastu 
Sastra in details so that they can appreciate the ancient 
masters, in the words of Michael Jamsen, who was in India 
sometimes ago, after researching in Chinese architecture 
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and who said: 'The Hindu people of the past made full use 
of the Sun's radiance from Jaipur in the North to 
Kancheepuram in the South." 

Look at the temples built in our country more than one 
thousand years ago. Most of them are still intact because 
they were constructed according to Vdstu Sastra which 
takes into consideration the effects of planetary move¬ 
ments, earth's atmosphere, the magnetic and gravitational 
fields and other forces. It is because of these considerations 
that important functions are always done when the Sun 
is in the northern hemisphere or Uttarayana, recognising 
these factors and also the importance of the magnetic field. 
Every object in nature radiates energy in some form or the 
other, which today is said to be amenable to Kirlian 
photography. In Grha -Vdstu, the materials collected for 
building a structure itself, involve the influx and interac¬ 
tion of a series of invisible forces that the time selected 
should be capable of screening off the destructive forces 
and calling into action the constructive ones. 

Then we have the marvellous conception of Vdstu Purusa 
or Space Personified, just as Jyotisa considers Kala Purusa 
or Time Personified. Concepts about Space and Time were 
not new to our ancient sages. They had established a 
scientific concept of not only space and time, but also 
space-time based on their intuitive wisdom. According to 
Sage Vyasa, Time does not exist independently; but it has 
a relative material existence. 

That Time has a form of existence of matter is a concept 
esta lished in modern times by Einstein. The universe is 
a space-time continuum. But, according to sage Vyasa, the 
universe is^ comprehensible only by conceiving it as anni- 
i ation (sunya) of the distinction ( bheda ) between space 
(digdesa) and time {kala). 

Purusa is an important factor in constructing 
uildings. The location of the different parts of a house 
must conform to the position of Vdstu Purusa during 
different months. Astrologically, the beginning of the con¬ 
struction of a building during certain months leads to 
misfortunes, such as financial losses, ill-health, etc., while 
during other months the acquisition of wealth and general 
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happiness are indicated. Vastu Purusa is said to sleep on 
his left with his head to the East during the months of 
Bhadrapada, Asvina and Kartika (August to October); with 
his head to the South during Margaslrsa, Pausa and 
Magha (November to February); with his head to the West 
during Phalguna, Caitra and Vaisakha (February to May) 
and with his head to the North during Jyestha, Asadha and 
Sravana (May to August). No building should be erected on 
the ground covered by his head, his legs, his hands and 
his back, as it is said to prove fatal to the father, wife and 
children, respectively, and cause fear of thieves. The most 
suitable section would be the ground covered by the 
stomach of Vastu Purusa, as it is said to give rise to plenty 
and prosperity. 

There are quite a number of other astrological factors 
which should be considered for fixing the door-frames, 
digging wells and finally for Grha-pravesa or entering a new 
house; this is most important. The importance given to 
Jyotisa by the author of the Mayamata becomes evident 
when he says: A house is to be entered at an auspicious 
time which accords with the owner's horoscope, after doing 
the propitiatory rites. 

Today, scarcity of housing, especially in urban areas is 
so pronounced that it may not be possible to strictly follow 
all the rules of Vastu. Hence experts, learned in its various 
aspects, scientists, engineers, astrological savants and 
architects should debate and decide the Vastu rules that 
can be adapted to suit modem conditions. The importance 
of Vastu in city or town planning and development for the 
welfare of the public cannot be underrated. While forming 
new layouts, town planners should consult engineers and 
architects well-versed both in modem architecture and 
Vastu discipline. Otherwise, many buildings including 
government buildings mostly constructed on some grounds 
may develop cracks in the walls and may even collapse. 
I invite our esteemed Chief Ministers to give due impor¬ 
tance to Vastu in the planning of suburbs. The timing of 
the foundations, etc., of many of the public buildings 
should be based on Vastu and astrological factors if the 
structures have to last long. It is hoped that these 
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observations will receive attention of powers that be. 

Summing up: Vastu is a science of Time and Space, just 
as Jyotisa is also a science of Time. While the approach 
of Vastu Sastra is scientific, the goal is always spiritual. 


Vastu-Vidya* 


Prof. S.K. Ramachandra Rao** 


(I) 


The word 'Vastu etymologically means ‘the place where 
people dwell* (vasanti prdnino 'tra) from the root vas 
dwell’ (moose). The place may either be the ground or land 
on which people reside, or the house and other u g 
people build for their use. The word ‘vastu r ff er ® b °t*\ 
the site on yrtiich buildings are raised and to the buildings 
themselves (oases tunn agare nic ca, as per the n i su 


The early Vedic references (e.g.. Rgoedo^ 10.107.10; 
10.146.3) suggest that the buddings, especially houses, 
more important than the land on which they s oo • ® 

Vedic word for ‘house’ is ‘vesmd meaning that m wmcn 
people enter’ (visanti iti); it could be decorated, consecra e 
and rendered charming and beneficient, like the abode oi 
the gods (RV. 10.107.10: vesma pariskrtam devamaneva 
citranii. The Atharvaveda (5.17.13) even speaks of the spirit 
that chooses to dwell in the houses thus build (na v any . 
prthu-siras tasmin vesmani jay ate). The Amarakosa g*y e ® 
the word ‘vastu! as synonymous with the site w ic 
houses are built (vesmabhur vastur astriydm / • ... 

The word “vdstospatC (the lord of Vastu) occurs in the 
Rgveda 7.54.1) and Sayana explains that this is the spin 
that protects the house [vastospate grhasya palayitar 
deua). This spirit is identified with Indra by Devaraja-yajvan 
in his commentary on the Nighntu. He takes vastu as sigm 
lying mid-region {vastu antariksaw) and ‘vastospati as pro¬ 
tector of this region by virtue of his pervading it. In e 
Vedic context, the mid-region ( antariksa ) signifies e s any 


* Keynote Address delivered at The First All India on ^ stu 

** 305, 6th Cross, I Block. Jaynagar, Bangalore-560 Oil. 
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vault ( antah madhye rksani naksatrani yasya tat), and the 
gods in this sphere include Indra the chief of the gods, vdyu 
the god of winds, paijanya the god of rains, Rudra the god 
of thundering clouds, and the Marud-devatds the gods pre¬ 
siding over breezes and currents. In later literature, the 
gods of this realm were personified as Dik-pdlas the guard¬ 
ians of the eight directions, even as the lord of the heavenly 
region Surya got structured into the nine Grahas. 

Vastospati as the protector of house (grha) or site on 
which the house rests (grha-ksetra ) is intimately related to 
stars and planets above and guardian deities around The 
association of Vastu with Jyotisa (astrology) dates back to 
early Vedic period. More significantly, the expression ‘ Vastu' 
is associated with the Vedic god Rudra, who is described as 
‘vastavya’ in the Satapatha-brahmana (1 7 3 7 ) and the 
Taiitmya-brahmana (1.7.8.15; 3.7.9.7)'and the ' Apastamba- 
srauta-sutra (13.20.1) speak of Vastospati as the lord of house 
[grha-devaia] as also of the site on which it stands [grha- 
ksetra-devata). A house was where the four values of' life 
(purusarthas) were accomplished. In the Samardngana- 
sutradhdra, we read: (Dharmdrt}ia . 

kama-moksanam yad ekam iha kdranam) 

The Smrti texts and the Puranas extended the scope of 
Vastu to include not only residential buildings but all con¬ 
structions for private and public utility. The Garuda-purdna, 
for instance, takes the word vastu in the sense of building 
houses, hamlets and mansions, formation of townships, 
laying out of parks and gardens, construction of commer¬ 
cial streets, forts, temples and monasteries (46 2-3)- 

dvdsa-vdsma-vesmadau pure grdme vanikpathe / 
prasadarama-durgesu devalaya-methesu ca // 

The Arthasdstra (65.1) adds to this list the building of dams 
and digging of tanks: ^ ^ ^ , 

(grhaksetram drdmah setubandhas taddkam ddhdro vd 
vdstuh ). Both these sources include the land on which the 
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buildings and gardens are raised in the definition of Vastu. 

The references in the Puranas and in the texts like the 
Arthasastra (Ch. 45) and the Sukraniti (4.3) suggest the 
existence of the art or the science of building houses, 
palaces, bridges, canals, forts, dams, tanks, roads and 
parks. This was known as Vastu-vidya or Vdstu-karma or 
Vdstu-sastra. Occasionally, this discipline was called just 
Vastu, as in the Garuda-purana (46.1: 

—Vastu samksepato vaksye grhadau 
vighnandsanam ). And, there are references to this art or 
science having been assiduously cultivated by a long line of 
wise sages and expert-engineers. The Matsya-purdna (Ch. 
226), for instance, provides a long list of eighteen experts 
who handed down this art in a traditional manner. They 
are: Bhrgu, Atri, Vasistha, Visvakarma, Yama, Narada, 
Nagnajit, Visalaksa, Aniruddha, Sukra and Brhaspati. The 
text further says that Visnu in his first incarnation as 
Matsya delivered in brief this discipline to the first of 
mortals, Manu wit i 'aRwu'T 

WWgrRH. (Samksepenopadistam yan manave matsyarupind / 
Tad idanim prauaksyami vdstu-sastram anuttamam ). 

(II) 

Whatever the origin of this art or science, of architecture, 
known later as Sthdpatyaveda, of sculpture in its own 
right, and whatever the historicity of the personages 
mentioned above, it is certain that there is a vast literature 
concerning Vastu in Sanskrit. Among the Puranas, Agni 
(Ch. 104, concerning mansions and palaces: Ch. 105, 
concerning houses), GarucLa (Ch. 46, about building houses, 
gardens, forts, temples and monasteries), Brahmanda (Ch. 
7, about building houses), Bhavisya (Ch. 130, about 
building mansions), Matsya (Ch. 225, about pillars: Ch. 
257, about selection of wood for construction: Ch. 258, 
about measurements: Ch. 269, about houses and palaces) 
and Skanda contain interesting material for architects. 

The Maya-mata, or Maya-vastu-sdstra includes sections 
on measurements for houses, on the four types of houses, 
and on the rituals for occupation of the built house. The 
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Manusydlaya-candrikd (in 65 verses), the Visvakarma- 
vdstu-sastra (in 81 chapters), the Maya-vastu (in 4 chap¬ 
ters), the Kasyapa-silpa (in 88 patalas), the Samarangana- 
sutradhara (in 83 chapters), the Aparajita-prccha (in 239 
sutras), the -Manasdra (in 70 chapters), the Arthasastra, 
the Vastu-kandalu the Yukti-kalpatara, the Vastu-tattua (by 
Ganapati-sisya), the Vastu-yoga-tattva (by Raghunandana 
Bhattacarya), the Manasollasa (by Calukya Somesvara), 
the Vastuvidya (dealing with doors, walls and roofs of 
houses), the Visvakarma-prakdsa (Ch. 7, about selection of 
sites; Ch. 8, about proper time to commence construction 
of houses; Ch. 10, about ayavyayadi calculations; Ch. 12, 
about types of houses; Ch. 13, about doors and their 
measurements; Ch. 14, about pillars; Ch. 15, about divi¬ 
sions and apartments, etc.) and Sanatkumdra-vdslu-sdstra 
(dealing with examination of the site, etc.) are the most 
noteworthy works on VasLu. Sastra. And, there are also 
works which concern themselves with astrological consid¬ 
erations in building a house. The last work mentioned 
above deals with proper constellation (Ch. 2, Naksatra- 
graha-yoga-vidhQ, planetaiy positions favourable to the 
house (Ch. 3, grha-lagna-vidhQ , and suitable period for 
occupations of the house (Ch. 8, grha-pravesa). Sripati’s 
Ratnamald is another manual of house-building mainly on 
astrological considerations (Ch. 17, vasLu-prakarana). The 
Laghu-silpa-jyotisdra of Sivarama is meant to explain briefly 
elaborate the astrological background for the science of 
architecture, especially construction of houses: 

3TRHlly[S5T WTRTTTtTTEFTRTSIT I 

'Uldc)cpi>j)-^c<: u 

OTfyrRd' cfKHil xT I 

TnfyRRT chIcH TTsfo II 

f ^Pddlyii fcj y iPd : i 

^fsirTTfr fyivM u 

dyarasis ca naksatram vyayas tararh sakas tatha / 
grahamaitri rasimaitri nativedaganen dauah // 
adhipatyam varalagne tithyutpatlis tahaiva ca / 
adhipatyam vargavalmam tathaiua yonivairakam / / 
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Rksavaisam sthitir ndso laksanany ekavimsatih / 
Kathitani munisrestha silpividbhir grhadisu // 

Vastu as art or science of architecture comes in for 
elaborate treatment in the Agamas and Silpa-sastra texts. 
Among topics discussed in great detail is the Vastu-purusa 
as unified personification of forces and spirits that dwell 
in the site divided into a number of cells (padas). The 
conception of Vastu-purusa is well-known. It suffices to 
remember that Vastu-purusa is essentially an abstraction 
based entirely on the site-plan ( pada-vinyasa ) and that the 
Vastu-deities of plan-cells must properly be propitiated 
before construction of the site commences ( vastu-samana .). 
We see here a recurrence of Vedic mythology about the 
everlasting fight between Indra as chief of the gods and 
Vrtra the demon of drought. Vrtra is here the asura ( Vastu- 
purusa ) that signifies birth and all that it contains. And 
Indra as Vastospati has to hold him in check. Vastu is 
aggression against antariksa, as any construction on earth, 
in fact, is. This is corrected by a ritual known as Vastu- 
prasamana. It must also be noted that the god of earth in 
the Vedic context is Agni, even as Indra or Vdsu is the god 
of the mid-region (antariksasthana) and Suiya of the 
heavens ( dyusthdna ). Agni located in a house is gdrha- 
patyagni, a representative of Surya or Indra. The propitia¬ 
tion of Agni everyday in the ritual of Agnihotra is to 
counteract the power of asura, Vastu. Propitiation of Vastu- 
purusa is indicated not only while building a house, but 
also while effecting repairs, renovating an old construction, 
and making additions to an already built house. And, care 
must be taken not to violate marma-sthanas, sandhis, 
rajjus and nadis of the site-plan for they are all vital in 
their influences on the inhabitants: 

eUtfJMVHH • • II 

jirnoddhare tathodyane tatha grhanivesane / 
dvarabhivardhane tadvat prasadesu grhesu ca / 
vas tupasamam kuryat // 
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Broadly in the Matsya-purana (Ch. 228), architectural 
considerations are divided into two areas: construction of 
temples ( alaya-vastu ) and building of houses ( grha-vastu ). 
The latter division includes building of palaces ( prasada), 
forts (durga) and ordinary houses ( grha ), digging step-wells, 
wells and tanks [vapl-kupa-tadaka) and laying out parks 
and gardens [udyana). However, much of the attention is 
devoted to the residences of kings [raja), princes ( yuvaraja ), 
commanders ( senapati ), counsellors [mantri), feudal chief¬ 
tains [sdmanta) and officials [duta-karmantika). Details of 
a plan depend upon the measurement of central area of 
the site, which is also called brahma [hrdaye sa tu pujyate). 
The principle followed is this: ^ I wtl 

[garbhamdnena manam tu sarvavastusu sasyate). 

The texts mentioned above also prescribe where different 
functional apartments of a house (like kitchen, bath-room, 
store, etc.) must be located, what the advantages and disad¬ 
vantages are with regard to particular orientation of the 
house [dih-mukha), the type of the house [sarvatobhadra, 
nandyavarta, swastika, etc.), the placement and number of 
doors [dvdra) and pillars [stambha), the trees and plants 
that must be grown around a house [vrksa), and so on. 
Accounts contained in these books would surely be inter¬ 
esting to a student of religious as well as secular architec¬ 
ture. 

But our present interest lies in certain basic ideas gov¬ 
erning construction of houses. It may be noted that plans 
and measurements of buildings originated in the Sulba- 
sutras, which were supplementary treatises to the 
Kalpasutras. The Sulba-sutras pertain mainly to measure¬ 
ments and constructions of different kinds of altars [citi, 
vedi). In the Vedic ideology, sacrificial altar is the represen¬ 
tation in miniature of the entire universe; and is, therefore, 
extremely important. It must be properly planned, accu¬ 
rately measured and suitable located. Different sacrifices 
have their own appropriate altars (like samiki-vedv paitrki- 
vedi, etc.). Baudhayana and Apastamba enumerate several 
altars constructed out of bricks. The Taittinya Sarhhita 
(5.5.-11) mentions that altars are of diverse shapes. The 
Sulba-sutras provide general rules for construction of these 
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altars as abodes of sacred fire. They are in two main divi¬ 
sions: Manava Sulba-sutras and Maitrdyaniya Sulba-sutras. 

All Indian architecture has grown out to these Sulba- 
sutras. To apply the principles enunciated in these aphoris¬ 
tic texts to buildings for religious and secular use, they had 
to make relevant changes, with ommissions, additions and 
alternations. The Kamikagama (41.57) suggests that build¬ 
ings must be constructed with rational planning and taste, 
making necessary changes in scriptural prescriptions: 

The expression * uhd-pratyuha' is interesting. 'Uha' is 
conjecture or hypothetical reasoning for appropriate addi¬ 
tions, functionally relevant and structurally viable; pratyuha 
(or apoha) relates to omissions. The former refers to built 
area while the latter to unfilled spaces. The Mdnasdra 
(20.105-106) insists that whatever the scriptural injunc¬ 
tions, clever architect must use his intelligence and dis¬ 
cretion to make the building useful and delightful. The 
counsel of expert architect is of greater importance than 
canonical principles: 

'SJPT WtAeJ ^ fcteir) I 

oiiiufycW «h4<)NcBT *1^ II 

pujyarh vyayarh samam eva tatra doso na vidyate / 
dyddhikam vyayarh hinam sarva-sampatkaram tathd / 
dyahinam vyayddhikyarh sarvadosakaram bhavet // 

The Yukti-kalpataru (section on Raja-grha-yuktQ suggests 
that the rules provided in Vastu texts are only broad guide¬ 
lines ( niyama ); the actual principles to be followed while 
building a house are to be pragmatic and rational; and the 
architect is a best judge: 

However, the Vastu principles are inalienably linked 
with astrological considerations, for a building is not only 
to serve practiced and immediate purposes, but to make for 
gain, happiness, longevity and prosperity of the inhabit¬ 
ants of the house. The several inherent and occasional 
defects of a house (grha-dosa) resulting in loss, poverty, 
misfortune and so on are also to be avoided or undone. 
The architect must, therefore, understand the relevant 



20 


VASTU, ASTROLOGY AND ARCHITECTURE 


astrological particulars. In his Brhat-samhitd (53.1) 
Varahamihira sets about to explain the art and science of 
architecture, which has been handed down in a long line 
of sages for the edifications of clever and trusted astrolo¬ 
gers: 

cU^HMiOTrT: I 

vastujndnamathdtah kamalabhavane muniparampara- 

yatam / 

kriyate'dhuna mayedam uidagdha samvatsara prityai// 

There are considerations like ayadi-sadvarga, i.e., a set 
of formulae concerning six main proportions (viz., aya, 
vyaya, rksa, yoni vara, tithi together with amsa relevant 
for the sancita type of buildings), to conform to the six main 
architectural limbs (viz., base, column, entablature, wings, 
roof and dome). These formulae involve astrological details 
with numerical correspondences ( aya 12, vyaya 10, rksa 
27, yoni 8, vara 7, tithi 30 and amsa 9). The measurements 
pertaining to breadth ( vistara ) by formulae under vyaya 
and yoni and those pertaining to height ( ucchraya ) by 
formulae under vara and tithi The calculations are meant 
to predict gain or loss by the principles like those quoted 
above in the verse "Pujayarh' etc. 

These considerations, relevant as they are architectur¬ 
ally, also suggest measurements for the buildings which are 
of practical importance. When for instance, the height of 
the building ( utsedha ) is equal to the breadth in ganya- 
mdna units, it is called ‘pacific’ (santika); if it is one-fourth 
(1/4) of the breadth, it is ‘nourishing’ ( paustika ); the inhab¬ 
itants will be strong, celebrated and wealthy. If the height is 
one-half (1/2) of the breadth, it is ‘victory-giving’ {jayada): 
the inhabitants will find happiness, and the building will be 
charming. If it is three-fourth (3/4), it is ‘wealth-giving’ 
(dhanada ), also called sarva-kamika; it is excellent in all 
respects. If the height is twice the breadth, it is marvellous 
(adbhuta)-, the building will be lofty, eminent and awe¬ 
inspiring. 

Determination of the direction in which a building is 
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oriented is an important consideration. Known as dig-vidik- 
sarhsthdna it consists of an ascertainment of the cardinal 
points. The Yukti-kalapataru has a section on the divisions 
of the house-site ( vdstu-bhdga ) in terms of death (mrtyu), 
fear ( bhaya ), firmness ( sthira ), force ( canda ), wealth ( dhana ), 
prosperity ( vibhava ), valour (inra) and hot (tdpa), 
corresponding to the directions, South, South-West, West, 
North-West, North, North-East, East and South-East, 
respectively: 

&rr TTcf ^ I 

mrtyur bhayah sthiras cando dhanarh vibhava eva ca / 
viras tapas ca ity astau vastubhaga yathd kramam / / 
yarnanairrtatoyesavayuya ksesa samkardh / 
indro vahnir iti prokta vibhdgdndm adhisvarah / / 

These divisions are meant to locate the apartments of a 
place or mansion. 

The second consideration of significance is the determi¬ 
nation of direction which a building should face ( vastu - 
sthdna-nirnaya). If a house faces the West, it is called 
banner ( dhvcya ), and it secures prosperity for the inhab¬ 
itant; if it faces the North-West, it is called smoke (dhuma) 
and spells disaster for the residents; if it faces the North, 
it is lion (sirhha) and foretells enjoyment; if it faces the 
North-East, it is dog (sua) and forebodes total loss; if it 
faces the East, it is bull (ursa) and forecasts happiness; if 
it faces the South-East, it is donkey {gardabha) and spells 
ruin; if it faces the South, it is elephant {gaja) and the 
outcome is wealth; and if it faces the South-West, it is crow 
(kaka) and predicts death and disaster: 

set sfr sjwstt «srr *n*r: < 

ftnfa: II 

f^fhTT: *4*11*1: I 

dhvcyo dhumastathd sirhhah sva vrso gardabha gajah / 
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kaka ityesa gadito vastusthanarsya nirnayah // 
dhvqje vibhutirvipadasca dhiune sirhhe uibhogah suni 
sarvanasah / 

vrse sukham gardabhato vinaso gaje dhanam kdkapa.de 
ca mrtyuh // 

It may be noted that houses facing the four main directions 
are beneficient, while those facing the corner points fore¬ 
bode evil. 

Further, the planning of a house with regard to corner 
lines ( konarekha ) and pole-lengths ( danda ) with different 
directional orientations become relevant. For instance, if 
the pole-length runs East-West, it is called Udaya-danda, 
and it augurs well; if, on the other hand, the pole length 
is South-North in orientation, it is called yama-danda, and 
it forebodes destruction of the family. The architect must 
plan in such a way that the evils of pole-lengths are 
avoided: 

purvapascimato dandah udayakhyah sukhavahah / 
daksinottarato dando vamsaha yamadandakah // 

There are many defects that one must avoid in building a 
house; defects pertaining to site-cells (padaghdta), defects 
in the moat-area of the site-plan iparikhdghdtci) , defects in 
the forcelines in the plan (pathaghdta), defects concerning 
the availability of water ( jaladosa ), defects emanating from 
the plants and trees around a house [vrksa-dosa) . These 
defects are said to forebode loss of children, wealth, health 
and happiness. 

These are also rules pertaining to location, number and 
nature of the doors. The Brhat-samhitd (53.72-80) speaks of 
defective planning of doors leading to distress and disaster 
Iduara-dosa). Doors must be planned in the four major 
directions, and not in the corners, according to the Agni- 
purdna (104.24): , ( Dfcsu. dvdrarii 

karyani na vidiksu kadacana). However, entering a house 
by door in the southern directions is commended by the 
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Matsya-purdna (255.29). The main door must be shaped 
like a plough ( Manasara , 9.360: hsisk 
[Mahadvaram langalakdrasamnibham) and must be in two 
panels 

Wood to be chosen for the doors of a house is also 
specified; the rear door must be in the east and made of 
plaksa- wood, the door on the southern side must be the 
main door and made of plaksa-wood, the door on the south¬ 
ern side must be the main door and made in udumdara- 
wood; the door on the west should be in asuattha-wood, and 
the door on the northern side in nyagrodha-wood 
[Matsyapurana, 264.5.15). 

Likewise, the texts like Suprabhedagama (31.4, etc.) and 
the Manasara (9.360) provide regulations about the walls 
and their measurements ( bhitttmdna ). 

The Vastu texts also provide prescriptions about direc¬ 
tions which are suitable for several apartments necessary 
in a household. The prescriptions are by no means uniform. 
There is a fair degree of agreement as to the main apart¬ 
ments like kitchen, room of worship, bed-room and so on. 

North-East, the direction over which Isdna presides, is 
suitable for a room for the household gods (devatagara), 
according to all texts. The Kamikagama (35.177-191), how¬ 
ever would have the kitchen (pacana-sthana ) also in this 
direction. 

East is Indra's direction. The Kamikagama prescribes 
dining hall ( bhojana-sthdna ) to be located here. The Vdstu- 
tattua would have a common room ( sarva-vastu-grha ) as 
well as bath room ( snana-grha ) in this direction (cf. also 
Vastu-prabandha, 2.25-26). 

South-East is the direction where Agni, the fire-god, is 
the deity. Kitchen ( pacandlaya ) is to be located here, ac¬ 
cording to most of the texts. The Vastu-prabandha calls the 
kitchen ‘pacanalaya’, while the Silpasdstra-samgraha (9.24- 
28) calls it 4 paka-sadanaL 

South is Yama's direction. The Kamilkagama, the Vdstu- 
tattva and the Vastu-prabandha prescribe that bed-room 
[sayandgdra / sayana-sthdna) should find its place here. 

South-West, presided by Nirrti, is the direction in 
which all things required for running the household 
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( grhasyopaskaram saruam) according to the Matsyapurana, 
264.33-36) are stored; it is also the direction in which 
armoury (sastragrha/ayudhalaya), according to the Vastu- 
tattva and the Kamikagama, and library ( sastra-mandira ), 
according to the Vastu-prabandha, are also to be located. 
According to the Matsyapurana, bath-room should be lo¬ 
cated outside the house in this direction. 

The Silpasdstra-sara-samgraha (9.24-28) suggests that 
toilet ( punsa-tyaga-mandira ) be located between the South 
and South-West [ydmya-nairrtyayor madhye); the text would 
have the delivery-room ( sutika-geha) in the South-Westerly 
direction. 

West is the quarter of Varuna. The Kamikagama wants 
water-storage ( udkalaya. ) here; the Vastu-tattua would have 
dining room ( bhojana-gara ) here, as well as study-room 
(vidydbhyasa-grha). 

North-West is presided over by Vayu. Here must be lo¬ 
cated cattleshed ( gosatthagara ). according to the 
Kamikagama, and store-room for grains ( dhanya-grha ) ac¬ 
cording to the Vastu-prabandha, and store-room for wealth 
as well as grains, according to the Matsyapurana. Outside 
the house, in this direction, must be work-house ( karma- 
sale i), according to the Matsyapurana. 

The Silpasdstra-sara-samgraha suggests that the apart¬ 
ment for enjoyment ( rati-geha ) be located in between the 
North-West and North. The Vastu-prabandha would place 
cattle-shed ( pasu-mandira ) here. 

North is Kubera's quarter. It is, therefore proper that 
treasury (dhandlaya/ bhanddra/ kosa/ dravydlaya) should 
find its place here. All the texts prescribe this. 

The Silpasdstra-sara-samgraha suggests that medicines 
and herbs ( ausadhdrtha] ) be stored in between North and 
North-East. 

It may be noticed that above prescriptions are based on 
the supposed personality and functions of the guardians of 
eight directions, as crystallized in the Puranas, Epics and 
Smrti texts. They together represent the space or the uni¬ 
verse, of which a house is but a representation. The lord of 
a house [grha-devata) is attended by these guardian-spirits, 
who must occupy their proper positions within the sire- 
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plan. Vastu, in fact, refers to a place where human beings 
reside with immortal spirits, according to the Mayamata 

C 2.1 ). 

It remains to be mentioned that Vastu-vidya has not 
only a great antiquity but considerable literature. It is 
regrettable that despite a phenomenal increase of interest 
in Vastu of late, the study of the extant literature on the 
subject is sadly neglected, thus occasioning a rich harvest 
of charlatans. It is not often realized that Vastu-vidya is 
a comprehensive discipline, and all aspects thereof must 
be taken into account, before suggestions for Vastu alter¬ 
ations and planning are made. In fact Vastu is a collective 
expression: 

vdstusamuhiko ndma dipyate sarvatas tu yah / 

The Manasdra (7.268-269) says that mere speculations 
with regard to alterations of a house should not be 
entertained, for a house when completed and constructed 
is an organic whole and must not be mutilated on any 
account: 

tTWrJ fti&Mfa: Vl^ II 

ajhandd angahinam ca karta vinasyati / 

tasmattu silpibhih prajhair uhapeksottan na yojayet/ / 

Should, by necessity, an alteration needs to be effected, 
then the textual prescription must be followed meticu¬ 
lously. A comprehensive acquaintance with Vastu-sastra is, 
therefore, a sine qua non for a practitioner or Vastu, who is 
competent to suggest wholesome changes in an already 
built house. It must also be recognized that much of the 
Vastu provisions relate to the site (grha-ksetra ) on which a 
house is built, and the planning ( pada-vinyasa ) that is done 
prior to construction. The initial and preparatory pacifica¬ 
tion of the deities in the site-cells (vastupasamana) is in¬ 
sisted upon in all the Vastu texts as indispensable. 

The Mayamata (2.2) which speaks of four kinds of Vastu, 
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viz., the site, building, mode of conveyance and furniture, 
says that the site is the most important Vastu, for all 
others depend upon it; it is the first among Vastus 
chronologically and provides a foundation for the world: 

rai hi Pi wt ^ i 

puitH ^ ^Ml-U^lfd % | 

bhumi prasadaydnani sayanam ca caturuidham / 
bhur eva mukhyavcistu syat tatra ca jatanya nyani hi / 
bhutanam ddtbhutatvdd ddharatuqj jagatsthiteh // 

The Agnipurana (106.1) even mentions that the area of the 
town or village in which a house is built must also be taken 
into account ( nagaradika vastu). The character or person¬ 
ality of a house varies with where it is located. According 
to the Manasdra (36.1-96), a house may be built in a 
village, a town, a settlement, a suburb, a grove, a hermit¬ 
age, near a hill of river. The architect should plan a house 
in accordance with these details. And whatever man makes 
is secondary [gauna) Vastu, while the site is the principle 
one, according to the Mayamata (2.6). The natural lay of 
a land is the principle Vastu. 

The house is not to be regarded as an isolated pheno¬ 
mena; its plan should be in reasonable consonance with the 
surroundings; and of course, the owner's personal details 
ascertained by astrological considerations, and also his 
tastes must be taken into account. The owner should spend 
his honestly earned wealth and build the house, and fur¬ 
nish it with his own efforts. He will then be happy in the 
house, even as a planet in its own habitat. Thus, we read in 
the Yukti-kalpataru: what the books say about the king 
applied to anyone who builds a house. 
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REFERENCES AND NOTES 

Besides the works on Vastu mentioned earlier in the text, there are 
several manuscripts dealing with the subject in the oriental libraries like 
the one in Mysore, Baroda, Trivandrum and Chennai. A list of manu¬ 
scripts consulted by me is given below: 

1. Vastu mandana ; 

2. Grha-vdstu-sdra ; 

3. Nirdosa-vastu ; 

4. Vastu-cakra (Viksacarya); 

5. Vastu-sastra (of Bhojadeva); 

6. Vdstu-manjari; 

7. Vastu-vadhikdra; 

8. Vdstu-ratnavalu 

9. Vastu-vidhi; 

10. Vastu-paddhati; 

11. Vastu-tilaka (of Kesava); 

12. Vastu-vidydpati (of Vasudeva); 

13. Vdstu-sankhya (of Todarananda); 

14. Ayadi-laksana; 

15. Kumdra-vdstu; 

16. Prasada-nirnaya; 

17. Visvambhara-vastu: and 

18. Mana-vijndna. 


The Status and Relevance 
of Vastu in the 
Contemporary Context 

V. Ganapati Sthapati 


According to a report of W.H.O. that appeared in the New 
York Times, the scientists of USA have declared 2000 
buildings as sick. The sickness is attributed to the disor¬ 
derly arrangement of spaces within the built environment. 
They say that such residential buildings are found to be 
the sources of mental and physical disorders. 

At the time when the Vastu conscience has started 
wielding its sway all over the world, the organisation of a 
symposium of this kind on Vastu by Dr. B.V. Raman, an 
international authority on Jyotisa, is most welcome. This 
symposium will strengthen the hands of the Vastu tradition 
and add another dimension to the contemporary architec¬ 
ture. On behalf of the Silpis, I thank the doyen astrologer 
whose admirers take delight in equating his services with 
those of Varahamihira of historic fame. 

The individual and independent role of the Vastu tradi¬ 
tion in providing not only physical or material welfare but 
also spiritual well being is justified in the erstwhile exist¬ 
ence of 32 sastras, followed by Silpi guilds of Bharat. The 
Silpis were essentially advains, possessing a rare Veda 
called the Pranava Veda, traditionally said to have existed 
independently of the four Vedas by some, or one as a part 
of the Atharva Veda by some other. That the designer- 
builder-sculptor, known as ‘Sthapati was well versed in the 
Vedas is clearly stated in all the Vastu Sastras. The 
Mayamatam, the most ancient authoritative work on vastu 
says: 


WrfrT: Tumrpun- WI: 
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Sthdnadhipatih yasmat tasmat sthapatir ucyate / 
Sthapatih sarvasdstrajno vedavic chdstra paragah / / 

Even the markers, carvers and joiners working under the 
Sthapatis were Vedic scholars, says the Manasdra: 

^ ^§T?T: VH^IVtTO ) I 
fg^R?r: sjersrssr I 

srutqjfiah sutragrahi ca rekhcijnah sdstravittamah / 
vicarqjfiah srutajnas ca citrakarmcyna vardhaki / 
taksakah srutisastrqjfiah sarvalaksanasampannah / 

It will not be an exaggeration to say that the Vastu Silpa 
tradition was mostly responsible for the culture and civi¬ 
lization which we feel proud of even today. I am happy to 
say, to highlight this aspect of Indian culture, an academy 
called ‘Vishakarma Sahitya Academy’ is established in 
Madras with eminent scholars in Vedic lore and Sanskrit 
literature, drawn mostly from Karnataka, Andhra and 
Kerala as resource persons. The aim of the academy is to 
collect all technical material on Vastu found scattered in 
Vedas, Agamas, Itihdsas, Puranas, Kavyas, Sangita and 
Natya Sastras, and present them to the contemporary 
community of architects and Sthapatis for their profes¬ 
sional enrichment. 

This symposium on Vastu, according to Raman and 
Rajeswari Research Foundation, and according to what I 
feel, is to identify the role of Jyotisa in Vastu and that of 
Vastu in Jyotisa. In the primary note circulated among the 
delegates, by the organisers of this meet, the Vastu is 
stated to be a limb of Jyotisa. Though at one context oi 
experiencing with the built space, certain astronomical and 
astrological aspects are taken into consideration, Vastu has 
an identity of its own, in as much as Jyotisa has its own 
identity. This is because the house building is designed to 
be a living organism with capacity to pulsate from within, 
like a human being, and resonate with the pulsation of the 
individual or family members occupying the built-space. 
The master of the house is actually wedded to the house. 
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by a set of rare astronomical formulae called Ayadi-sutra 
just as we do calculations for a boy to be married to a girl. 

Jyotisa is a discipline belonging to the six Veddfxgas , 
viz., Siksa or the science of proper articulation, Chandas 
or the science of prosody, Vydkarana or grammar, Nirukta 
or etymological explanation of difficult Vedic words, Jyotisa 
or astronomy, and Kalpa or ritual or ceremonial. 

In the cultural domain of the Vedas there is another 
group of five disciplines, called Upavedas, viz., Ndtyaveda 
or ance attached to the Atharvaveda, Gandharvaveda or 

u S1 £ att f ch ® d t0 thC S6jna : veda - Dhanurveda or Military 
attached to the Yajurveda, Ayurveda or Medicine attached 
to the Atharvaveda, and Sthdpatyaveda or Art and Archi- 
lecture attached to the Atharvaveda 

But the Silpis of South Indian also refer to another set 

° V *f'’ ^ a ^ daueda or poetry, Gandharvaveda 

or music, Nafyaveda or dance, Vdstuveda or Architecture, 
and Silpaveda or Sculpture. The last two, viz., Vdstu and 
Silpa are collectively called Sthdpatyaveda. There are other 

v^d ini°’ sucl \ as .^^edo, Arthaveda and Vdstu- 
viclya, juxtaposed to Sabdaveda or Vdgveda 

fiVC U P avedas - one would find 
fo™1hrel 7 r a distinct 'categories of Universes, the 
ir^ulated . S H f Under Sabda -P™P*hca (universe of 
under ZhnT for T S ’ Le - WOrds) and the other two 
obi UniVCrSe Material forms, i.e.. 
rooted in DM 6 . know that the Sabda-prapanca is 
not ^ical to T nd Ndd ^rahman. If this is so, is it 
any other BraJirn W q v Artha ~P ra P adc a is rooted in 

rooted TT 1116 teChniCal tradition says that 

is rooted in a subtle matter called Light And this 

substance called Light is rooted in Ar+hu ^ “ 
Vn<zhi-hrr,hTr,„„ c fi luoiea in Artha-brahman or 

and confirmed th°’ e technical tradition has identified 

light Th ^ tv! he 6X1Stence of mother OM called OM- 

eTandXt 1 ^^ = UPP ° rt ^ 

t wrtrfr nHidcd tp- ^ , 

fwTET: Vt II 
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dve brahmanl veditavye sabdabrahma pararix ca yat / 

sabdabrahmani nisnatah param brahmadhigacchati // 

It says that there are two Brahmans, one is Sabda- 
brahman and the other is Para-brahman, which according 
to the technical tradition is Artha-brahman or Vastu- 
brahman. It also says that he who is able to understand 
the dynamics of the Sabda-brahman will alone be able to 
appreciate the existence and dynamics of the Para-brahman 
or the Artha-brahman. This concept is further simplified, 
abridged and implied in the epithets like Vagartha and 
Padartha. 

This phenomena would lead us to the conclusion that 
we must have had two distinct Vedas —one as Vagveda and 
the other as Vastuveda, they look like the two sides of a 
coin, as word and form, both being inseparable. In fact, the 
visual forms and the aural forms point to one entity which 
is denoted by the word Parabrahman in the foregoing verse. 
The Siplis regard this Parabrahman as Parauastu. 

As a corrolary, it may be stated that in as much as there 
is grammar for sound forms (language) called Vyakarana, 
it is logical to say that there should be a similar Vyakarana 
for visual forms. And this grammar of visual forms is called 
Vdstu Sasha, applicable to two levels of expression, one at 
subtle or inner level and the other at gross or outer level. 
This can be interpreted that sound technology and Vdstu 
technology are but two streams of expression with a 
common base—technological and scientific. 

Architecture, whether ancient or modem, is concerned 
with spaces and configuration of spaces. On that account, 
architecture is defined as a science of spaces. The Sabda- 
prapahca and the Artha-prapahca are spaces and objects 
of the universe are also spaces. Even the universe wherein 
we are all suspended is also a space. These are all 
existential spaces. 

There is one concept which we have to appreciate before 
we speak of space and spatial forms. Spaces, be they subtle 
of gross, should have three dimensions, viz., length, breath 
and depth, if they are to exist. Two dimensional things do 
not or cannot exist in this universe. For instance, a sheet 
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of paper with length and breadth looking two dimensional, 
cannot exist if there is no thickness, which is the third 
dimension. So, when we speak of spaces, we have to 
assume that they are all Tri-dimensional. This would apply 
to music and dance as to sculpture and architecture, 
because sound is as much a matter as light is also a 
matter, though subtle. So, Vastu Sastra is very much 
concerned with spaces, i.e. Tri-dimensional spaces. 

When we speak of spaces, we have to introduce you the 
existence of spaces at three levels, viz., the universal 
spaces that surrounds all objects of nature, our inner 
space which is a part of the outer space, and finally the 
earthly space which has erupted out of the outer celestial 
space. All these spaces have the innate capacity of going 
into experience and vibrating the experience into spatial 
forms. This is Vastu Veda , a core science on which the 
whole corpus of Vastu is anchored. 

Now, let me say a few words on the origin and quality 
of space, both at subtle and gross levels and show how they 
are incorporated in the technology of Vastu for raising 
buildings and preparing the layout of towns and villages. 

As referred to earlier, the Vastu principles are founded 
on a unique science of space with its origin in the 
primordial energy called Brahman . According to the Taittinya 
Upanisad , from Brahman evolved the space, first. And from 
the space came forth air, fire, water and earth: 

3T|cbi?i: ThjTT: I 3TTcLII dl^HpR: I 
3P%TTTT: | 3^WT: Tjfsjcft | 3TtWT: I 

tasmdd va etasmad atmanah akasah sari^ibhutah/ okas ad 
vdyuh / Vdyor agnih / 

agner apah/ Adbhyah prthivl /Prthivya osadhayah / / 


The primordial energy, according to technical tradition, 
is called Vastu and the elemental substances that issued 
forth thereafter are all called manifest energies. The word 
Vastu is derived from the root ‘uas’ to dwell or to exist. That 
substance which is subtle and eternal is called Para Vastu. 
So. Vastu is a common term denoting both gross and 
subtle substances. Therefore, the manifest energies or 
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material energies are technically called Vastus. What is 
very significant in this context is that in each of the space, 
air, water, fire and earth, the primordial energy dwells 
without which these Vastus cannot function. The particle 
of energy dwelling in all the above-said substances as also 
in all the objects of the Universe is, therefore, called Vastu 
Purusa, Purusa meaning energy. Therefore, we are all 
Vastus and the energy dwelling in us is Vastu Purusa. The 
word Vastu Purusa can be interpreted as embodied energy 
or material energy. In fine, it must be clear that Vastu is 
‘energy with matter* and Vastu is ‘matter with energy. If 
we look at the whole phenomenon of Brahman evolving into 
material form, namely, earth and abstract it into a maxim 
it would sound that it is ‘the subtle that turns into gross. 
This phenomenon, stated technically, would run into a fact 
of science, viz., that it is 4 vastu* that turns into Vastu . 
Hence, the sutra ‘Vastu is Vastu i*. 

This space that has been referred to above is the space 
filled with energy. A part of the energetic space, we all 
know, lives in our physical body whereby we call it inner 
space, by which we are all called living beings. It is this 
free space that turns into or metamorphoses into Earth. 
From this the technical tradition has evolved a unique 
scientific theory about space and spatial forms. To restate 
that theory briefly in this When a part of the free space 
is isolated and enclosed by a four walled structure called 
building, it becomes a living organism and pulsates like a 
human being. The building is, therefore, an embodied 
energy, and has come to be called technically 4 Prasada- 
purusa !, prasada meaning building, just like the energy 
contained in the earth is called 4 Bhurrd-purusa or Vastu 
purusa!. 

Primarily, the outer space ( bahirakasa i) has a unique 
quality of experiencing and vibrating its experience into 
spatial forms, in an order, in as much as our inner space 
has the quality of experiencing and vibrating its experi¬ 
ences into spatial forms inwardly first and replicating them 
into material forms later, outwardly. In the same way, the 
earth, being a living organism, is capable of experiencing 
and sending forth waves of energy through its vibrations. 



34 


VASTU, ASTROLOGY AND ARCHITECTURE 


What is that phenomenon which looks common for all the 
three spaces? They all invariably pulsate and gush forth 
waves of energy, on account of which there occurs material 
growth of the living beings. And these energy waves, at the 
primary level of experience, is recognised to be a pattern 
of concentric squares, emanating from the centre, which 
centre is designated as centre of consciousness. This 
centre is denoted by the term 'Brahma-bindu in Vastu and 
in the Agamic scriptures, and ‘Tejo-bindu’ in the Vedanta. 

The concentric square pattern referred to above is a 
common and constant pattern emerging, at the primary 
level of experience, in terms of forms, irrespective of the 
space being the outer one, or the inner one or the earthly 
space. This framework of concentric squares is technically 
called Vdstu.-purusa-mand.ala. This means ‘a pattern of 
material energy’! In modern parlance this is called ‘energy 
grid . In this process of evolution there occurs an explosion 
in the space by which the space splits itself into a grid of 
sixty-four small squares, each square being called ’ Pada. 
The flowering of the ‘ Bindu’ into sixty-four squares is called 
Pada-vinyasa. In this process of expansion there is an 
orderly sequence of 1, 4. 16, 64, which is technically called 
Pada-vibhaga or Pada-vinydsa , meaning division of spaces. 
And all such fractional spaces, starting from 1 to 4 and 
from 4 to 16 and finally from 16 to 64, are all perfect 
squares, thereby expressing the innate sense of order of 
the universal space. This order is called rhythm in respect 
°i time and space. There are still more subtle points, which 
we shall not go into at this point. 

There is one more aspect of the science of space, which 
° S rea ^ er Merest to all of us. This is with respect 
to another element emanating from the dormant primordial 
energy and which is responsible for the phenomenal 
exp osion, and subsequent split into fractional spaces and 
ordering of the fractional spaces into a grid of perfect 
squares. That element which causes this phenomenon is 
called Kala or Time which is actually the effortive force of 
energy exhibiting in terms of vibrations. For all the spaces 
into spatial form, this Kala is the root cause. The time- 
vibration emanating from the inner space continues to 
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vibrate in a living body right from the birth till death. This 
Kala is recognised as absolute and hence the saying that 
absolute time creates life, sustains life and causes its 
death. 

In this connection, I would like to quote a sloka from 
the Skanda-purana: 

■gTTcT: IprfcT ^cTTpT TT3TT: I 

^FTT: TT <*>lviUW ^ fWT: » 

kalah srjati bhutani kalah sarhharati prqjah / 

same kalasya vasagdh sa kalo’sya vase sthitah / / 

Let me, at this juncture, elaborate a little on the concept 
of Absolute Time and explain briefly how the time-vibration 
causes the emanation of forms. To help understand it, let 
us bring into discussion the sound and sound spaces and 
how they are turned into sound forms and finally into 
pleasing musical forms. 

The vibrations turning into sound forms can be under¬ 
stood easily if we look at the vibrations of a stringed 
instrument causing the emergence of sound spaces. If a 
discipline is imposed on the frequency of vibration it would 
be realised that they turn into variety of sound forms. The 
order imposed on the vibration is called rhythm or Talam. 
It would be interesting to note that rhythm-bound sound 
spaces turn into sweet musical structures or forms. This 
is in brief the dynamics of sound and sound spaces. 

The Vastu technology is concerned with material spaces. 
The same unit of time or rhythm is extended to evolution 
of material spaces into spatial forms such as residential 
buildings, temple buildings, town and village layouts and 
extended even to imagic forms, furniture and household 
utensils. They are all, according to Vastu. technology, 
rhythm-bound material forms. It is in this process that the 
Vastu-purusa-mandala plays an important role. 

This rhythm is the rhythm of the universal space which 
actually branches off into luminous material space and 
sound material space, with their source in light OM and 
sound OM, respectively. For these to function and take 
visual form, the emergence of Kala Brahman turning into 
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energy-grid is of paramount importance and significance, 
in the domain of Vastu and Vastu. 

And, lastly, I would also like to focus your attention on 
the aspect of evolution of energy waves from out of the 
inner space, outer space and earthly space. So far as the 
outer and earthly spaces are concerned, they maintain one 
and the same frequency of vibration or rhythm. But the 
wave pattern of human beings vary from individual to 
individual. Similarly, the wave patterns emanating from 
the enclosed space (building) vary from building to build- 
ing. By a mathematical calculation, the building waves are 
made to resonate or harmonize with that of the individual s 
frequency of vibration. This is how man is prepared by 
Vastu to live in harmony with the spirit of the earth and 
of the universe. This kind of harmonious life leads to 
spiritual well-being and material prosperity. This is achieved 
by what is called Ayadi-ganana, taking into calculation the 
birth star (naksatra) of the occupant and orientation of 
building called YonL Thereby, the peripheral measure of 
the building, derived from the Vdstu.-pu.rusa.-mcLnd.cila., is 
arrived at. 

Then comes the preparation of layout for a building, 
positioning of various living spaces within the building 
space, placements of doors and windows, etc. 

subject is so vast that it cannot be exhausted within 
the time-frame offered by the organisers of this symposium. 

1 have been able to give you only some glimpses of the 
science underlying the technological operations in the 
domain of Vastu. 


The Concept of Vastu- 

Purusa-Mandala 

• • • 

H.A. Savarkar* 


Deho devalayah proktah sajivah kevalah sivah / 

The body is the temple of God and the Soul is God 
Absolute. 

— Skandopanisad, lOab 

From the time immemorial, man has been striving to live 
his life in a painfree state. The very motive of experiments 
and inventions in all branches of science is to achieve 
pleasure, spiritual or mundane. It appears that through 
this process man has come to the present stage. The 
learned of the past have thought over the motive of man’s 
endeavour and adopted certain rules which now have 
become customs. It is unfortunate that modern man has 
ignored the scientific principles underlying these rules. 

Let us examine Vastu-purusci-rn.cin.dalci to find out the 
secrets about the health of a construction or a build¬ 
ing. 

It has been found that the buildings built in accordance 
with the rules of the Vdstu-purusa-mandcda have proved 
conducive to the ‘health’ of a building. In other words, the 
health of the inmates of a house is safeguarded. Vdstu- 
purusa means in the present context a site-plan or a 
location plan. 

Mr. V. Ganapati, the well-known Sthapati from Madras 
has said that Vastu is a living organism. While examining 
the statement, I have observed the following: The movable 
and immovable earth and its atmosphere consist of five 
basic elements of Earth (prthui), Water (a pa), Light (tejas), 
Air (vayu) and Ether ( akasa .). It is said that what obtains 
in a molecule obtains in the universe too: Yathdpinde tatha 
brahmande (see Fig. 1). 
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We can concur with the statement for the following 
reasons: 

1. The Vastu-purusa is said to be lying with his face and 
stomach touching the ground. His head is at the 
North-East ( Aisanya) and legs at South-West 
[nairrtya). The pressure point, i.e., the Mulddhara 
Cakra in our body is at the bottom. The Muladhara 
Cakra denotes earth ( prthvt) element. The base 
[adhisthana) for the Mulddhara Cakra should be 
stable. As per the position in the plan of Vastu Purusa 
the direction is South-West [nairrtya). Accordingly, it 
has been prescribed that the South-West portion of 
a building should be built in such a way as to be 
able to bear heavier weight. Even according to atmo¬ 
spheric circle, South-West ( nairrtya ) portion receives 
more heat. Accordingly, it has been suggested that 
the walls in that direction should be made thicker. 

2. The Svddhisthdna Cakra in the body is in lower stom¬ 
ach, near two kidneys. It is connected with water 
[apa) element. According to Vds tu-Purusa-Mandala, 
the position of this Cakra is to the South and West. 
Therefore, it has been prescribed that wet areas, like 
bathroom; etc., should be constructed in that direc¬ 
tion. It is for sewerage ( utsarjana ). 

3. The Manipura Cakra is at the navel. This Cakra is 
related to energy/fire [tejas). While in the womb of 
a mother, a foetus is fed with the essence of food and 
energy through umbilical cord connected with its 
navel. The Vastu Purusa Mandala shows Brahma at 
the place of navel. The Lotus is the base ( asana or 
adhisthana ) of Brahma. Thus, it is navel that con¬ 
nects Brahman with Jiva or Pinda or life. It has, 
therefore, been prescribed to keep this particular 
place unoccupied or vacant. Therefore, the centred 
square within a building is to be kept open to the 
skies. It is believed that Vastu Purusa breathes 
through this open area (see Fig. 1). 

4. Anahata Cakra is near the heart. It is related to 
atmosphere or air ( vayu ). The air is regulated by 
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lungs in the body. 

5. Visuddha Cakra is said to be in the throat. The 
hollowness in a throat denotes the ether [akdsa) 
element. The word 'Om' is uttered through throat. 
The echo of an utterance exists in the hollow of the 
bone-box of head and the space in brain. The head 
of Vastu Purusa is at the North-East (aisanya). This 
direction is related to space (a/casa). Atmospherical¬ 
ly, this portion is cooler. It has, therefore, been sug¬ 
gested to construct a Piija room ( devagrha ) in this 
direction (see Fig. 2). 



Fig. 2 
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The limbs, other than the above, of Vastu Purusa are 
also connected with construction of a building. Liver (ya/crt) 
is an important organ for digestion. Liver is towards the 
South-West in the body. The Sthapatis , therefore, suggest 
to place cooking room or kitchen towards that direction, 
because it is related to Agnl Rays of the Sun first reach 
this direction. Pollution collected through a night is swept 
away by rays of the Sun. It is, therefore, possible that the 
suggestion of locating kitchen towards the South-East is 
due to this aspect. 

The North-West {vayavya) is said to be the field presided 
by air [vdyu). Organs like stomach, spleen and rectum of 
the Vastu Purusa fall on that portion. The store-room has 
been suggested towards that direction. A spleen, according 
to the science of medicine, does the work of storing and 
restoring blood in a body. Herbs of medicine are recom¬ 
mended to be planted towards the North-West. The sug¬ 
gestion through this recommendation appears to be that 
a dweller should get the fragrance of herbs through the air. 

According to the Matsya Parana, the Vastu Purusa 
Mandala has particular deities of Vastu Purusa in respec¬ 
tive places. The North-East (aisanya) is said to be occupied 
by Mercury ( budhdj and Visnu. Accordingly, the place of 
conducting mental work and the worship chamber in a 
house is to be situated in that direction. 

The South-East ( agneyi) is said to be occupied by the 
Moon and Parvati. The Moon is said to be the controller 
of mind and Parvati is the symbol of mother, of mind. 
Frailty is the nature of mind. If Parvati becomes the 
possessor of the house-hold, her place like that a house¬ 
wife is in that direction. Cooking room is to be in the 
South-East. 

The North-East ( Aisanya ) is said to be occupied by Ketu 
and Citragupta. So it is recommended that treasury ac¬ 
counts and store should be on that side. 

The South-West ( nairrtya ) is said to be controlled by 
Rahu and Kama or cupid. So a bedroom should be situated 
in that direction. Rahu is said to be incomplete. Therefore, 
in order to bring completeness to life, this side must have 
been chosen for the purpose of marital life. 
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As stated before, the Vastu Purusa lies with his back up. 
The concept may be that the burden is carried on the back. 
It is a rule that pillars are not to be raised on the sensitive 
points of Vastu Purusa. The sensitive points according to 
the science of physics are inlets and outlets. It is presumed 
that the Vastu Purusa would suffocate if inlets and outlets 
are blocked with pillars. The sensitive points exist also on 
the folds of the arms and legs. Pillars, if erected on those 
points, would not find enough base and support. Therefore, 
those points are to be avoided for pillars. 

As stated before the South-West ( nairrtya ) should be 
heavier and the North-East [aisanya) should no be so. 
Aisanya is a place of akasa-tattva and, therefore, a place 
of deities. It is in consistence with Nature that the base 
should be heavier and the head should not be burdened. 
The hills and mountains and the trees too indicate so. 
Nature has given us five organs. The main organs are the 
eyes for vision, the ears for hearing, the nose to smell and 
the mouth to taste. They all are, geographically speaking, 
in the head portion of a body. The head of the Vastu Purusa 
is at the Aisanya. The head should be secure It appears, 
therefore, that the North-East is to be kept free from heavy 
structures like pillars, etc. (see Fig. 3). 

Our health is maintained, if we follow the rules of diet 

the mles of Nature - In the same manner, 
the health of a building or Vastu can be maintained if the 
construction is made giving due regard to the principles 
o a ure. The limbs in a body should invariably be in their 
proper places. So much so, the rooms in a house should 
be designed in their proper places. That will keep the house 
healthy and thereby the inmates too happy. If one’s eyes 
are placed at the shoulder, it would be abnormal. So is the 
case with a building. 


The rule of the Universe is that the Sun is at the central 
place and the Earth and the other planets move around 
he Sun. Vastu Sastra appears to observe the same rule. 
The household duties such as deity-worship, study, or 
cooking are to be performed towards the East and the 
adjoining directions, i.e. the North-East and the South- 
East. The sun is in the mid-sky at noon, and so the middle 
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house is the dining hall and working place. Alter the 
sunset, the skies adjacent to the West, i.e., the South-West 
and the North-West are covered with bedrooms and store 
house. 

Although water is same everywhere, that which cleanses 
the body is called water, while that which purifies the mind 
is called tlrtha. Similarly, although stone cement, bricks, 
etc., are the same all over, if we construct a shelter out 
of these material, it can be called a house, but when 
constructed according to the Vcistii Phttlscl principles, it 
becomes a home. 


The Vastu Purusa 


M.S. Thirumalachar* 


There are many stories regarding Vastu. Purusa As per the 
Hindu Mythology, in a war between Devas and Asuras, a 
demon appeared and started torturing the Devas. Ulti¬ 
mately the Devas pushed him down and sat over him. The 
demon appealed to Lord Brahma for help. Lord Brahma 
named him Vastu Purusa and blessed him with the words: 
“All works on the earth will have to be commenced and 
concluded only after propitiating you.” In essence, without 
Vastu Purusa nothing will happen on the earth. The Vedas 
also give similar ideas to Visvakarman or Vastu Purusa The 
Rgveda (10.81.3) says: 

visvatascaksur uta visvatomukho visvatobahur uta 
visvataspat / 

sam bahubhyam dhamati sarix patatrair Dyavabhumi 
janayan deva ekah // 

‘He who has eyes on all sides, mouth, arms and feet on 
all sides, and he who creates Heaven and Earth, wields 
them together with his arms as wings pervading the entire 
Universe.’ 

People think that construction of a house or abode is 
nothing but construction with bricks and mortar as per the 
plan. There are various aspects to be considered and 
consulted before and during construction. Even the posi¬ 
tion of doors (especially front door) and windows and the 
direction in which an entrance to the house is fixed, have 
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a. lot of significance in the well-being of owner and 
residents. The position of Vastu Purusa and the direction 
of natural elements are shown in the diagram below. It 
shows all the Five Elements created by the Creator, Lord 
Brahma, in this Universe. 


The Divine Architect 


(Vastu Purusa) 
INDRA 


ISHWARE NE E SE AGNT 



Vastu Purusa Mandala 


The Vastu Mandala diagram showing the position where 
various utility services like kitchen, bedroom, bathroom, 
etc., should be situated in a house is also furnished. The 
sages have given beautiful and elaborate ideas for the 
construction of houses, temples, dams, towns, etc., 
according to Vastu Vidya principles so that one can be 
bappy without any trouble in life. Before starting 
construction of a house, according to the birth star and 
me Lagna of the owner of the house, the following are to 
be determined : the auspicious day, the direction in which 
(whether South, North, East or West) the entrance should 
be made, where the kitchen, bedroom, etc., are to be 
located. All these details are available in the Paricanga. 
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According to the Upanisads, Brahma created the world 
out of Five Elements, namely Air, Fire, Water, Earth and 
Atmosphere (akasa). Ravi, Candra, Sani, Guru, Kuja (or 
Angaraka) represent the five elements which make the 
Universe. Besides the above five, Dhanahjaya (the sixth 
Element) and Sukra (the seventh Element) are responsible 
for the life of all living beings on the earth and their 
happiness. 
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Sun, the lord of the Universe, is in the middle having 
Budha on his left and Sukra on the right presiding over 
and dictating the course of other planets (elements): 
Brahmandarh caiva pindandam. 

Rahu is at the bottom and Ketu is exactly opposite to 
Rd.hu both iri direction and position. 


Vastu for Multi-Storeyed 
Residential Buildings 

Dr. S.P. Sabharathnam, Ph.D., F.I.S.E. 


Being the perfect and immaculate science of existence and 
energy, Vastu Vidya lays down rules for congenial and 
compact constructions that enhance harmony, longevity 
and beatitude in those dwelling in them. When each bit 
of the construction—be it a temple or residential building, 
sculpture or idol, vehicle or bedstead—becomes charged 
with harmony and beauty effected by relevant proportions, 
it harmonises not only with the other parts of the construc¬ 
tion, but also with the people living there. This theory of 
Vastu science is aimed at accomplishing an integrated, 
harmonious, sweet and bliss-oriented life. In setting forth 
the concept of mutual sweetness, the Madhu Brahmana of 
the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad (2.5.1) states: 

“This earth is honey to all beings; and all beings are 
honey to this earth. This shining immortal person who 
is in this earth (i.e. Vcistu Purusa ) is honey to all beings 
and all beings are honey to this person. This shining 
immortal person who dwells as spirit in the body is 
honey to all beings and all beings are honey to this 
person. The Self is none other than this. This is the 
immortal; this is Brahman; this is all.” 

The exact meaning and significance of this mantra can be 
understood only against the background of Vastu Vedic 
principles. At this juncture, it would be relevant to state 
that most of the Vedic mantras still remain to be explained. 
I understood and experienced them from the standpoint of 
the Vastu Vedic principles. Without the application of 
Vastu science, the exact purport of the Vedic and Agamic 
passages could not be brought out. 1 
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Vastu SasLras frequently emphasise the truth that there 
is no lifeless energy—less or soulless substance in the 
world. The dichotomy of insentient and sentient or that of 
inertness and consciousness may hold good in philosophi¬ 
cal discussions but not in the science of the Agamas and 
Vastu Veda, according to which there is nothing in the 
universe bereft of animation and vibrancy. They view the 
entire world and worldly things as invested with breathing 
life, as invested with soul having proportionate dimen¬ 
sions. The undeniable common factor existing in both the 
beings and substances is what is known as proportion. 
“Proportions in things give pleasure to the mind because 
the same proportions are in the soul.” 2 All things are 
suffused with breath and soul. That is why the Vastu 
Vedas and the Agamas speak of the classification as male, 
female and neuter to be observed in stones, trees, plants, 
lands, buildings and so on. 

Buildings are essentially living organisms; breathing 
and living frames. Not only this. They have movement in 
their own static existence. They have music in their own 
structure. Mayan, in his work called the ‘Aintiram goes to 
the extent of saying that each static substance is moving 
within itself and as such there is no substance which 
could be stated as absolutely static. Each static substance 
is associated with proportionate dynamism. So all the 
buildings are dynamic structures and all of them are 
musical and melodious,—if at all they have been con¬ 
structed according to the Vastu Vedic directions. 

Even though there are innumerable injunctions to be 
followed for the construction of perfect buildings, there are 
some principles which need immediate attention and 
observation, and which should not be neglected or vio¬ 
lated, especially in the case of multi-storeyed buildings. 
They are the rules related to the central square or central 
space ( brahma-sthana) and the plinths, rules related to 
the height of the building and to the height of each floor 
or storey and the principles concerned with the final or top 
construction. These are briefly discussed here. 
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Central Space and Plinth 

In the construction of a temple or residential or other civic 
building, the central square, technically known as Brah- 
man-sthdna and decided by an appropriate Vdstu-mandala, 
is the main factor for the longevity of the building. In the 
temple, usually this central square becomes the main 
shrine (garbhci-grha) . In a house it becomes the central 
and unoccupied open space for homely functions and 
ritualistic activities. The rule that no construction should 
be laid on the Brahrna.-sthdn.CL is not strictly adhered to in 
modem days. Since this rule is the most scientific, it 
should not be neglected. 

Architectural constructions are, as stated earlier, living 
organisms and they behave like human beings. Like the 
living beings, they vibrate and pulsate; they breathe. For 
such breathing structures, the central space serves as the 
lungs. If the lungs are filled with substances other than 
air, what would happen? 

The central space should be set aside or left free for the 
confluence of cosmic and elemental energies. It should be 
free of structural elements and it is meant to effect 
breathing power to the enclosed space. It is considered 
to be the spiritual centre and when it is maintained in 
perfect order and harmony, those dwelling in it could 
experience well-being and sweetness. The central space 
could be used as a hall or open courtyard meant for 
celebrations and weddings. It is prohibited for daily 
household activities. The daily activities, such as bathing, 
eating, sleeping and others are restricted to the rings 
known as Manusya-pctda and Paisaca-pada. No construc¬ 
tion is laid down either in Brahma-pada or in Daiva-pada. 3 

Rules related to the plinth ( updna and Adhisthana) are 
also to be essentially followed. The height of the plinth 
should be determined based on the height of the whole 
structure, which height is ascertained from the width of 
the building. For the building which is akin to the human 
form. Upana, the lower level of the basement and 
Adhisthana, the upper level serve as the footrest and foot 
respectively. On the importance of plinth, G.K. Pillai 
writes: “The Silpis used to pay great attention to plinth. 


L 
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which the present builders avoid as much as possible 
probably based on a false idea of economy. The height of 
the plinth should be proportionate to the height of the 
columns or to the height of the walls. A high plinth not 
only presents a goods elevation but it makes the veran¬ 
dahs useable when the rain falls. The secondary plinths 
not only covers the building, but it covers the yards all 
around or the 'bahyangana' . This remedies a great deal, 
the trouble from insects and creeping abominations that 
are abundant in a climate like that of India. 4 

More specifically, the rules governing the central space 
and the plinth should be meticulously observed in the 
case of multi-storeyed buildings. 

Height of the Multi-storeyed Buildings 

As set forth in the Manasara, there are six types of 
building-designs and they are: Dcmdaka, Svaslilca, Maulika, 
Caturmukha, Sarvatobhadra and Vardhamana. For all 
designs of the buildings, the width is considered to be the 
fundamental dimension. 5 All other dimensions are derived 
only from the width. Whether the architectural structure 
is a temple or residential or official building, the width 
remains as the primal measure. 6 The width is further 
divided into smaller units known as modules to facilitate 
the calculation of the dimensions of minor members of the 
structure. The modern architects, who are not well-rooted 
in the science of Vastu, do not consider the exact ‘dimen¬ 
sion’ of the width dimension. By according disproportion¬ 
ate length and height, they disturb the harmony of the 
building, distort the energy balance and displace its 
central axis, the main conduit for the inflow of cosmic 
forces. 

According to the Vastu Sastra, the length of the building 
is ascertained in the following proportions, based on its 
width: 


Width 

: Length 

Width 

Length 

Width 

: Length 

1 

: 1 % 

1 

2 

1 

: 2% 

1 

: 1% 

1 

2 V 4 

1 

3 

1 

: 1% 

1 

2V 2 




(Maximum length allowed is three times the width.) 
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The proportion 1 : 2 is considered to be most suitable and 
favourite, because this proportion is capable of effecting an 
octave note. Again, this recommendation strengthens the 
concept that a building is essentially a musical structure. 

The height of a building is the distant between the 
basement and the top (Updnadi stxipi-paryantarrc, janmadi 
stupi-paryantarril . This height dimension is also determined 
on the basis of the width. There are five kinds of height, 
each bearing a significant name: 

1. Height in proportion to width as 1:1 is called Santikaz 

2. Height in proportion to width as 1:1% is called 
Paustika; 

3. Height in proportion to width as 1:1% is called 
Jayada; 

4. Height in proportion to width as 1:1% is called 
Dhanada; 

5. Height in proportion to width as 2 is called Adbhuta 

(The proportions l:l 3 / 7 . 1:1% , 1:%; 1:2, 1:2V 8 are appli¬ 
cable to temples only.) 

If the width is 20 feet, we can have five different heights 
as 20, 25, 30, 35 and 40 feet. 

Different heights may be derived from the process known 
as Patti-maria or Patti- h he da which means modular divi¬ 
sion of the width. Based on the width of the ground floor, 
the height of the ground floor is first ascertained. The 
height of the ground floor should be divided into six 
modular units and leaving the dimension of one unit, the 
dimension of five units should be taken as the height of 
the first floor: 

Height of the first floor=of the height of the ground floor; 

Height of the second floor=of the height of the first floor. 

Height of the third floor=of the height of the second 

floor; 

Height of the fourth floor=of the height of the third floor; 

and so on. But this rhythmic method of the proportions 
determining the heights of the upper storeys is not followed 
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by modern builders; they accord equal height to all the 
storeys. In the non-traditional method of providing equal 
height to the storeys, what happens is the imbalance of 
the enclosed space, and the impediment to the equal and 
uniform distribution of energy throughout the whole 
structure. In short, the harmony and melody of the 
building are vitiated. 

There should be a gradual and rhythmic reduction in the 


4th Floor 
3rd Floor 
2nd Floor 
1st Floor 
Ground Floor 

Recommended height for 
multistoreyed buildings ac¬ 
cording to Vastu Sastra. 



5th Floor 
4th Floor 
3rd Floor 
2nd Floor 
1st Floor 

Ground Floor_ i 

Equal heights for the floors 
not recommended nor desir¬ 
able. 


height of each succeeding storey: 

There is another method of determining the proportion- 
ate heights of the storeys as prescribed in the Manasara. 
The total height of the whole building should first be 

S ba J Se J d ° n thC Width ' The dimension of height 

should be divided into convenient number of modular units 
and these units should be distributed from the plinth to 
e top. For example, if the total height of a six¬ 
storeyed building is divided into fifty-seven equal parts, 


Plinth ; 4% parts 

parts 

Pillar : 7 ” 

Entablature : 37*" 
Pillar : 6 ” 

Entablature : 3 ” 


P ilIar : 5 parts 

Entablature: 2V 2 ” 
Pillar 4 y 2 « 

Entablature: 2 
Pillar : 4 1/ 2 » 

Total: 57 parts. 


Entablature: 1 V 2 

Vedika 1 " 

Neck : 4 " 

Sherical roof 4 " 

Finial : 4 ” 
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the distribution of these parts would be as follows: 

This scheme also shows the gradual and rhythmic 
reduction in the height of the succeeding upper storeys. 

(Note: With all the reverence and appreciation to P. K. 
Acharya whose service in the field of traditional Vastu. 
should be cherished and acknowledged, I beg to state that 
his English translated of the Manasdra needs revision and 
re-editing. He translates slokas 27 and 28 of Chapter 35 
thus: “Of the five proportions, the height, from the base 
to the top of the upper storeys, should be less than the 
height of the lower storeys by one-sixth, one-seventh, one- 
eight, one-ninth and one-tenth, respectively (i.e. for Santika, 
Paustika, <Jayaka, Dhanada and Adbhutd) . This is not the 
exact sense of the slokas referred to. This should be 
understood as one-sixth for the first floor, one-seventh for 
the second floor, and so on.) 

It may well be observed that the multi-storeyed building 
whose floors are according to the prescribed height- 
dimensions, would exactly fit in into the shaft of Vina 
instrument. In the shaft of the Vina from the left to the 
right, the distance between the two consecutive rods is 
gradually reduced. They are closer on the side of the 
resonating spherical frame. If this reduction is not ren¬ 
dered, we cannot hear pleasant and sweet music, accord¬ 
ing to the Svaras. In the like manner, the multi-storeyed 
building, being essentially a musical structure, has its 
floors with gradual reduction of height. This is because the 
measure used both in the building and in the musical 
instrument VTnd is the Time-measure. 7 

“Wherever there is harmony or an apt numerical rela¬ 
tionship, there is music, and thus, there is music every¬ 
where in the world.” 8 The aestheticians assert that the 
essence of music is proportion and number. Music of 
sound is only one form of music. Movement is also one 
of the multi-varied forms of music. Since the building is 
brought into existence with proportion and number, and 
since it is invested with movement from top to bottom, it 
emits musical notes on par with a musical instrument. 

Ganapathy Sthapati, in his recent work entitled Temples 






56 vAstu. astrology and ARCHITECTURE 

of Space-science' succinctly reiterates the view that build¬ 
ings are musical structures and that both the human body 
and the building are in the modified form of the Vina. 9 

According to the science of Vastu, the top of the 
uppermost floor should not be vacant, giving a truncated 
appearance. The roof should be rendered with head and 
tuft (sikhara and stupi) beautified by architectural orna¬ 
mentations. With regard to the human form, the head with 
an uptied tuft would seen more pleasant than the cropped 
or shaven head. Similarly, the roof endowed with Sikhara 
and Stupi would be more pleasant than the flat and empty 
roof. In the multi-storeyed building which is akin to the 
shaft of the Vina, the space surrounding the Sikhara and 
Stupi serves as the resonating spherical frame of the Vina 
instrument. Only the elements related to the finial give 
pleasant effect to the whole building and produce cooling 
effect in the floor below. The space rendered by Silchara 
and Stupi is considered to be a logical completion bereft 
of truncation and unevenness. Perfect order and harmony 
are maintained only by the Sikhara, Stupi and other finial 
members. 

With regard to the proportion, the scriptures on Vastu 
state that the height of the roof ( prastara .) should be 1 % 
times the modular unit of the last storey. Above the 
Prastara, the Vedika should be half the number of times 
the modular unit of the last storey. Above the Vedika is 
Kaptho, whose height should be twice the height of 
Vedika. Then comes Sikhara whose height is twice the 
height of the Kantha. The remainder part would be the 
height of the Stupi 

* * * 

Vitruvious lists out six important characteristics of a 
building—order, arrangement, economy, symmetria, 
eurhythmy and suitability. Of these, eurhythmy is the 
most important. Eurhythmy is that pleasantness which 
depends on the beautiful shape of the building and on the 
proper appearance achieved by the arrangement of its 
individual parts. The science of Vastu renders all these 
essential characteristics to the building by means of 
proportionate dimensions and proper allocation of 
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parts. The Vastu tradition provides simple techniques to 
effect everlasting harmony between the outer space, the 
built space and the inner space of the inhabitant. The 
trinity of music comprises music in the universe, music in 
man and music in the work of man. Likewise, the trinity 
of space comprises the universal space, the individual or 
inner space and the enclosed space. When all the three 
spaces are in harmony or in identical proportions, then it 
is possible for the inhabitants to experience peace, 
contentment and bliss. 

It is said that the true musician is one who understands 
the harmony of being. The true architect is one who 
understands the harmony of being and the harmony of 
structure. It is the hope of the traditional architects that 
the modem builders would take into consideration the 
basic tenets laid down in the Vastu Sastra for the construc¬ 
tion of multi-storeyed buildings. 
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Vastu and Modem 
Engineering 

Dr. Bangalore Sureshwara 


The Vedas and the Vedangas include vast information 
related to various disciplines of science and technology, 
including Vastu Sastra. Vastu or Vastu Sastra is a treasure- 
house of knowledge relating to dwellings of all sorts. The 
traditional knowledge of Vastu is primarily related to 
various phases encompassing dwellings covering houses of 
God and humans. The word Sastra clearly implies that it 
is a science that evolved over a period of time extending 
to thousands of years. When a subject such as Vastu 
develops over such an extended time period, it is expected 
that the various masters must have carefully and cautiously 
observed and documented the correlation between certain 
input and the corresponding output. It is a straightforward 
but not a simple correlation. The input is represented by 
the architectural, construction and engineering components 
defined by Vastu. The output is the effect and influences 
of Vastu on the humans. The output is essentially 
represented by the emotional, physical and material aspects 
experienced by the individuals and society at large. A 
particular individual or Yajamana is usually identified with 
a dwelling. Thus, an instant equation or a relationship is 
established between the horoscope of the individual and 
the physical dwelling. Thus Grahacdra and Grhacara (effects 
related to or influenced by dwelling) are the two components 
of the Vedic equation. These two components are inter¬ 
related, inter-dependent and inter-twined. Therefore, it is 
necessary to recognize that the best of constructions based 
on Vastu alone will not be a magic wand that will minimize 
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or eliminate all the problems, related to mental, physical 
and material components of one’s life. Only if the horoscope 
has non-negative indications, can one expect the effects of 
Vastu to smoothen many bumpy aspects of life into 
tolerable ones. Thus Grhacara of Vastu will complement 
Grahacara to relatively enhance or improve the quality of 
one’s life. 

As an engineer who is experienced with both low-tech 
and high-tech engineering, I like to share with you prima¬ 
rily some aspects relating to the strength and construction 
characteristics that are contained in the great treasure 
house of knowledge that is wrapped in Vastu Sastra. 

The modern knowledge identified with civil and struc¬ 
tural engineering covers the construction and strength 
characteristics of a dwelling. The size, location and orien¬ 
tation characteristics of the dwelling and its components 
are viewed usually from the angle of Vastu. It is important 
to note that certain overlapping as well as conflicting 
requirements are possible when one wants to achieve the 
best of the two worlds by integrating the modern discipline 
with the Vedic treasure-house of information and knowl¬ 
edge. 

Until now only the tip of the knowledge available from 
Vastu has been recognized. It appears the emphasis is to 
look at the Vastu from only the angle of location, size and 
orientation of the structure. Such an emphasis is not 
complete, because it does not take into account the 
information that it contains related to the construction 
materials and strength characteristics. At this time there 
is not enough evidence to show that the information related 
to material strength characteristics has been explored to 
the point that certain comfortable conclusions can be 
made. There is vast ocean of knowledge available in Vastu 
that has to be discovered by students and researchers. The 
available literature on Vastu already indicates that it also 
contains some applied structural engineering too. 

Some of the ancient architectural masters were 
Visvakarma, Maya, Kama and Hiranyagarbha. Palaces or 
mansions of many storeys have been mentioned in the 
Vastu literature. Obviously, high-rise buildings of modem 
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times are not the exclusive innovation or invention of the 
modem man. The existence of sophisticated construction 
technology is indicated by the reference to various con¬ 
struction materials : Mandira (stone). Vastu (backed bricks), 
Sudhara (mud), Manasya (woodlogs), Nandana (bamboos), 
Vijaya (canvas), Kalima (straw). The resistance to or trans¬ 
fer of external loads (wind, hail, snow, or other dead or live 
loads) in any structure (dwelling) can be considered as a 
simple mechanism consisting of tensile (stretch), compres¬ 
sion (shrink) and/or combination loads. All the Vedic 
construction materials identified above possess strength 
characteristics relative to either compression or tensile 
load. 

We can observe that the ancient masters have used 
generic names for the construction materials. For example, 
Manasya or wood logs, could be wood beams or columns 
of circular or other geometric shapes. These wood struc¬ 
tural elements could be of any specie, size or geometric 
shape. In fact, it is very common to see in many Western 
countries, such as the United States and Canada, the 
extensive use of wood as structural or load carrying 
members. 

What is Kalima or straw? No one will believe for a 
moment that the architects of yesterday generations were 
talking of the common straw that one obtains from green 
grass of similar materials. The straw is a generic identi- 
hcation of a structural member that supports load prima- 
rny by tension or stretch characteristics 

The simple but a significant structural member identi- 
ie as straw by Vedic architects is identified to-day by the 
ig tech engineering as cable. Straw signifies stretch bv 
tension. Cable also signifies stretch l/tension. NeitlJ 
straw nor cable are utilized for taking any compression 
loads. What is Nandana or canvas? Canvas is a thin 
membrane material of certain strength or structural char¬ 
acteristics. It easily bends but it supports structural load 
by stretching, which generates pure and simple tension or 
tensile stresses. Another way to define a canvas is to 
consider it as a series of straws that are integrated. 
Further, the ancient architects were familiar not only with 
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structural engineering but also with the construction 
technology related to building materials. In fact bricks were 
categorized as old, new, raw, and backed bricks. When we 
see such a close correlation between the materials used in 
the Vedic period to the materials used today, we may be 
inclined to express an opinion that may be all said and 
done, we may after all somewhat be reinventing the wheel 
that existed in the Vedic period! 

Chapter 53 of Varahamihira’s Brhatsamhita covers Vastu- 
vidya or house building. Sloka 23 indicates that the walls 
of house made of burnt-bricks should be one-sixteenth 
part of their breadth. It can be inferred that the recom¬ 
mendation regarding the thickness of the brick is based on 
certain analytical engineering principles. It te well known 
that the load distribution characteristics is through com¬ 
pressive or bearing load. Its tensile strength is virtually 
negligible. In typical house construction, every civil and 
construction engineer is aware that the load transfer from 
the roof to the brick wall is primarily through compression. 

The question is not only whether the thickness of the 
wall should be atleast one-sixteenth part of the breadth, 
but more importantly, why? While avoiding a detailed 
discussion on the strength characteristics of the various 
bricks, one needs to remember that all bricks need not 
necessarily have same or similar strengths. Therefore, the 
thickness of the wall depends upon the strength of the type 
of brick used in a particular construction. 

Another recommendation or requirement in Vastu, as 
indicated in Sloka 11, Chapter 53 of the Brhatsarhhita is 
that it is auspicious if the height and the breadth of the 
house should be the same. 

The word “auspicious” must be taken in the context of 
the time. A number of questions arise in the mind of the 
architect or the engineer regarding the 1:1 ration relating 
to the height and breadth of the house. Was the ratio 
prescribed for aesthetic purposes ? Does the ratio relate 
to proper and optimum distribution of loads acting on the 
walls ? Do certain openings in the wall present ventilation 
and light based on the ration value ? These and other 
questions need to be reviewed after careful study of the 
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texts. There is a lot of information that is not obvious at 
the first review of the text. But one thing is clear that Vastu 
encompasses vitality beyond the size, location and orien¬ 
tation of the building. 

We all have noticed that in some of the sophisticated 
buildings one thing that makes it look majestic is the 
massive supporting columns or pillars. Great historical 
buildings are brought to life by those magnificent pillars. 
Therefore, no doubt, our ancients had also given great 
importance to pillars, the important structural component 
of a building. Slokas 28, 29 and 30 pertain to architectural 
and structural aspects related to pillars and beams. Sloka 
30 explicitly indicates that the thickness of the chief or 
primary beam is equal to that of the pillar. When the chief 
beam is supported by the pillar, the load distribution from 
the beam to the pillar is through two interfaces located at 
the junction of the two structures. As the bearing surface 
areas are equal, the stresses occurring at the interface are 
equal. Although, this is elementary engineering analysis, 
it is yet another reminder that the strength aspect is a vital 
part of Vastu. There is mention of “beams and minor 
beams”. This correlates to the secondaiy and tertiary 
beams that are used in modern day structures, such as 
portal-frames. Sloka 30 also indicates that the thickness 
of beams and minor beams “is lessened by a quarter of the 
immediately preceding one”. This statement clearly estab¬ 
lishes that the inclusion of structural design guidelines in 
Vastu reflects the design guidelines of many portal struc- 
tures of today. 

Here, it is upto us now to carefully study the implica¬ 
tions of the various structural characteristics indicated in 
the Vastu Vedas , relative to the requirements covered 
under today’s engineering criterae. Any comparison or 
correlation between the requirements indicated in Vastu 
Sastra and modern engineering is possible only when we 
fully understand or comprehend the classical equations or 
relationships furnished by our seers and sages. However, 
ignoring any criteria because of possible oversight or 
unfamiliarity with either the terminology or implied mean¬ 
ing or message is to be avoided. 
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One of our objectives today is to understand the intrinsic 
value or utility of Vastu Sastra as an applied science and 
technology related to the construction of a building. Its use 
will result in enhancing the quality material and spiritual— 
of life in today’s troubled world. As the results of the 
application of Vastu Sastra spread around our environment, 
it will remind us that the Vedic science and technology are 
not time related subjects but eternal. While we are enthused 
about the intended benefits of Vastu Sastra, we need to be 
equally aware that further study and research are vital to 
fully comprehend the subtle information contained in the 
texts authored by our sages and seers. While we need not 
rush to judgments in our understanding of the material, 
it is necessary to devote and dedicate sufficient time and 
effort so that we can play a vital role in guiding and helping 
the coming generations. 



Importance of Vastu* 


Madhura Krishnamurthy Sastry 



Vastu is of paramount significance in Indian culture and 
it has a rich heritage. There are many works on Vastu. Of 
these the most important are: the Mayamata , the 
Samarahgana-s utradhara, the Manasara, the 
Aparajitaprccha, etc. Right from the selection of a site, 
every single detail of architecture and living is analysed 
with reference to both the body and mind, matter and 
energy. 

Land is the most important criterian in Vastu. Regarding 
this, the Mayamata says: 

bhur eva mukhyam vastu syat tatra jalani yani hi / 
prasadadlni vastuni vastutvat vdstu-samsrayat / 
vastum eva 'variim eva praptam yasmin puratanaih // 

Vastu is also classified into different categories on the 
basis of Jati and Varna. In Jati we have the Devata, 
Manava and Raksasa. In Varna we have Brahma, Ksatra, 
Vaisya and Sudra. 

The Samarahgana-sutradhara widely discusses these 
various types of lands based on geographical and climatic 
conditions. Accordingly, we have three main types: Jahgala, 
Anuja and Sadharana. Of these, Jahgala is a site full of 
forests. Anuja is marshy land, while Sadharana refers to 
the common. However, some authors add a fourth type, 
namely the Usara (the desert). Bhoja again classifies these 
three main types into sixteen sub-divisions. However, these 
sixteen types are based on the nature of the possessor also. 
Sthala is a technical term given to the static constructions 
and they also bear the name Sthala-vastu. The fundamen¬ 
tal patterns of Sthala-vastu are myriad. However, Bhoja 


* Translated into English from Telugu by S. Ranganath and R. Ganesan. 
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considers only twelve. They include the Sanene, rectangle, 
triangle, circle, trapezim, rhombus, semi-circle, elliptical, 
wide opened, parabolic and odd. Of these Bhoja prefers 
only the first two. 

Vastu, though mainly akin to the earth, is also con¬ 
cerned with other Mahdbhutas. Hence, based on the 
pronounced effect of different Bhutas, lands can also be 
classified. 

The classification of Vastu according to the parameter 
Jati principally has to do with structural elegance and 
material management. The classification of Vastu in accor¬ 
dance with Varna mainly has a professional view and 
cultural needs. 

The foremost step to be taken while erecting a Vastu is 
the test of a site ( bhu-parisodhana ). This has a Vedic 
significance also. Here, inauspicious omens and the like, 
and deposits in the land will be checked and finally the 
land will be ploughed and set in grit. Here, we have dif¬ 
ferent ways of bhu-parisodhana as expounded in methods 
like Catussastipada Vastu, Ekasitipada Vastu, Satapada 
Vastu, Padavinyasa Paddhati, etc. Among these, the last 
is very useful as it considers all the aspects of Vastu 
implications. It is also lamented that modem civil and 
architectural engineering methods are unaware of these 
subtleties. 

Now coming to general construction of a common resi¬ 
dence, we have chapters like Grhotpatti, Alaya-nirmdna- 
vidhi, Manusyalenya-candrika, etc. The concept of Sthla is 
very significant in Indian Vastu. Sthala generally refers to 
a covering and depending upon the numbers, we have 
Ekasthala, Dvisthala, Tristhala, and Catuhsthala. There are 
severed other types of houses like Chandogrha and Misragrha. 
As the names themselves indicate, they are constructed 
freely and with combinations. Classical works, like the 
Mdnasara and the Samarangana-sutradhara, subdivide the 
Sthalagrhas into several hundred ways and even add the 
concepts of Vaneha-sthala, Satsthala, Sapta-sthala Asta- 
sthala, Nava-sthala and Dasa-sthala. Thus, the Aparqjita- 
prccha finally discusses a total number of 10,48,576 types 
of Grhas. This itself is a striking evidence of the construe- 
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tional wisdom of our ancients. The Samarangwia-satradhara 
is unique when it says: 

yymi tft: \ 

MiliRf VRJ ^ 4-H HI rb I P-l TTRFT: II 

(Sam. Su 25,163) 

musa-samsthana-bhedena bhinndnarh vesmanarii punah/ 

jay ante kotiso bheda yasman noktani tany atah // 

Depending upon the status of people residing in the 
structures, we have a set of different classification, like the 
Samdnyqjana-nivasa-grha (common man's residence), 
Prabhu-nivdsa-grha (residence of lords), Devata-grha (abode 
of gods) and Prajopayukta-nirmana (structure of public 
utility). 

The Silpa-Sastra prescribes a minimum of eight sections 
in a common residence. They are: Snana-grha (bath-room), 
Alankara-grha (dressing room), Dravya-sthapana-grtia (store 
room), Pacana-grha (kitchen), Puja-grha (place of worship, 
Bhojana-grha (dining room), Sayana-grha (bed-room) and 
Dhanagrha (treasury). 

Residences of rich and high officials may have many 
more facilities ranging upto fortytwo classes. Additional 
rooms like Vdsa-grha (living room), Kuja (well), Grhinl-grha 
(mistress room), Ayudha-grha (arms cell), Vasanalaya (com¬ 
mon room), Homakarma-grha (place of sacred fire), Cakara- 
grha (place of servants), Sutikalaya (maternity home), 
Dai>alaya (servants place), Sammelana-grha (friends' room), 
Gosala (cattle shed), Valianasald (vehicles shed), Baldlokana- 
mandapa (children's play house), Vivaha-mandapa (mar- 
riage place), Vastrdcchadana-grha (dressing room), 
Kanyartalaya (maiden room), Bala-grha (boys' room), 
Vidyabhyasa-mandapa (learning place), Tailabhynga- 
mandapa (place of oil-bath), Asthana-mandapa (formal 
court), uildsa-vildsinl-mandapa (amusement room for gents 
and ladies), Atithi-grha (guest house), Raksakdra-grha (body¬ 
guards' house), Parivara-grha (attendant room), Yojya-grha 
(solders' place), Yiwardja-grha (prince's place), Arnatya- 
sandhana-grha (commanding room), Sopcina-mandapa (stair¬ 
case), Natyamanclapa (dance hall), etc. 
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Now coming to an important aspect of Vastu-guna-dosa- 
viveka, we have some salient points: 

1. The spot should preferably be savana or rectangu¬ 
lar in shape. 

2. The plot should not slope in the eastern and north¬ 
ern directions. 

3. Entry should be provided from the North-Western 
and North-Eastern directions for a house which 
has roads by Eastern and Northern directions. 

4. North-Western. North-Eastern and South-Eastern 
entries can be provided for residences where roads 
pass by the Southern direction. 

5. The roads should be constructed in such a way 
that the streets which run from South to North 
should be much wider than those which run from 
East to West. 

6. In the case of multi-storeyed buildings, the walls 
of the lower floors should be comparatively thicker 
than those of the higher ones. 

7. Regarding the steps and staircases, not much re¬ 
striction is imposed. However, in the Manasara, 
preference is given for quadrangular steps. 

8. A rule is also provided as not to construct the main 
entrances of the opposite houses in one line. 

9. A quadrangle and the corridor of the house should 
preferable lead to the main entrance in clockwise 
direction. 

10. Gates, pillars, beams, doors and windows should 
be even in number. 

11. The length and breadth of the residences should 
be in even proportion with the height of pillars. 

The Narada-mata gives a few hints regarding directional 
location of some of the residential features. Accordingly, 
always a bath-room should be provided in the Western 
direction. Kitchen, toilet, arms cell and dining halls can be 
accommodated in the South-Eastern direction. Southern 
side is preferred for bed-rooms. South-Eastern direction is 
good for granery, store house, treasury and ladies room. 



68 


VASTU. ASTROLOGY AND ARCHITECTURE 


North Eastern direction is advisable for Dvara (shed for 
domestic animals like sheep, and hen). 

By looking at these varieties we can very easily infer the 
life-styles of our ancient people. It is also stated that the 
common man's residence can have some of the above- 
mentioned features. A few Sastrakaras add Dadhimathana- 
grha (curd-churning place), Vaneno-grha (toilet), Glta-grha 
(music hall), Vada-grha (debate room), etc. 

A residence is divided into three wings: the front, the 
central and the dorsal. Of them, the front portion is named 
as Brahma-bhdga and here studies, official transactions, 
iscussions and other study transactions may be carried 
out. The central portion named as Gandharva-bhdga con¬ 
sists of bed rooms, living rooms, treasuries, entertainment 
ea ures, etc. The last portion named as Manusya-bhaga 
consists of kitchen, bath-room, toilet, shed, stable, etc. 
ere we can see a scientific classification based on use and 


Bath rooms and water tanks, and dressing rooms are 

P -r \° 56 located in the North-Western direction. 

r f ’ t assica * medium of the Vastu Sastra not only 

also Innk f r S .°^ P h y sicaI comforts of residents but 

In thi<? wa a + 6 s P iritua ^ psychological implications. 

of uni direr/- Ca / easd -^ preferred to other systems 

aLroa rb t J In a WOrd ' Vdstu is a holistic 

approach towards happy living. 


Vastu for Revival of Sick 
Industries 

B.N. Reddy*, M.S. (U.S.A.) 


The Government of India, in order to improve the economy 
of the nation, has taken several steps recently. One 
important decision was to take a realistic view of the 
working of Public Undertakings all over the country. Most 
of the industries in the State and Central sectors have 
become sick and are not in a position to meet the salaries 
of lakhs of employees working in these units, thus incur¬ 
ring a loss of several thousand crores every year. There¬ 
fore, the Government has taken a good decision to close 
down some of these huge loss making units. But, where 
to absorb the employees is a big question that has 
remained unanswered till today. 

The statistics for 1991 show that there were 29,487 sick 
industries in Andhra Pradesh alone, and 2,21,427 at the 
All India level in the small scale sector only. These 
industries have to pay heavy dues to the Financial Insti¬ 
tutions amounting to the tune of Rs. 755 crores in Andhra 
Pradesh and Rs. 10,767 crores all over the country. 

Out of 163 sick units referred to by the Andhra Pradesh 
State, B.I.F.R. recommended closure of 16 industries, 
whereas 64 industries were under their consideration and 
19 were outside of their purview. Some of the State 
undertakings under B.I.F.R. consideration are Allwyn, A.P. 
Scooters, A.P. Steels, Republic Forge and Southern Trans¬ 
formers. And a “package” was recommended for the recon¬ 
struction of Singareni Colleries. Privatisation of some of 
these units as per recent Central Government policy was 
also under serious consideration of the State Government. 


Virgo, 6-1-1063/B/3, 1st Floor, Rajbhavan Road. Hyderabad-500 004 
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While the Government was hying to hand over Allwyn to 
some private Agency, no one was coming forward to take 
over A.P. Scooters. Consequently, B.I.F.R. recommended 
the closure of this unit. 

Out of 57 industries started in the Joint sector with 
A.P.I.D.C. collaboration, about 40 were sick and 5 unable 
to pay their instalments. Thus, only 12 of them are doing 
well. 

The reasons for these sick units, as given by the 
department, were deficit finances, poor managerial talent, 
raw material shortage, wrong location of plants, non¬ 
availability of good technical personnel, marketing and 
labour problems. 

As per March 1993 records, there were 1145 industries 
with an investment of Rs. 18,522 crores, having 5,35,000 
employees in major and medium sectors in Andhra Pradesh, 
whereas in small scale sector, there were 1,05,000 units 
with an investment of Rs. 1,400 crores, having about 9 
lakh employees. 

It is also noticed that while 25 to 30% of the units are 
sick in private sector, as many as 75% units are sick in 
the Government sector, whether State or Central, thus 
rendering colossal investment worthless. Needless to say 
that this is a mind-boggling drain on the wealth of the 
nation. 

When the nation is passing through an untold eco¬ 
nomic crisis, and millions of employees are threatened 
with loss of jobs rendering their families without subsis¬ 
tence, why cannot a fair trial be given to effect Vastu 
changes in these industries, methodically in some sample 
units on an experimental basis under the supervision of 

a panel of advisers and experts to carry out the correc¬ 
tions? 

During the course of my research of Vastu, for last 
twenty years, I have found out that this ancient science 
of Vastu has a tremendous bearing on the running of 
business concerns and industrial units. 

In the last five years, I have visited hundreds of busi¬ 
ness and industrial houses all over India and corrected 
them as per Vastu which resulted in converting 90% of 
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them into profit making units. In Andhra Pradesh, Vdstu 
is very popular, and several Vdstu Pandits from here are 
going to other parts of the country to give Vastu advice. 
I have visited not only several big industrial houses within 
the country, such as Orient Fans of Calcutta, Fedder 
Lloyds of Delhi, Unity Steels of Baroda, Saurashtra Chemi¬ 
cals and Dig] am of Birlas, but have also travelled all the 
way to Thailand to advise a few Coir and Jute Industries 
in Bangkok. I have also visited New York (U.S.A.) in July, 
1993 to present a paper on Vastu at an international 
conference, sponsored by Harvard University, which was 
attended by several scholars from all over the world. 

My anxiety is that time has come when we should try 
to put a stop to this drift and drain on the national ex¬ 
chequer by exploring new avenues to breathe life into 
these industries. One of them is an honest application of 
the age-old science of Vdstu. It may not be out of place 
to mention here that even a strong communist nation like 
China is following a similar science called Feng-Shat 
Therefore it is my earnest appeal to the Government of 
India in general and the State Governments in particular 
to give a serious thought to this new avenue to tackle the 
vexatious problem of industrial sickness with application 
of Vdstu. While we should continue to invite new indus¬ 
tries to the State, we should not lose sight of the urgency 
of reviving old units as the lives of millions of employees 
are dependent on the health of these units. 

For industries too, the selection of the site is very 
important. Besides the fact that sufficient water and 
electricity should be available, the Vdstu of the plot, such 
as the shape of the plot, the roads facing the plots and 
the ground levels inside and outside the site are very 
important points that are to be observed. 

The various principles of Vdstu that did in setting up 
an industry are as follows: 

1. Main roads towards the East, North or North-East 
are advisable with wide gates on two sides. 

2. Gates in the North-East or the East or the North 
or the North-West are recommended. 
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3. The guard-room should be either on the North- 
West side of the North gate or the South-East side 
of the East gate. 

4. Minimum space should be kept in the South and 
the West where big trees could be grown. More 
open space should be left in North and East where 
lawns and other greenery can be grown. 

5. The floor levels in the South-West must be higher 
than other sides and the height of the building also 
must be higher than all the other corners. Care has 
to be taken to have the store-rooms in the South- 
West fully loaded with stocks to the extent pos¬ 
sible. As and when the stocks are consumed, they 
should be replenished immediately. 

6. Car parkings may be provided in the North-West if 
open area is available. For light vehicles, the North- 
East also could be used. 


7. The administrative offices are to be located either 
in the North or the East, away from boundary walls 
with less height than the main factory. Here special 
care has to be taken in keeping the North-East 
comer open. 


8 . 


9. 


10 . 


11. 


Staff quarters may be constructed in the South- 
East and the North-West. If quarters are multi¬ 
storeyed and if the height is more than that of the 
main factor, they should be constructed in the 
South-West without touching the main premises. 
Toilets should be placed in the North-West or the 

?T ^ aStem Part ° f the buildings, and not in the 
North-East or South-West. 

Wells, bore-wells, water sumps and water ponds, 
e c., s ou be in the North-Eastern area. 
Overhead tanks may be created in the West and 
nearby, duly maintaining the heights. The South- 
West and the North-East sides including the North 
an East should be avoided, for constructing over¬ 
head tanks. This is a bit controversial subject and 
hence one should be very careful in locating the 
overhead tanks and also the water tanks above the 
ground level. 
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12. Heavy machinery has to be installed in the South, 
the West or the South-West in the factory. 

13. Raw material storage, whether inside the factory or 
sheds outside, should be in the South or the West 
or the South-West. 

14. Products under process or unfinished goods may 
be kept in the West direction. 

15. Finished products are to be kept in the North-West 
corner. It will help in quick movement of the stocks. 

16. The weighing machine may be located near the 
gate either in the North or the East, because that 
area is not subjected to permanent weight. 

17. Transformers, generators, motors, boilers, furnaces, 
oil engines, etc., should be kept in the South-East 
or close to the South-East. 



Vastu Sastra: Its Importance 

*K.V.R. Anjaneyulu, B.Sc., M.A., Ph.D. (Lit.) 


What is Vastu? 

Vastu syat vastuni vastutvad vastu-sarhsrayad; 

Vasa nivase vastu iti vastu sastratah. 

That which was Vastu (earth as the basis) as well as those 
things (vastus of earth) form, construction materials, the 
process of house construction—all these go under the 
name of Vastu-Sastra —the science of Architecture.’ 

The principles of Vastu are abundantly available in the 
various Vedas and the Puranas. The modern historians 
Mr. James Ferguson, Dr. Havell and Sir Cunning Ham 
have come to the conclusion that the historic development 
of Vastu Sastra took place during the period 6000 b.c. to 
3000 b.c. 

The excavations of Mohenjodaro and Harappa, the Maya 
Sculptures of Central America, the architectural tech¬ 
niques of China, the Symbolic Monuments of Japan, the 
Civil Buildings of British Empire, the magnificent temples 
of South India, the charm of beauty of Italian structures, 
the Pyramids of Egypt, the Raj Bhavans of Travancore, 
Jaipur and Mysore, the Flucknames of Nizam, the Palaces 
of Akbar and Aurangzeb, the forts of Golkonda, Jodhpur, 
Lai Quilla, Agra and Doelatabad, the Makbaras of Mecca 
and Madeena and the Church of Velankini are standing 
examples of Vastu techniques as revealed and as recorded 
in ancient Vastu texts, viz., (l) the Vdstu-vidyd, (2) the 
Manusyalaya-candrika. (3) the Mayamata, (4) the Silpa- 
ratna, (5) the Samarangana-sutradhara, (6) the Visvakarma- 
prakdsa, (7) the Sukra-nitU (8) the Aparcijita-prcchd, (9) the 
Manasara; and the Samhitas of (10) Kasyapa, (11) Garga, 


* 49-39-22/1, Akkayyapalem, Vishakhapatnam-530 016, Andhra Pradesh. 
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(12) Narada, (13) Vasistha, (14) Varahamihira, 
(15) Visvakarma. (16) Hara, and (17) Kaumara. 

About two lakh slokas are available in manuscript form 
at different places throughout the world. In addition to the 
manuscript literature, the secrets, the traditional lore and 
practical guidance handed down from generation to gen¬ 
eration in the families of scholars, masons architects, 
scattered throughout the world, is an asset to Vastu 
Sastra. 

A dive deep into the unfathomable depths of the intel¬ 
lectual feat of the ancient masters into these manuscripts 
reveals to me beyond doubt that the principles recorded are 
geological, geometrical, geophysical, botanical and above 
all cosmological and celestial. To understand the mind of 
the Maharishis and how Vastu. discipline is designed, we 
have to bring to our mind the cosmogony of the Universe, 
the position of Earth and how the Earth is being influenced 
by the celestial spheres. 

Apart from (1) the natural magnetic influx and gravita¬ 
tional power of Earth. (2) the reflected power of the Moon, 
and (3) the direct transmission power of the Sun, our 
Maharishis have visualized a constant magnetic gravita¬ 
tional power in space flowing from the North-East corner 
to South-West corner of the entire topography of the 
universe including Mother Earth. 

The force has been allegorically depicted as Vastu Purusa 
with head in the North-East and legs in the South-West 
and as personifying the dwelling place. He works with Kala 
Purusa who personifies the Time. Vdstu Purusa and Kala 
Purusa jointly influence the Earth and the working pattern 
is allegorically explained as wakeful state and dormant 
state. 

All objects in Nature whether mineral, vegetable or 
animal are produced, protected and perish under the 
influence of the solar ray. The solar light is scientifically 
slit into three segments, first, a visible spectrum of coloured 
rays, ranging from the deepest blue to the deepest red with 
different wave lengths flanked by two invisible zones 
known as ultra-violet and infra-red. 

Even though the ancient scholars of Vastu Sastra did not 
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possess the present day appliances of Western Science, 
ancient masters of Vastu split the Solar White Light into 
visible middle spectrum and the invisible spectrum on 
either side and specified their names as (1) Kancana Soma. 
(2) Sphatika Nirmala , (3) Indranlla , (4) Vaidurya , 
(5) Padmaraga. (6) Vojra. and (7) Surya-ratncu, with their 
presiding deities as (1) Parjanya. (2) Kasyapa , (3) Mahertdra. 
(4) SurycL. (5) Vrscu (6) Namaka. the nomenclature of which 
indicate the nature, quality and character of each ray. 
Western science did not go beyond the seven colours 
VTBGYOR. The North-East corner of the spectrum is given 
the name Aisanya which corresponds to the ultraviolet 
spectrum, which is oxygenic and hydrogenic, standing for 
purity, divinity and wisdom. The South-East corner of the 
spectrum is given the name Agneya which corresponds to 
the infrared, the thermic spectrum, standing for heat, fire 
action and assimilation. 


Man is essentially cosmic in character. The Earth is 
e U ^, cos mic materials and Nature radiates cosmic 
orces The interplay of cosmic forces between the objects 
in Nature and man are fully reflected in the discipline and 
incip es o Grha-vastu , Grama-vdstu , Pattana-vdstu , 
Nagara-vastu and Rdja-grha-vastu. 

o f r™ ieS i° f Vdstu 8dsira relate to: (1) the history 
(4) Shane ’ f ° f a Site: (3) exa mination of a site: 

7 ST- % ; (5) Sl ° PeS ° f a site = flow of water; 

9 Utnuv g ? ( l Str a C rr Ure; (8) Space ^cund a structure: 
101ml / .m> grent segments of a structure; 

ment of alnv^V. iq acement of other doors; (12) place¬ 
ment of almirahs; (13) windows; ( 14 ) „tilitv nf the snace 

o^Tu^n^l h 5) SUb - h ° USes in a S* ( 16 ) direcUon 
site bv ntnr ' nof Cti0n ° f a Site < 18 ) extension of a 
sthdnn-nimn 10 fo ! rJ c ^ usIlin S s °f a site; (20) Pisaca- 

(23) Sata-pa^ (24) (22) ^ Lhi ' pada '' 

(271 trppc i .. ,rL ei ’ septic tank; (26) steps; 

(30) hirdc; 11 G ’ , domestic animals; (29) pet animals; 
3? if P , placemenl of Photos; (32) Vldhi-sula: 
walls Selected for the building; (34) boundary 

( f„ 5 ' m e aaur entent of the rooms: (36) master bed¬ 
room; (37) bedrooms of family members: (38) hall; 
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(39) attach bathrooms and toilets; (40) kitchen; (41) prayer 
room; (42) study room; (43) placement of cots; (44) place¬ 
ment of articles; (45) dining hall; (46) guest room; 
(47) Muhurtas of sanku-sthapancu digging of well, fixation 
of main door and grha-pravesa; (48) entry into a site and 
exit; (49) entry into a house. These principles when applied 
offer strength, safety and longevity of a structure, and 
peace, progress and prosperity of dwellers; and when 
adversely disposed they destroy the structure and create 
misery, unhappiness and distress to the dwellers. 

The experience of many generations has proved that the 
planning of the village, towns, cities and capitals of ancient 
India was best and it gave health and happiness and also 
prosperity to the people. 

The easterly axis of the Rqjc i Vidhi ensured that the 
principal streets were purified by rays of the morning Sun 
as also of the evening Sun, while the interaction of the 
streets running from South to North provided a perfect 
circulation of air and utmost benefits of a cool breeze. 

But now the engineering authorities decide layout plots, 
roads, shopping complexes, parks, health centres, cremat¬ 
ing grounds, etc., within cognisance of neither the mag¬ 
netic direction nor the wind chart, nor the water table, buy 
purely based on commercial instinct as a result of which 
people are subjected to suffering and sickness. 

It is true that there is no institution in our country or 
in the world, where students can get proper training, either 
in theoretical or practical Vastu Sastra. Civil engineers 
educated and trained in modern engineering institutions, 
owing to their deplorable ignorance of Vastu Sastra , failed 
to develop the Indian Science of Architecture. They can 
neither guarantee the strength and longevity of the struc¬ 
ture, nor promise peace, progress and prosperity to the 
dwellers. Many of these constructions intended for the 
welfare of an individual or a community or the nation have 
caused ruin and brought about big historic disasters. 

The following instances show the dangers of neglecting 
Vastu principles: 

1. A famous educational institution built up a number 

of constructions on all sides without consideration 
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of direction, shape or slop, but only with the com¬ 
mercial point of view in mind. This brought bad 
luck to the Chief Executive of the institution. 

2. An ultra-modern seven-star hotel at New Delhi was 
completely destroyed within one hour of construc¬ 
tion killing the several dignitaries. 

3. A beautiful building constructed under the super¬ 
vision of the best engineering personnel, brought 
ruin to all the family members in a split second. 

It cannot be said that these constructions had no good 
engineering skills involved in them. Coordinated effort is 
the need of the day, as both the science of structural 
engineering and Vcistii Sastra aim at providing comfort and 
joy to the dwellers. 


Vastu and Town Planning 

K. Marimuthu* 


For a town, the site should be selected at the bank of a 
river, sea shore or lake. The site should be surrounded by 
milky trees, full of fruits and flowers. Ntmba tree leaves are 
purifying and antimalarial in effect. 

The Eastern side of the town should be lowered to get 
sun rays on the door fronts. The site should not be selected 
on the Western side of a mountain. The capital of the state 
should be selected at the centre of a town, classified as: 


1. Stanya 

2. Dronamukha 

3. Kharvitika 

4. Samgrahana 


Centre of 800 villages 
Centre of 400 villages 
Centre of 200 villages 
Centre of 10 villages 


Shapes of Town 

Vastu Sastra recommends five shapes of towns: 1. Chandura 
(square): 2. Agatara (rectangle): 3. Vrtta (circle); 4. Krttta 
Vrtta (elliptical): and 5. Gola Vrtta (full circle). 

A city resembling Vqjra-suci or a diamond (octagonal) 
should be regarded as inauspicious. If the front part of the 
city is in the shape of a bow, it is very good and auspicious. 
The Agni-purana recommends highly the semi- lunar shape 
of the town. The holy city of Banaras is situated on the 
convex side of the Gangetic belt and presents a semilunar 
phase. Nanjangud town near Mysore also is situated on the 
convex side of the river Kapila. The Matsya-purana says 
that the semilunar shape of a town is not auspicious. The 
development of industrial factories at Nanjangud brings 
the shape of the town to a semilunar aspect. This is not 
auspicious. The factories may become sick. 


Scientific Astrologer. 24, II Cross Extension. Nanjangud-571801, Mysore. 
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India is situated to the North of the equator and North 
is the quarter of light, i.e., the area of the Devas, the 
shining ones. The South is the quarter of Ycima or the god 
of Death. In a hot country like India, Southerly inclination 
would bring too much exposure to sun rays. The monsoon 
wind and rain in India are from South and West. Therefore, 
if the ground is sloped towards that direction, the houses 
there will be dangerously exposed to every storm. 

The engineer should consider the weather records of the 
area for the past ten years in designing any building. From 
the weather records obtained from the meteorological 
centre of the region, we can understand the influence of 
the site affected by the weather. In the consideration of the 
weather data, such as wind velocity and its direction, 
rainfall, evaporation, humidity of the area, sunlight and 
maximum and minimum temperature, etc., if we design 
the building, it will satisfy most of the specifications of 
Vastu. 

Town Planning 

Data: The plans showing the ancient shape of Town in 
1845 and the shape of present development are shown 
below: 



■ Ancient town 
X Present development 
— Semilunar shape of town 
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Report 

Nanjangud town was square in shape in 1845 at the 
convex side of the river bend of Kapila bank. 

Now the town is developed and many buildings have 
come up. The development brings the shape of the town 
to a semilunar shape. 

The Agnipurana says that the semilunar shape of the 
town is only useful for a riparian town, but not for a 
cosmopolitan city of the now developed Nanjangud. 

The Matsyapurana says that the semilunar shape of the 
town will have a weak defence. People will be too selfish 
and expect too much with too little effort. In general, the 
semilunar shaped town will face much difficulty in power, 
water supply, drainage, transport and communications. 
Nanjangud town has a semilunar shape at present. Most 
of the factories will become sick. 



Relevance of Ancient Vastu 
Technology to Modem Town 
Planning 

K.V. Raja Rao, B.Arch.* 


Right from time immemorial Vastu principles (Vedic Methods) 
have been applied in design and development of villages, 
towns and cities. The science of town planning during 
Vedic period was given paramount importance to an extent 
that Indo-Aryans perfectly shaped the human settlements 
into various categories depending upon the characteristics 
of the population. In the context of ancient Indian cities, 
the capital city was given due significance in defending it 
using all kinds of protectional avenues based on scientific 
and Vastu imparted innovations. The important structures 
which were absolutely subjected to meticulous planning 
ideas using Vastu technology were the military cantonments, 
market towns, ports of commercial significance, temples 
and palaces. 

The Vastu scripts have clearly defined the norms for the 
proper development of such civic constructions. These 
group of settlements actually played an important role even 
in the aspects and concepts of regional planning and is 
obvious in the enhancement of prosperity of the kingdom 
which in fact elevated the Indo-Aryan planners. In this 
direction the opinion of city architect was greatly valued 
in view of the fact that democratic functions of the city 
administration kept immense regards to Vastu sciences. 

Ancient Indian civilization gave more importance to the 
governing institutions of village communities from which 


Architect, Space Based Urban Planner. No. 1361. 25th Main. 24th 
Cross. BSK II Stage. Bangalore-560 070. 
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can be drawn concepts of design and planning of cities to 
act as work horses to today’s planning concepts of cities 
in India. 

Sage Bhrgu has described in depth the science of town 
planning in his Saihita. These Upasastras running into ten 
volumes, further fragmented into thirty-two branches deal 
in application knowledge of branches of engineering, archi¬ 
tecture and Vastu sciences applicable in the design and 
development of cities. 

The Vastu science, traces the origin of town planning to 
Brahma, the creator. iSage Manasdra deduces mythological 
genealogy of the architect originated from the four faces of 
Brahma, namely Visvakarma, Maya, Tvastr and Manu, and 
further linked to their four sons, viz., Sthapati, Sutragrahl, 
Vardhaki and Taksaka. These four architects of the highest 
order holding divinity in their souls, seem to be apotheosized 
ancestors of the four classes of professionals, who took the 
reigns of execution power in building temples, cities, 
towns, villages and palaces in accordance with the prin¬ 
ciples of Vastu technology. 

Ancient Urban Evolution 

Ancient cities were usually located on the banks of rivers, 
especially Ganges and their tributaries, essentially for 
ritualistic and sanitary purposes, including communica¬ 
tions with other cities using water. This concept in fact 
helped to foster and encourage commerce which ultimately 
favoured establishment of townships, particularly on the 
right bank of rivers, which answers the reasons for today s 
geographical placement of temple cities across the country. 

In fact the rivers of Punjab played a pivotal role in 
establishing terrestrial deities of the Vedic Aryans which 
are more often glorified in the sacred hymns available from 
the Vedas. These hymns establish the geography of the 
Aryan civilization which flourished here starting from 1500 
b.c. It is evident in this context to ascribe the same period 
for composition of the Rgveda.* Accordingly, it highlights 


* This theory of Max Muller is long out of date. The Vedic age goes for 
beyond 3000 b.c. — Editor. 
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the expounders of the Vedas as having had the remarkable 
knowledge of the science of habitation, i.e. Vastu-vidya. 
Mohenjodaro and Harappa, which are the only two* out¬ 
standing cities belonging to Indus Valley Civilization have 
resemblance to the planning concepts, of both the ancient 
and modern towns and cities of India. 

Site Selection 

Vastu Sastra has laid strong emphasis on the selection of 
a proper site for establishing a new village, town or a city. 
The sites or places on which cities are proposed are 
generally classified under three categories. Barren land 
used to be called as Jafigalcu where wind is hotter and the 
soil is black. Secondly, Anupama , ascribing for a beautiful 
country, which is surrounded by rivers, where the climate 
is fresh and cool, with the soft characteristics being humid 
and cool. Thirdly, Sadharana category used to be given to 
average quality where huge stretches of land existed in 
useless conditions. The placement technology of towns and 
villages was essentially distributed all round the capital 
city holding equidistances and methodologies in controlling 
their physical sprawls coupled with human population and 
building densities. 

Sukracarya had the remarkable intelligence in saying 
that capital city should be placed in such a local geographical 
position where various kinds of trees, water bodies, rivers, 
plants, shrubs, green vegetation cover, including cattle 
should be present in great numbers. For example, the city 
of Pataliputra was planned on a magnificent scale where 
existed the confluence of Sona and Ganges. The city had 
a long river front exceeding nine miles, coupled with 
beautiful embankments and harbours. It had timber walls 
alround defended with three successive brick-lined moats 
filled with water. In addition, it has sixty-four watch-towers 
placed over sixty-four gates. According to Kautilya, a 
fortress named Sthanlya encompassed eighty villages within 


This information of the author is also out of date; many other sites of 
this civilization have been excavated in Gujarat, since then .—Editor 




ANCIENT VASTU AND MODERN TOWN PLANNING 


85 


its womb. So also Dronamukha encompassed two hundred 
villages an lastly Samgrahana encompassed ten villages. 
The Manasdra describes that these sites for establishing 
a city used to be determined from its smell, taste, shape 
direction, sound and touch. The topography should have 
inclination towards East and North, coupled with higher 
ground levels in South-West, West and South. If a river 
adjoins the site it should run from left to right or West 
to East or South to North. Also the site should have water 
table at a depth equal to a man’s height with his arms 
raised above his head. The site should also comply with 
moderate temperature during summers and winters. If 
these parameters were not met with, the land used to be 
rejected straight away. 

Even meteorological data was used as a deciding factor. 
For example, wind direction in India predominantly pre¬ 
vails from South-West to North-East. If terrain of the land 
slopes in this direction, the buildings would be exposed 
to rough storms and rain beatings effecting even the local 
micro climate. The lands which are shaped similar to 
circles, semicircles, containing 3, 5, 7 angles on its sides, 
hind parts of fish, back of the elephant or a turtle or face 
of the cow or land filled with human skulls or stones, 
anthills, dilapidated wells, decayed woodyards, lime stone 
yards, such lands used to be rejected. Lands with huge 
trees in the four corners were declared as sterile. Even 
geological characteristics that prevailed in such lands were 
strictly examined and decided upon, coupled with topog¬ 
raphy, drainage patterns, vegetation covers, wild life pock¬ 
ets and climate, too. 

Site Planning 

After the selection of land as per Vastu, the sight was 
ploughed on a auspicious day as fixed by astronomical 
observations by a pair of specific oxen which had white 
spots on their heads and knees. The next step was with 
determination of cardinal directions using the Gnomon, 
which concluded with the fixation of Vdstu-purusa-mandala. 
Different kinds of them were used depending upon the 
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need of the applications. In fact circular Vastu-purusa- 
mandala symbolised the terrestrial world with constant 
movement. The square one showed rigidity and thus 
represented a perfect and absolute form. The posture of 
Vastu Purusa has been different with different aspects of 
structural requirements. That is to say, Vastu Purusa 
considered in residential buildings differs greatly in the 
application of temples constructions. Vastu Sastra de¬ 
scribes 32 ways of constructing Vastu-purusa-mandala. 
The simplest among them is conceived with square or pada 
and the longest in this characteristics is of 1024 padas. 
The exact size and shape of Vastu-purusa-mandala is 
determined according to the requirements of the building 
constructions. There are thirty-two kinds of Vastu-purusa- 
mandalas and these are Sakala, Pecaka. Pltha , Mahapltha, 
etc., ending with the 32nd one which is named as 
Indrakanta. 

Mode of Application 

In building towns and cities, the architect had to decide 
first, which Vastu-purusa-mandala holds appropriation 
depending upon the size of the town. Thus, fixation of the 
peripheral limits of a town used to be determined by 
configuring the alignment patterns of main streets which 
resembled the arms of the cosmic cross, attributed to 
avenues planted with shady trees. Thus, the longest arm 
used to be aligned East and West and named after 
Mahakala or Vamana. In fact there used to be ringroads 
planned surrounding the whole city or town and called as 
Mangalavlthi Thus, the whole Vastu-purusa-mandala used 
to be fragmented into 81, 64, 49 pads or landed parcels 
and pushed into different zones. The innermost square or 
pada was called Brahma and the next called after Daivika 
or the belt of gods, next to this is called Manusya or the 
belt of humans and the fourth ring was called Paisaca or 
the belt of demons. 

Different zones or squares used to be occupied by 
different classes of human being. But the central square 
which was called Brahmasthdna was always occupied 
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either by a temple or a palace. While planning of roads in 
the course of conceiving the design for a town or a city, 
the cosmic cross was used for pinpointing the roads 
running East to West and North to South representing 
principal streets. Roads running in the Eastern axis 
ensured towards purification of the street by Sun rays from 
morning till evening and the North-South road profiles 
provided a perfect circulation of the air and benefit of cool 
breeze. 

The roads were slightly aligned at 60 degrees to the 
North or South to ensure safety from the Sun glare falling 
on the eyes of horses dragging the chariots or the men 
holding the reigns of the horses. 

Mode of Measurements 

A definite mode of measurement was in vogue. It started 
with Paramanu, which in fact was visible only to the great 
Sages. Eight such Paramanus used to be called Ratharenu, 
or grain of dust which arose from the wheels of a chariot, 
and out of eight such Ratharenus came one Valagras 
compared to a lotus and eight such lice made up a grain 
of Yovcl Three to four and a half Yavas made one Angulo, 
representing the inferior finger. Twelve Angulos made one 
Vitasta or a span and two such Vitastas made one Hasta 
or cubit, which is almost equal to 25 Angulas. 27 Angulas 
made one Dhonurgroho or the handle of a bow. The next 
unit was called Hasta, which was fourfolded; the first was 
named after Cishcu which is employed in the manufacture 
of conches, vehicles; the second version called Prajapatya 
was used to apply in building constructions like temples; 
the third version is Dhanurmusti used in the construction 
of residences; and the fourth was Dhanurgraha used in the 
construction of villages, towns and cities. 

Placement Scenarios of Different Enclosures 

While site planning a city or a town, Vdstu pertaining to 
placement of different building enclosures used to be 
observed very strictly. For example, the palace was to be 
placed exactly in the centre of the town by occupying one- 
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ninth of the area of the whole of the fort. The palace faced 
exactly East with lands reserved for teachers and priests 
in the North-East direction. The royal kitchen including 
elephant stables and store houses used to be placed in th e 
South-East. On the external sides, merchants trading i 11 
liquid, grains, and artists used to stay. The main treasury- 
accounts offices, etc., used to be placed in the South-East- 
The store houses containing forest produce and the arsenal 
used to be placed in the South-West. In the South, 
commercial buildings and merchants houses used to be 
placed, including those of army generals. Stables for asses, 
horses, etc., used to be placed in the South-West. In the 
North-West, the chariots and conveying vehicles used to be 
placed. In the West textile based materials, bamboo mats, 
armours and weapons used to be kept. In the North-West 
shops and hospitals and stables of cows were placed. To 
the exact North of the palace, the temple used to be decided 
upon. Residence for brahmins used to be found within the 
precincts of this area. In addition, landscaping and garden 
planning was also placed. Especially huge trees always 
dominated the centre of the town or a city. This tree was 
the Bodhi tree under which village communities used to 
meet. In fact, the city architect was assisted by a landscape 
architect or Aramakral Imavanakarinah in planning a city- 

Concept of a Village 

Vdstu describes various layouts and concepts. It suggests 
ramparts encircled with moats or surrounded by ditches 
compounded with a security wall. The village boundaries 
should always be marked by a river, mountain or bulbous 
planes, caves, artificial bundings ( setubandha ) or by trees 
such as Salmali (silk cotton trees) and Kslravrksa (milky 
tree). The Vdstu describes 12 types of village shapes. They 
are: (1) MancLuka; (2) Prastara, (3) Bahidika; (4) Parakcv, 
(5) Caturmukha; (6) Piirvamukha; (7) MafigalcL', 
(8) Visvakarma; (9) Devarata; (10) Visuesa ; (11) Kailasa', 
and (12) Nityamangala. 

Even optimum population density was fixed within these 
villages. For example, Nityamangala type of village had a 
population of 6000 people. 
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Town Planning Concepts 

The Indo-Aiyan town planning principles are almost a 
blueprint copy of the concepts used in the village planning, 
especially the central cross roads which were running 
along with the Mangalavlthi or Pradaksindpatha. This 
ground was fragmented in the same style as that in the 
village planning techniques and the identifications of Varnas 
depended upon the position of square or pada in the chess 
board patterns of roads, house plots, temple placements. 
Sometimes the amalgamated spatial patterns were followed 
which depended upon the urban planning contexts and, 
therefore, were free from a monotonous look. The city used 
to be developed after a lot of thinking in the initial planning 
itself, by the city architect, confined to the principles laid 
down in Vastu sciences. 

Thus, village plans and the town plans almost enjoyed 
many similarities and helped towards fusing of them when 
in due course, the village began to grow big. The existing 
example for this kind of Vastu application is seen in 
Bijapur. 

Pataliputra also had the same kind of developmental 
concept where grouping of several villages in due course 
of time became a city and functioned as capital of the 
dynasty of Candragupta Maurya. In the event of any unrest 
anticipated due to political instability, the capital cities 
used to be shifted to an important village in a group of 
villages and further encompassing them into a single city. 
Thus, Vastu concept was in vogue even in villages and thus 
helped to shift capitals in a much lesser time. 

The shape of towns and cities and their geographical 
locations were classified and determined as per Vastu 
principles. Accordingly, there were twenty types of towns 
and cities, starting from Padma category to Girinagar type. 
The word 'Pura' and * NagarcC actually belong to Vedic Vastu 
periods. The most important shape used in the initial 
concept of towns and cities, as per the Sarrvarangana- 
sutradhdra, is towards square shape, as it denotes limits 
to expanding life and also a perfection sans life an 
ultimately, sans death. Hence square shaped cities were 
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endorsed fully by Raja Bhoja as laid down in his above- 
mentioned treatise on Indian architecture. The city of 
Taksasila was built as per the Vastu principles (see the 
Plan of Taxila, p. 91). 

As an example of expansion due to overflow of popula¬ 
tion, Dwaraka is notable. Dwaraka city was built by 
Visvakarma under the guidance of Lord Krsna. Due to 
expansion which became necessary due to overflow of 
population, it enveloped nearby towns and satellite towns 
which were built in the square shape allowing faster and 
easier amalgamation process. 

Conclusions 

The detailed concepts of building and designing of ancient 
villages, towns and cities as per the Vastu principles, as 
laid down in the Samaranganasutradhara, act as a mirror 
even in today’s context of town and city planning which 
are now facing the wrath of myopic planning. Today 
planners have pushed these Vastu concepts to back benches 
where ancient concepts of a town or a village had the 
central embodiment that was pinned into the shaping 
process of a city by its citizens themselves. The foundation 
for shaping the cities was entirely dependent upon the 
social, political, religious and spiritual transformations, 
especially of Vastu principles in view of the fact that the 
ancient concepts in this direction were founded by the 
ancient Acdryas of great renoun. There was not a single 
instance where they succumbed to the pressures of political 
influences to spoil the town planning concepts in those 
days. The shapes and Vastu concepts which existed in 
those days really held relevance to the symbolic expression 
towards the smooth national culture and also acted as the 
finest methods where inculcation of Vedic Vastu principles 
fused into all kinds of buildings resulting in generation of 
ornamental buildings coupled with inspiring arches and 
beautiful domes which mirrored the soul inspiring 
achievements of the great Indian architects. 

These value and Vastu based concepts without an iota 
of doubt act as traditional linkages to the development of 
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PLAN OF TAXI LA CITY BUILT ON VASTU PRINCIPLES 
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modem cities especially the city of Bangalore where the 
urban planning and environment have become unlivable 
today in the composition of urban elements right from the 
polluted air we breath and the water we drink. The urban 
planning techniques where placement of high-rise struc¬ 
tures especially CBD becomes crucial, have not been 
followed fully well in terms of meteorological data coupled 
with loading technology of urban lands as laid down in 
Vastu sciences. The present urban environmental deterio¬ 
ration can be arrested with the environment concepts as 
laid down in Vastu right from planting of trees to the laying 
of roads, buildings and their subsidiary annexures. Vastu 
principles must form anti-integrated and indispensable 
discipline in the town planning and architectural profes¬ 
sions in the country. Simply copying Western styles of 
town planning concepts will not take us anywhere. 


Hospitals and Consulting 
Chambers 

Dr. Bhargava C. Babu 


Selection of the plot is to be done as per the procedure laid 
down, because plot shape, size and all other topographical 
features hold significant bearing in Vastu. 

After procuring the plot, the discrepancies or defects 
(dosas) if any should be rectified, and then one should go 
in for a compound wall or fencing to ward off ill-effects of 
the neighbouring plots (parisara vastu). 

In entire plot, the hospital building should come up in 
the South-West without any “blocks” in the North-East, 
North, East, North-West or South-West. Wards should be 
in the South and/or West. The major operation theatre 
(M.O.T.) should be in the South-West. Pharmacy, registra¬ 
tion, reception, billing, etc. are to be in the North-West. 

The general ward should be in the South. 

Placement of consulting chamber should be in the North 
or East of the building. In the consultation chamber, seat 
should be in the South-West corner of the chamber. 
Patients should sit on the left side of the doctor while 
conversing. Examination table should be in the South, 
West or South-West of the chamber. Hand-scrub for 
Doctor, if required, should be placed in the South-West, 
if consultant or specialist sits in the South-West, whic 
automatically fits into appropriate position. The was - 
basin is to be placed in the North-West corner o e 
consulting chamber. 

All doors of the chamber should be in the exalted 
position. 

For hospital building, one should avoid Eastern, South- 
East and South-West entrances, otherwise the hospital will 
gain notoriety and evil aura for illegal treatments like 
abortion, treating of criminals and finally end up in closure 
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due to financial losses or bad reputation. 

The dunghill or garbage dumping point or incinerator 
should be in the South-East of the plot. 

The sterilisation unit should be planned in such a way 
that it occupies the South-East [agneya) position of the 
building. 

Miniature or emergency sterilisation for O.T. purpose 
may be kept in the South-East of operation theatre. 

If the South-East portion of the building is utilised as 
the general ward, usually prognosis of patients will be 
hampered, and most of the times accident victims or 
prisoners and murder cases will get admitted. 

Agneya room or South-East portion of the hospital 
should be used as sterilisation unit preferably. If it is used 
as a labour room, female-births will be more than male 
births. Such is the case also when the main entrance is 
on the East [pitrva) or South-East [agneya). 

If the hospital has North-East entrance (aisanya-pravesa), 
then it will come into lime light because of its exalted 
entrance within no time. 

The Pantry for the hospital can be provided in the South- 
East of the building. If this is not available, alternatively, 
pantry may be accommodated in the South-West or North- 
West of the building. In such a case, hospital administrator 
niay ieel uneasy to maintain the pantry. 

q Mortuary (to keep cadavers) should be located in the 
oouth-West corner of the plot. The room should be con- 

(up^rhom) 37 f ° lloWing the P rinci Ples of out-houses 

Washing of hospital linen (patients’ drapes, aprons and 
bedsh eets ) m ay be done on the Eastern side of the plot. 

ttiey are subjected to sterilisation, the process should be 
carried on the South-East of the plot or building. If this 

re r; red 1:0 be done outside the building, the room 
should be constructed according to the principles of out¬ 
houses [upagrham). 



Vastu: Yesterday and Day 
Before 

Prof. S.A. Deshpande* 


The sudden emergence and the recourse to the tenets of 
the ancient Vastu Sastra is both surprising and under¬ 
standable ! It is surprising because while the world moves 
rapidly towards the 21st century, propelled by the “faster- 
than-mind” super computers, the art of building in our 
country is pulling us back into the ancient wisdom of the 
Vastu texts. It is, at the same time, quite understandable 
why we are allowing this to happen. With the break-neck 
speed of development in the West, even the Western society 
feels left behind. While, in India especially, the society is 
still in the pre-modem state of the art, the gap between 
the developed and the developing is an ever widening 
chasm which we are helplessly watching. Unable to accel¬ 
erate and catch-up, we are left to ourselves. In all walks 
of our sociopolitical environment we seem to be wallowing 
in the mud of our past glory. As a nation we seem to be 
closer to the past than the future. 

There is, however, nothing wrong in learning from the 
past. But the point is whether we are intellectually com¬ 
petent enough to do this. If tradition is to be believed, we 
simply lack the ability. The ancient wisdom of our great 
civilization had always remained within the coterie of the 
few Rishis and the wise men who isolated themselves frorn 
the people at large. The treatises containing the thought 
were in accessible and beyond the understanding of the lay 
people. The concepts were ritualized. The rituals were 
simple and understandable. These were explained in t e 
religious texts and enforced by the priests through t e 
. social institution. To facilitate enforcement, mortal fear and 


* 88. West Park Road. Dhantoli, Nagpur-440012. 




96 


VASTU, ASTROLOGY AND ARCHITECTURE 


penalty on default were used as the means. With the 
passage of time, the ritual became more interesting com¬ 
plicated and overbearing. It was also more physical, tan¬ 
gible and gave an experience of ‘having done something’. 
Thus, the metaphysical base on which the ancient wisdom 
stood was soon to be lost to the bizarre activity of the 
ritual. In the medieval period ritualism was further strength¬ 
ened as the consequence of default or non-compliance was 
highlighted as an example of the fate of the ‘non-believer’! 
It would be erroneous to believe that all this happened in 
our country only. In the pre-modern Europe witchcraft and 
sorcery were quite rampant. It was only the post-industrial 
revolution society in the West that moved it from faith to 
reason! 

In ancient India, the learned and the enlightened Rishis 
divided knowledge into Metaphysical and Physical sci¬ 
ences. Jfidna was the outcome of the mind, while Vijndna 
was the benevolent interface for the development of man¬ 
kind. The abstract metaphysical thought was rendered into 
tangible scientific and engineering modes. Mutation of 
concepts was achieved by transition through Sastra» 
vidya»Kala; i.e., Theory (thought), methodology (way of 
achievement) and implementation (art/skill of realizing it). 
It is well-known that ancient knowledge was preserved 
through Sruti Smrti Purana, i.e., “what was heard, memorised 
and committed to texts”. It will be quite unnecessary to 
venture to guess at the time that has elapsed between the 
first and the third stages, and the changes that may have 
been caused by errors in understanding and due to 
individual interpretations. The Vastu texts available today 
are no ‘divine scriptures’, nor could these be original ‘words 
of the mouth’! However, these are enough to inform us how 
much the Rishis with their ‘mind power’ were able to relate 
the effect of the astral bodies in the universe and more 
specifically, solar radiation on the human bodies. 

Silpa Sastra 

The term 'Silpa' is commonly misunderstood only to mean 
‘sculpture’. This Sastra, however, dealt with all the facets 
of the man-made world, Vastu and Nagara-racana being a 
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part of it. It also dealt with engineering, biology, hydrau¬ 
lics, mining, marine, aeronautics, communication, defense, 
etc. The approximate time-frame in which these texts were 
created is synchronous with the age of the Vedas, which 
itself is a matter of research. Without getting into the 
controversy about the domicile of the Aryans, it is the 
product of the Vedic culture. The material text is found 
scattered in several treatises. There are commentaries and 
interpretations by many Rishis and Munis. These are found 
in the Vedas, Purarias and Samhitas which were the 
operative ‘code books’. Although the territorial jurisdiction 
of the code cannot be precisely delineated, it is observed 
that the Bhrgu Sarhhita held its sway in the North, the 
Manasara in the middle and the Maycunata in the South 
of the Indian subcontinent. There are minor variations in 
the prescriptions as related to Vastu. 


Vastu Sastra 

The awareness and the belief that energy [urja) released in 
the cosmos was responsible for making of the universe 
(uisua) and for getting it going, is the very basis of our 
metaphysics. The knowledge is documented and grap 1 
cally presented. The basis of the Vastu Sastra seems to res 
on the following : 

Cosmic Influence: The heavenly bodies in the ce ^ s ^|^ 
space influence the activity on the surface o 

earth; . f 

Solar Energy: The energy levels and radiation ir 
sun rays are not the same all over the sur ace o 
earth; x 

Geo-magnetic Fields: The magnetic fields be 
North and the South poles of the earth affect th 
organisms. The magnetic field also creates sen 
spots on the earth’s surface which were 
advantage, especially in communication w 
marine or extra-terrestrial navigation, 

Geology of the Crust Materials for construction 
other associated systems depend upon ex rac a 
minerals common to a region and hence the a 11 y 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


4. 
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to select appropriate materials; 

5. Hydrology and Ecosystems: Habitable regions de¬ 
pend on perennial sources of water and the types of 
supportive vegetation; and 

6. Socio-Cultural Beliefs: Emergence of the human 
society from primitive to organized levels of a struc¬ 
tured society, and gradual shifting from a meta¬ 
physical view of life to a materialistic one, resulting 
in need for body comfort. 

Vastu-Purusa-Mandala 

It will, thus, be seen that the ancient texts were based on 
a scientific understanding of the phenomenon and looked 
upon the man-made structure as a reaction to its environ¬ 
ment. The Hindu concept of architecture had always been 
that of a ‘model of the cosmos’. This was further explained 
by the mandala graphics, the various Vdstu-purusa-mandala 
diagrams. The Manasara has described about thirty-two 
types of mandala diagrams. These are similar to the 
horoscopes, which locate the positions of various planets 
at a given time. The effect of the celestial forces on the 
house and its occupants is capable of being studied. Much 
like the horoscope, the Vdstu-purusa-mandala depicts the 
positions of the origin of the effects on a human body. 
These diagrams are, indeed, veiy complicated for the 
modem mind to understand and even more difficult for 
proper interpretation. 

Vastu Sastra is indeed a time-tested science. Among 
many other things, it contains directives on: 

1. Site selection; 

2. Where and when to commence excavation; 

3. Location and extent of the open spaces; 

4. Location of a well; 

5. Laying of the foundation stone; 

6. Orientation of the entrance door; 

7. Number and placement of windows; 

8. Direction and location of stairs; 

9. Position of the Puja room; 

10. Placement of the Kitchen; 
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11. Suitable location of sleeping or bed rooms; 

12. Position of the grain store and a safe; 

13. Latrines and wash rooms; and 

14. Types of vegetation desired around the house, etc. 

Vastu as the Third Skin 

The effect of solar radiation on the body and the mind must 
have, indeed, been well understood by ancient thinkers. 
The rays of the sun that propelled photons at a fantastic 
speed create on the earth, geo-magnetic and electro¬ 
magnetic energy fields, which cause an effect on the 
nervous system of the human body. The solar spots and 
flares produce temperature variations at the source. The 
radiation levels are unbearable for any life form to survive. 
Fortunately, this radiation passes through several Alters 
that absorb most of the ill effects. The human body is built 
to withstand a temperature range of -40° to +40°C. But t e 
ideal range lies between 25° to 35°C which was obtaine m 
the Tropics. That is why the Tropical belt of 23°C along e 
Tropic of Cancer has been the ‘Cradle of Civilization . Also 
it is known that the normal temperatures for the mind ana 
the body are between 22°and 32°C. That w ° u l^P r0 . ® 
explain why the ancient sages migrated to the im y 
heights for meditation after gaining complete con o 
the body functions. The role of the Vastu j 

therefore, be seen to be restricted to the design o 
Skin over the mind; the first being the Body. ® 
being the Clothing, and the third one being the 
structure of the house! 


The Vital Question 

Although the antiquity of Vastu 6astra is 

debate, its antiquity itself is being quoted y today. 

and by the pseudo-pundits as proof for its re e 

The frontiers of knowledge may indeed be limited, but that 

0f r”“rUo“eeds to be bo.d,y considered ,s the 

usefulness or otherwise of this great anc en 
scientific knowledge. Science as such is ra on • . 

provide satisfactory answers to many questions. c 
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understood that the basis of the Vastu Sastra must be the 
effect of the physical, climatological and social influence on 
the shelter and its occupants. The science, therefore, 
provided guidance to the extent it could foresee reaction. 
It is obvious that with intervention of modern technology, 
man has gained dominance and control over that aspect 
of Nature. It will be safe to assume that the sages 
themselves would have revised and amended the texts to 
suit contemporary situation. We should look for the secret 
behind the rituals that are now left behind for us, rather 
than follow them by way of a social weakness. 

As architects we are stunned at the rapidity and 
cunningness with which the tribe of the so-called Vastu- 
pundits has been operating in our domain. If we are really 
disturbed, the fault mainly lies with us. Our educational 
systems, thanks to Macaulay, are more British, even today, 
than those in Britain itself. The only past that we know 
of us is what they have told us! The relevancy of Vastu 
Sastra today is more academic than real. The menace of 
the pseudo-pundits can be countered only by us becoming 
more knowledgeable of the ancient science. Whether we 
use it for spiritual or professional reason is another matter. 
But we must not forget that the strength of this pseudo¬ 
pundit is in the gullibility and blind faith of his victim, our 
client. 

Finally we know that Sastra (science) is a vehicle 
between the mystique and its understanding. Science has 
to offer an explanation of the phenomenon. It must lead 
to better understanding by both the intellectual and the 
common people in society. 

Could it be that for this purpose, the thinkers intro¬ 
duced the ‘rituals’ ( karmakdnda ) ? And, is it therefore that 
the society today, which consists of a majority of the lay 
people, easily devolves its faith in only the ritual and 
spares itself the excruciating pain of understanding ? 
these and many more questions need to be boldly asked, 
ii not ans wered! 

* The author is Former Head of the Department of Architecture. V.R. 
College of Engineering. Nagpur; Immediate Past President. Indian Institute 
of Architects. Author acknowledges the benefit of previous discussion 
with S/Shri Himanshu Chhaya, Prabhakar Bedge and Vijay Deoskar. 



General Vastu Guidelines 

C.H. Gopinath Rao*, B.Sc., B.E., M.Sc. (Engg.) 


A number of principles and suggestions have been laid 
down by ancient astrologers. The reasons for many of them 
have not been understood. However, the principles have 
been found to be based on good reasons and sound in 
practice. 

General 

The building should be constructed parallel to the mag¬ 
netic forces. Northern wall shall be exactly to North and 
the Southern wall exactly to South. However, when the 
street in a layout is not held parallel to the magnetic forces, 
the street can be taken as the base and the building can 
be marked with respect to the street. The variation between 
the magnetic direction and the direction of the site can be 
upto 12 degrees. 

Preparation of Site 

The site should be cleared of vegetation. Trees like j ackfruit, 
peepal, neem tamarind, etc., if on the site, shou 
removed with roots at least six months before cons c 
is started. If any tree is to be removed after occupa o 
a minimum of three months should be allowed to pass. 


Commencement of Building 

The building should be commenced on an auspicious day 
and time. The following inauspicious days s o 
avoided: 

(a) When a member of the family is in mourning due 
to the death of his kith or kin; 


19, Oliver Road, Mylapore. Chennai-600 004. 
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(b) When a child is bom in the family and the house 
is considered to be polluted; 

(c) When a female member of the house is pregnant; 

(d) When a female member has her mensus. 

If two units are proposed to be constructed in a plot, the 
first one should be on South or West only. 

Layout of Building 

1. It is preferable if the building faces East or North- 
East. 

2. The building should never face South-East. 

3. The South-West comer should be an exact 90 
degree angle. 

4. The house should not face a mountain nor the 
shape of the house resemble a mountain. 

5. The building should not be square, but could be 
rectangular. 

6. The comers of any house should not be in line with 
the door or window of any other house. 

7. The construction of the building should be such 
that the Sun’s rays shall fall on the building for 
three hours after sun-rise and three hours before 
sun-set. 

8. The setbacks on North and East should be more 
than on South and West by 1.25 to 1.5 times. 

9. All comeres of rooms should be perpendicular to 
one another from base of the roof. 

10. North-West and South-East should not project 
beyond the periphery of the building. 

11. The colour washing can be as shown below: For 
houses facing East, white; South-East, gray; South, 
red; South-West, green; West, blue; North-West, 
white; North, green; and North-East, yellow. 

Disposition of Rooms in the Building 

1. The bedroom should be on the South-West. 

2. The position of the bedroom where a couple is united 
has a bearing on the prospects of a child. If the 
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room is in the western part of the house, the child 
will be intelligent, prosperous and will become fa¬ 
mous. 

3. Bedrooms for couples should be only on the West 
or North. 

4. The total number of rooms in a house shall be odd 
in number. For purpose of computing, any room 
provide with a door (including toilets) should be 
considered a room. 

Kitchen 

1. Kitchen should preferably be on the South-East 
comer of the building. 

2. The person who cooks should face exactly East. 

3. The sink in the kitchen should be in the North-East 
comer of the kitchen. 

4. Storage for storing provisions provided in the racks 
should be on the walls which are on Southern or 
Western side and not on the Northern and Eastern 
side. 

5. Wash-basin in the kitchen should be in the North- 
East. 

6. For South facing houses, the kitchen can be on 
North-West. However, the oven may be in the South- 
East corner of the kitchen room. 

Pujci Room 

POjci room should preferably be in the North-East direction. 

Servants' Quarters 

Servants’ quarters should be in the North-West. 

Walking Space in Rooms 

In all the rooms, more walking space should be provided 

on the North and East direction than on South and West. 

Verandahs 

1. Verandahs or sit-outs in the South or West should 
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be higher than the floor level of the main building, 
while in the North and East, verandahs should be 
lower than the floor level of the main building. 

2. If verandahs or porticos are provided, the width on 
North should be more than the width on the South 
or West. Verandahs on the North and East should 
be continuous and there should not be any break 
between them. 

Doors and Windows 

1. Doors of rooms should be in North-East or North 
or East. 

2. The main entrance to the house can be one or 
maximum two on front side. More than two should 
be avoided. 

3. In case of main door, the shutter should open 
inside. If the main door has single door, the hinges 
should be on the left side, when viewed from inside 
the premises. 

4. The shutters of the big door should be made using 
three planks, but should not be of the same variety. 

5. The total number of doors and windows, taken sepa¬ 
rately, should be even in number and should not 
have zeros in the ending. Doors should normally be 
on North direction. 

6. Exit of the house should be on the North or East 
or West in order of preference, and not on the 
South. 

7. The main entrance door should not face the inter¬ 
section of roads and no trees should obstruct the 
entrance. However, according to some experts, if 
the distance between the entrance door and the 
above obstructions is more than the height of the 
building, the obstructions will not be considered 
inauspicious. 

8. The entrance steps should be an even number. The 
number of pillars should be an even number. Simi¬ 
larly, if beams are introduced in any room, or hall, 
this also should be an even number. 
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9. There should be no window on South-West side 
upto 12% of the length of the building. 


Woodwork 

1. Timber used in buildings should not be from the 
trees of Peepal, Silk-cotton, Ber, etc. Further, trees 
damaged by natural disasters and grown on burial 
grounds should not be used. 

2. For wood works in a building, only new timber 
should be used and for renovation of an old build¬ 
ing, old wood can be used. 


Well 


1. The well should be provided on the North-East 
direction of the plot. 

2. If any fountain is to be provided, it should be on y 
on the North or East side of the house and the 
distance of which from the main door should be t e 
minimum height of the door. 

3. The projected wall of the well from the base s iou 

be of round shape. , 

4. Even an edge of the wall of the well shoul no e 
on the line connecting North-East corner o e 
building and North-East corner of the plot, an 
well should be only on the North-East corner o 

5. According to some experts, the well 
exposed to sun rays for a period of about six 
after sunrise. 

6. The above rules hold good for other sources 

like sump, corporation tap, etc. T\wth- 

7. Water tank should not be provided in e 
East or North-West direction. 


Compound Around Building 

1. The compound-gate should be on North East 

North-West or South-East only. 

2. Trees grown on West and South direction can e 
taller than the height of the building. 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 


10 . 


11 . 


Toilet 


On the East and North directions, trees should not 
be taller than the height of the building. 

No flower pots should be kept on the compound 
wall or on the walls of the buildings of North and 
Eastern sides. 


No arches for plants should be made on the com¬ 
pound wall or on the walls of the buildings of North 
and Eastern sides. 

Shed or outhouse or water closet or bath should not 

e provi ed on North or Eastern side of the build¬ 
ing- 


Staircase should not be on the North-East. 
such ° staircase should be provided in 

North or m ™J ds th E ^ s f mbin g should be towards 

of a room^fk °? tbe ^ ou th or West can form part 

gap betweeii th^ bU ? dIn * While there should be * 
on North or East* 1 ^ buildln & 311(1 compound wall 

Sh^ghS\ha^ e mT POUrid W£dl on the West should 
compound wall on th* *5® EaSt ^ hei g ht of the 

higher than be ^° u th or West should be 

'f verted 0 " the North. 

on the South or w * 011 iS to be ma<le * it should be 
es t °t the existing building. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


£ ? S °" th « ' 

Attached bathrn t * 

Of the bedroom 0rn Sbould be on the North or E£ 
In any room, North E 

J° r kee Ping spoileH T 1 corne r should not be us 
roo m sticks, chair s C ° ( theS or shoes > chappa 

Bath water, waste C ‘ 

vessels should be ter ° r Wate r used for washi 
est or North or Nn^t?' ^ ° nly on the East or t 
Beptic tank should only, 

ast or North and^h 6 ? lther in th e middle of t 
nd sb ould not be on the compou 
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wall. 

6. Overhead tank should preferably be on the South- 
West and the gap should be provided between the 
roof and the bottom of the tank. Overhead tank 
should not be on the North-East direction. 


House Warming (Grha-pravesa) 


1. House warming function shall be done only after 
laying the roof slab, fixing the shutters for doors 
and windows and satisfying the Vastu sacrifice cer- 
emony. 

2. Name Plates: After deciding on the suitable name 
for the house and preparing the name plate/board, 
it may be prayed in Vastu Santi and em e e on 
the wall on the house-warming day itse . 

3. There should be at least one lamp ig ® on 
the period covering from the sunse 

the succeeding day. 


Post-Construction 


The house should not be kept vacant for 

three months. . i P f 0 ut, it is 

If any portion of the building is qc ied b y the 
preferable that the Southporo be j e t out. 

owner. The North or the NorthTSasI 
South portion should no con - 

If any additional resident! “ d thes e should 
structed other than the mai so me vacant 

be on the North or the East, leaving 

space on these directions. should not be kept 
The ground floor of the o ^ Qr can be kept 

unoccupied, while the 

unoccupied. u,,iiHin£ is not advisable. 

5. Partitioning of the house building 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


4. 
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VASTU AND JYOTISA (ASTROLOGY) 








Astrological Configurations 
for Vastu 

S.K. Kelkar* 


Any land selected for National, Industrial units (small or 
big) or private purposes must be free from afflictions. 
Besides, proper muhurta must be observed so that the 
Vastu constructed on such land would last long. The 
muhurta must be selected on astrological rather than 
religious considerations. 

It is my general experience that people living in a palace 
or multistoried building are not happy because of reasons 
unknown to them, although sufficient care has been taken 
by builders, by architects, and interior decorators in 
constructing the dwelling place. After going through a 
number of horoscopes during the last two decades or so, 
thorough investigation carried out by me has led me to 
write the following lines. 

Fourth House 

In the Jatakaparijata, an exhaustive list of various char¬ 
acteristics that can be judged from each house of the 
horoscope is described. So far as the fourth house is 
concerned, it has been stated that it implies everything 
concerning a building that could be constructed for safety 
and welfare of an individual. It is called as Bhavana 
Sarhstha. If auspicious planets, such as Venus, Mercury 
and Moon are placed, one can enjoy vehicular and residen¬ 
tial comforts. In short, such building or residential pre¬ 
mises are free from various afflictions. There are some who 
purchase vehicles for their quick movement or for their 


* Flat No. A 24, 3rd Floor. Saras Nagar. Near Sarasbaug, Shukrawar 
Peth, Pune-411 002. 
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own luxury, but the vehicles -will either be defective causing 
heavy expenditure or the person concerned will meet with 
accident, and the vehicle and the individual are both likely 
to be damaged. The same principle can be applied for the 
residential quarters or industrial places. 

Illustrations 

Very recently I met an individual from an affluent family 
of Bombay staying near Marine Drive. His twenty-four 
years old daughter was ailing for more than three years. 
He had tried all systems of medicines but his efforts were 
in vain. After examining the charts of all the four members 
of the family, it was found that the fourth houses were 
afflicted severely. I questioned him about the location of the 
house. I told him that this building must have been 
constructed on certain temple which were buried under¬ 
neath. He has nearly five buildings in Bombay and every 
building was causing him some trouble or the other. I have 
gone to the places and checked the building in which he 
was staying for over fifty years. On the ground floor, an 
idol mostly from the Ajanta Caves was installed but the 
gods and the goddesses that have been buried under¬ 
ground were troubling the family very much. The daughter’s 
bedroom was exactly on the buried place. I made further 
investigations as to whether all the inhabitants of the flats 
of the seven storied building had problems. All of them 
reported ‘yes’. My theory proved correct and some sugges¬ 
tions have been made to remove the inauspicious aspects. 

Nobody has given any consideration to such factors for 
the failure or success of buildings constructed in such 
areas. 

Planets in the Fourth House 

1. In the Jdtakapdrijdta, it is said that when Gulika 
is placed in the fourth house, the person born wall 
be devoid of houses, happiness, lands and vehicles 
and thereby he becomes a wanderer. 

2. If an eclipsed planet is in the fourth house, one 
should presume that one has to reciprocate the 
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obligations of the last birth, especially to the parents. 
It is called Pitr-dosa. It shows the specific departed 
soul is haunting the place. 

3. The three asterisms ruled by the Sun, viz., Krttika, 
Uttara and Uttardsddhd are not advisable on the 
house. These are to some extent cruel constella¬ 
tions. If one gets property by inheritance, the in¬ 
dividual may not be able to enjoy peace and tran¬ 
quility in such VdstiL It should be ascertained from 
experts what type of rituals are required to be per¬ 
formed for removal of this dosa. 

4. Saturn-Mars conjunction: I need not put much em¬ 
phasis on this combination of the planets which are 
of contrary nature. But when such a combination 
takes place in the fourth house, one can presume 
that he has taken birth in a house wherein there 
are a lot of obligations to be met. Recently I came 
across a case in which a Brahmin was engaged to 
look after some property during the Portugese re¬ 
gime. In course of time, the Portugese left India an 
the whole land comprising a number of acres came 
into the hands of this poor Brahmin. At present, t e 
third or fourth generation is enjoying the proper y 
but it could neither dispose off the property nor 
take the advantage of the lands, which are lying as 
they are. One after another small pieces of the an 
have been disposed off at insignificant price y e 
present generation to make ends meet. When e 
question of disposing of the main land arose, ey 
had to wait for fifteen years but no transaction was 
successfully made and the family has no source o 
income except this land. I have seen the premises 
myself alongwith an expert and located the area in 
which the secret situation was available t ere. ni 
tially, I had advised all the members of the genera 
tion to pray to lord Siva every day, an a er 
a year or so they should come to me. As the prayer 
was increasing day by day, they got the clue. In t e 
past there was a number of gold coins occasionally 
found in that area. Besides, there are coconut trees 
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on the same land. There is a big well wherein all 
the year round ample water is available, but inside 
the well there is a tunnel. One of the mantrikas 
disclosed that the whole property was conditioned 
by the grandfather because the subsequent genera¬ 
tions should not waste it for selfish reasons. After 
a number of rituals, the land has been freed from 
the clutches of the spirits and the family was able 
to dispose off the land for a huge amount. 

5. Saturn -Rahu conjunction: This is a very bad com¬ 
bination. Evil spirits may have their abode there. 
It is very difficult to remove such type of affliction. 

6. In case residential premises are close to temples or 
samadhis , regular worship will have to be offered 
so that happiness will prevail. Otherwise, curses 
result. 

7. Retrograde planets in the fourth house are not 
favourable. Even the auspicious planet when they 
are retrograde, do not favour Vdstu for one reason 
or the other. 

The sum and substance of this paper is that the land on 
which Vdstu is to be constructed should be free from 
afflictions. Besides, the horoscope of the purchaser of the 
land and the buildings should be checked. The same 
principle can further be observed very critically when huge 
lands are purchased. A proper Muhurta should be made 
use of; otherwise the very purpose of big projects is likely 
to be lost. While selecting a muhurta, the astrological 
principles rather than religious ones should be observed 
very carefully. I shall quote an example of Koyna Dam 
Project. The inauguration of the dam was on Dasara day, 
but the astrological principles were completely ignored. We 
are witnessing a number of earthquake tremors there. No 
one can predict the safety of the dam. 


Vastu in Astrology 

Dr. T.S. Vasari* 


Vastu Sastra is one of the branches of Hindu Astrology. The 
Rishis of yore should have thought deeply on the karakatva 
of the planets or their significations in formulating the 
principles of Vastu . The principles given by our Acaryas are 
of eternal nature in the changing world. The characteristics 
of the karakatva of planets cannot be changed. Keeping in 
view the natural laws, the Rishis have given the basis to 
build houses, temples, cities, etc. By following these 
principles of Vastu, i.e., the karakatva of planets in 
building dwelling places, we can get peace and tranquillity 
and general happiness in our lives. 

The whole world is a manifestation of the Panca- 
mahabutas or Panca-tattvas , viz., Prthvi, Apa, Tejas , Vayu 
and Akasa. The Akasatattva works in higher dimensions 
of life, whereas the four basic Tattvas , viz., Prthvi, Apa, 
Teja, Vayu, are of great utility in man’s day-to-day life. He 
himself is a product of the Pahcamahabhutas. The house 
in which he dwells has three components of the Tattvas 
and if proper rules are not followed, there will be every 
likelihood of suffering with anxieties in life. In our day-to 
day life, we have to cook our food, eat, sleep and do many 
other activities of our day-to-day life in our house. These 
can be grouped under Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamos' a 
natures. Each direction and a portion of the house are 
earmarked for our different department of life, keeping m 
view the planetary Karakatvas. If this rule is transgresse , 
there will be confusion and those dwelling in that p ace wi 
encounter many problems of health and monetary airs j. 
Even for the mutual understanding between mem ers 
a family, there will be differences and stress. 

Let us try to understand the different directions an 


* 50/7, Apama Complex. S.C. Road. Bangalore-560 009. 
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their rulers. 

Rulers: The East direction is ruled by the Sun, and the 
West is ruled by Saturn. In the same way, the North is 
ruled by Mercury, and the South is ruled by Mars. The 
North-East is ruled by Jupiter, and the South-East is ruled 
by Venus. Trie North-West is ruled by the Moon, and the 
South-West is ruled by Rahu. 

East: The Sun, who rules this direction, is the promoter 
of health and that is why the sun-rays should enter a 
house early in the morning. Therefore, we have to keep 
doors and windows properly to get the sunlight in a house. 
Windows Eire, therefore, ruled by the Sun and the Moon 
who are called the luminaries, which, in other words, are 
plEinets responsible for light in human life, Eind more 
specifically, physical and mental health. The life-giving 
principles of the Sun should be followed by keeping doors 
and windows open so that the sunrays enter a house as 
the morning Sim has a property of purifying water. The 
entry of sunlight in the morning is life-protecting, and as 
the Sun goes up, his destructive force comes into play. By 
evening when it comes down, it again has a soothing 
influence. If by chance the kitchen is located in the East 
of the house, Venus being the enemy of the Sun, the 
housewife may suffer from bilious complEiins and nervous 
debility, and also there may be uterine disorders. 

West: Saturn is the presiding deity of the West direction. 
This direction is very suitable for locating the dining room 
which will bring auspicious influence to the family. The 
person who has the main door in this direction will have 
come up from great difficulties Eind he ekes out his 
livelihood by physical labour as Saturn stands for labour 
and hard work. To keep food-grains in this direction is 
good. 

North: Since the North is ruled by Mercury which is a 
planet of the mind, education etc., we can keep the study- 
room in this direction, in addition to the treasury of wealth. 
The presiding deity Mercury who is symbolic of God Visnu 
is the Lord of Wealth. If the main door is kept in this 
direction the head of the family will be intelligent and will 
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earn his living through business enterprises or intellectual 
activities as Mercury stands for buddhU the karakatvas for 
consultation and communication are good here. Generally, 
this is a good direction to keep the money-chest. 

South: The South direction has Mars as its lord. This 
is the best direction for the bedroom. The husband- 
governing planet Mars and the wife-governing planet Venus 
are both friendly to each other. This, therefore, is a goo 
direction for them to sleep and is very conducive to deep 
attachment and understanding between them. When the 
kitchen and the bedroom are in one direction, the coup e 
will experience a lot of mental unrest. It is also not g°° 
to take food in this direction as they may suffer ill-he 
or other ailments. This direction is called the direction o 
the god of Death. 

North-West: Vayu is the presiding deity of this direction. 
Vdyu is the god of Wind, and the ruler is the Moon. e 
main door is towards this direction, the lord of the ouse 
will have many travels. This is a very good place for storage 
of food-grains. The Pu/d-room here will also bring ausp 


cious indications. _ . 

South-West: This direction is ruled by Rahu. 1 
place where the toilet has to be built. If by chance e ^ 
of this direction are dilapidated, there will be visi a 10 
spirits. , ^ e 

North-East: This direction is ruled by Jupiter an ^ ne 
presiding deity is Isvara. This is the place ^ere ^ 
contemplation is done. Idols of worship should e . ^ 
this direction. The owner of the house will 
honour, respect and prestige in society. It is sai sure 
Pu/d-room and the bathroom in this direction vn health, 
auspicious results and will promote longevity, g°° 
good fortune and peace of mind. troct is 

South-East: The presiding deity of the South-East ^ 
Agni, the god of fire, and Venus is the governing P 
this direction. If the kitchen is kept in this dir ^. c , 1 Chance 
will be peace and tranquility in the family. y ^ 

there is an overhead tank or large accumu a ion 
articles in this direction corners, the house-wi e 
daughters will suffer from ill-health. 


118 vAstu, astrology and architecture 

Therefore, to understand the good and bad aspects of 
different portions of the house, one has to understand the 
permutations and combinations of major planets and sub¬ 
planets joining them. In order to understand this, we have 
to identify each planet with different portions of the house. 
The Sun and the Moon representing the windows are found 
on the right and left side of the front portion of the house. 
The inside hall of the house is identified with Mars, Venus 
with the bedroom, Saturn with the store-room, and Ketu 
with ventilation of the front door. Generally speaking, Ketu 
represents the conservancy, stagnant water or a ditch. The 
moon generally stands for cowshed and also storage of 
grains. Though Saturn is also a planet connected with 
storage, he represents Bhutaganas, which means, living 
beings who consume food. Therefore, the West direction is 
meant for dinning room. In addition to mercury’s jurisdic¬ 
tion of the hall in the house, he represents the treasury 
room where treasures of the house in the form of jewels, 
money, cash and documents are kept. It may be also called 
as strong-room where the iron-chest is kept. Rahu, the 
ruler of Nirrtya is a planet ruling waste material. Therefore, 
the lords of eight directions are Irudra (East), Agni (South- 
East), Yama (South), Vanina (South-West), Sani (West), 
Kubera (North), isvara (North-East), and Vauu (North- 
West). 

Just like the Four Classes {catumarnya) of human 
beings, the soils are also categorised under four types. Red, 
white, yellow, and black or rocky soil. Therefore, each type 
o soil is suitable for a particular set of people who are 
engaged in a particular avocation, such as intellectual 
pursuits, public social affairs, business enterprises, and 
manu agricultural pursuits. If white soil is selected by 

rP d ^ ° P Ursue Intellectual pursuits, they will prosper 
We ’, e so ^ * s use ful for people who are engaged in public 
soc airs. Yellow soil is suitable for the business 
community, and black soil is useful for those who are 
engage in physical labour. Then, among the mixed soils, 
white and red are good for prosperity. Then we have to infer 
the different materials used in the construction of the 
house. Lime is indicated by Mars. Hard stones are also 
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indicated by Mars. Marble stones are indicated by the 
Moon, and black stones are indicated by Saturn. The wall 
in the house which is covered by darkness indicates 
miseries to the womenfolk of the house indicated by 
Saturn. 

Let us study some of the Kdrakatvas of the planet which 
can fit into the Vdstu principles: The Sun stands for fire* 
father, east direction, mental purity, copper and mouth. 
The Moon stands for mind, water, heart, silver, mother, 
pond, nourishment, pleasures of life, eating, good blood 
and vital energy. Mars stands for south, fire, affection, 
jewel, gold, beautiful clothes, management of wild ele¬ 
ments, independence, etc. Mercury stands for treasury, 
education, writing, conversation, philosophy, doctor, as¬ 
trology, flourishing of family and sacred prayer. Jupiter 
stands for cow, philosophy, gods, finance, religious duty, 
Mantra, holy water, movements in heaven, sweet juice, 
gentleness, Vedic text, and being engaged in one’s duty. 
Venus stands for women, marriage, south-east corner, 
beauty, love-making, enjoyment, singing, happiness from 
wife and luck. Saturn stands for labour class, workers, 
servile duty, old age, strong at the conclusion of the day, 
black grains, iron, a room where weapons are kept and 
quality of Tomas. Rahu stands for north-west direction, 
gambling, waste material and dirty things. Ketu stands for 
Lord Ganesa, great penance, science of witchcraft, knowl¬ 
edge of Brahma, philosophy and luck. 

Now we can understand how our Rishis built houses in 
conformity with planetary directions and their Kdrakatvas 
for the peace and prosperity of man. They have also taken 
into consideration the benefic and malefic qualities of the 
planets. For example, Jupiter, Mercury and Sun are 
benefic with Sattvika nature, and the Moon and Venus are 
benefic with Rdjasilca nature, and Mars, Saturn and Rahu 
are malefic with Tdmasika nature. In our daily life, we may 
segregate our actions into Sattvika, RajasUca and TdmasUca 
activities. 

Now, when we come to the actual picture of house, we 
see the rules of Vdstu for different activities as follows: 
Praying in the North-East direction, sleeping in the South 
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direction, studying, commercial undertakings and keeping 
the treasury in the North, and storing of grains and having 
servants’ quarters in the West of the house. When we take 
to the sleeping room, elders will sleep towards South-West. 
West ruled by Saturn is symbolic of old age and in other 
directions, young members of the house may be sleeping. 
Since the hall of the house is a communicating room where 
friends and relatives come and sit and discuss, it is ruled 
by Mercury, the planet of communication. The Vastu 
principles strictly follow the enmities and friendships of 
planets. Certain Karakatvas of one planets may not be 
suitable for another planets who is inimical to him. For 
example, fire will not go hand-in-hand with air. Fire stands 
for Mars, and Saturn stands for air. In the same way, 
South and North, East and West, North-East and South- 
West, and North-West and South-East are directions that 
do not harmonise mutually. Therefore, the Karakatvas 
coming under one planet should not be exchanged or 
placed in the direction of the inimical opposite planet 
which creates disharmony and distress in the family. Since 
benefics and Sattvika Grahas are bent on doing good to the 
native, they should be given more prominence than malefics 
and their directions. With regard to the loads, the malefic 
planetary directions should cariy more load than the other 
benefic planetary side. In the same way, water should 
always run towards the benefic and Sattvika direction, and 
not vice versa. With this simple planetary understanding 
of the Karakatvas, it is very clear that Vastu principles are 
akin to Astrology, and therefore Vastu is within the purview 
of Astrology. If there is any problems or difficulties, proper 
remedies can be had, keeping in view the planets and their 
Karakatvas, their enmities and friendships. 


Vastu and Jyotisa 

A. Narasimha Alse 


Vastu and Jyotisa cannot do without each other, since 
they are like air and water; they are guiding factors. In the 
socio-economic context of the ancient and middle ages, 
there was close co-operation among the five groups of 
craftsmen dealing with (a) Iron, (b) Wood, (c) Copper, 
(d) Stone-Sila and (e) Gold-Suuama. The Puranic accounts 
refer to the creator 'Visvakarman' himself as the primordial 
craftsman. Human beings depend upon traditional 
craftsmen like goldsmiths, blacksmiths, carpenters, 
stone-sculptors and masons. In the Brhat-samhitd of 
Varahamihira, Silpa-sastra and Architecture [vastu) are 
dealt with. Later, the tendency to write books on specific 
topics even in architecture like building of houses began. 
As a result we have works like the Manusydlaya-candrikd 
and the Grha-vdstu-sara for ordinary houses, the Prdsada- 
kalpa, etc., for palaces, the Mandira-vdstu for temples, the 
Vapi-kupa-laksana for excavating Tanks and wells, and 
the Vdstu-ratndvali for designing buildings. 

The well-known texts of Vastu Sastra are the Manasara 
the Aparajita-prccha , the Samarangana-sutradhdra, and 
the Visvakarma-vdstusdstra. With reference to the com¬ 
mon residential buildings, there are four important de¬ 
signs: (1) Ekasala , i.e., those constructed on one direction, 

(2) Dvisala (two sides); (3) Trisala (three sides) and (4) 
Catuhsala (four sides). Of these the important one is the 
Ekasala one. The Alinda of house is its verandah. A house 
is again divided into three parts: (1) Brahma-bhdga is t e 
Front Part; (2) Gandharva-bhdga is the Centre part; an 

(3) Manusya-bhaga is the Hind Part. 

The Brahma-bhdga (front part) is good for study, plan¬ 
ning, meeting friends and entertainment. The Gandharva- 
bhdga (centre part) is good for cooking, dining, bathing 
and for the work of the servants. And, the manusya-bhaga 
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(hind part) for sleeping and keeping money, ornaments, 
etc. 

Now, let us deal with planets and their effects on 
houses, in view of the science of Astrology. 

Sun: Sun is the soul (atmakdraka) besides being 
Pitrkaraka, and governing planet of the fifth sign Leo of the 
zodiac ( bhacakra ). In Grhavdstn, the window on the East 
should be such as to allow maximum sun-light, otherwise 
it will disturb the prosperity of a family. 

Moon. The left side of a house is indicative of mother 
or daughter. If the left window happens to be a puja room, 
women will enjoy divine perception, wisdom (Moon + 
upiter), in case a room is full of darkness with materials 
dumped, the house wife suffers ill-health. 

_ Mars and Venus: The kitchen should be in South-East 
(agneyi). Mars is the planet ruling the South. But it is 
onnn* W ^° g ° ve [ ns a kitchen. If a kitchen is situated 
there h a h * dTOOm ’ though there may a happiness, 
Wtche^lSl ealth ' In some houses, where both the 

:^gs^“ ombined ’ great h - dship is felt 

vistors’ room^p 61 ^ 111 ^ governs ^he North, verandah, hall 

hall itself the nwr^" 01 ^’ If there is a P u J a room in th6 

from lands. If the hall is Sf f ^. Uy en J°y s great benefl g S 
wife will be earning attached to bedroom, the house 

veot„ a t ion b ' or e “X g es? h" ^ haU Suffl = rs Wan ‘ A 

e " n j n « s through shady ' be lmmoral affalrS 

is suited for P nroner leS the direction of North-East which 
directly facing a nuia rtfr!*^ room - Suppose the door is 
in life, later on one wn ^ even though there be hardship 
Saturn: It governs the < L enJ ° y P ros P e rity. f 

Rahu. Rahu and Ketu re WeSt £Uld is the best friend ° f 
respectively. Food materia^T 111 main door rear d °° V ’ 

otco ts auspicious fead °? d ‘ n the West (store r ° 01 ”' 
Rahu: It governs the ? to P ros Perity. 
location of water closed a^H^i WeSt Unused materials- 
governs the main door, the e ° t lletS here is g° od - As Rab r 
an the other doors. ntrance door must be larg e 
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Ketu: The direction of Ketu is also the North-East. Ketu 
governs small rear door, the bath rooms, ditches and 
staircase. If the staircase leading to the first floor is near 
the main door entrance, it indicates self-deception and is 
not auspicious. 


Relevance of Muhurta to 
Vast/u Sastra 


S. Krishna Kumar*, B.E. ( Mech.), FICAS 


Muhurta normally means auspicious time at which various 
events of life are fixed. Muhurta is as important as the 
methodology of building construction. As per Vastu, an 
auspicious time for fixing the main-door frame, for digging 
the earth and the Grha-pravesam after the completion of 
the building plays an important role in one’s life. 

Good Days for Grharambha ( Safiku-sthapana and 
Guddali Puja) 


left | 



mrdu-dhruva-svdli-pusya-dhanisthddi-va.ta.ye ravau / 
mule punarvasau saumyavare prarambham subham // 

“Mrdu-samjnaka (Mrgasirsa, Revati, Citra), Dhruva- 
samjnaka (Uttara, Uttardsddhb, Uttarabhadrapada, Rohini), 
Svati, Pusya Dhanisthd, Satabhisa, Hasta, Mula and 
Punarvasu are good to start the building construction 
activity”. 

3TTf^TMlMc|4 rj eJTTT: I 

fed)ill xf <3d)'A|| xf Wt xt TJ'^IH) 'rfSIT || 

adityabhaumavaijarh tu varah same subhavahah / 
dvitiya ca trtiya ca sasthi ca pancami tatha // 

“All the days except Sunday and Tuesdays are auspi¬ 
cious. The second, third, fifth and sixth tithis are bad.” 


* 5, IV Block, III cross, Kumar Park West, Bangalore-560 020. 
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Wit TT8IT I 

W^ft fcTSRT: IFJ: TI^T^T: II 

saptaml dasami caiva dvadasy-ekadasl tatha / 
trayodasl pancadasl Lithayah syuh. subhavahah // 

“The seventh, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and 
fifteenth (Full Moon) lunar days are said to be auspicious. 

^iRsfd yPdM<t i 

^bdUjrxlUd ^ TTht FTTThTfcFTt II 
daridryarh. pratipal kuryat caturthl dhanaharini / 
astamyu.ccdta.ri~i caiva navami saslraghatiru // 

“If a house is commenced on the first tithL, there is 
poverty, if on the fourth lunar day, loss of wealth, if on 
the eighth day eviction, and if on the ninth day, danger 
from weapons." 

TFDTT ^ ^dtfllfcHIVHH, I 
SlfdglMo^ dp WM y M^dH, II 

darse rajyabhayam bhiite sutadaravinasanam / 
dhanistha-pancake naiva kuryat stambha-samuc- 

chrayam // 


“If begun on Amavasya fear from the government, if on 
the fourteenth day, destruction of children and ladies. T e 
house should not be commenced in Dhanistha-panca a. 


tidbit yicLKlR FTRTThT > 

sutradvara silanyasa prakaradi samarabhat / 
yamitram dvividham varjyam vedhopagrahakartan 

‘The Lagna at the commencement of the building should 
not be flanked on either side by malefics and Upagra as. 


$Rdcb cbUdch cRTvi WJWJZ wfrct xf | 

xr^r FTFT TTRT d-dfPd WpT ^ II 
<£d)McH H?JT Pdt^cHdd f^TT. I 

MlMcHHlPd MIMiVU: MNddUd^T ^ II 
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kulikam kantakam kalarh yamaghantam tathaiva ca / 
janmatrtiya pahca sapta tara varji/dni bhani ca / / 
kuyogavana safyras ca tathd trisprkkhalam dinam / 
papalagnani papdrhsah papavargas tathaiva ca / / 

Bad days, bad Lagna, bad Lagna-navamamsa and 
malefic Vargas, Gulikd, Yamaghanta-kdla, the first, third, 
i . seventh stars from the native’s birth star are not 

recommended.” 

ffcrfsmteTT %Tcrrr3Tr: i 
if cr*TmT ^n^ETfiTrr n 




ksatras^r^tju Caused tithis and weekdays and 
ihibited for for marriage -muhurtas are 


Vastu Purusa Diagram 


RIGHT FRONT fc 


RIGHT shoul 


RIGHT hi 



LEFT HEEL 


BACK AT THE TIP 
OF SPINAL 


BACK 


LEFT SHOULDER 


FACE 


FOREHEAD 


LEFT FRONT FOOT 
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Vastu Cakram 


Ttct$*TTfiT ^TET 'MlPNrTH. I 

^PhT^St fWZt fHvT tT^l% II 

nPy^ I 

slPl r^tcticnII 

^ -^fTfoT gmcT: I 

t^tyiPciyiPd TnW: II 
f?KWKlPHdli?ld J JfPt^1 -tili J JMl<ijr: I 

MPV^M ^ 5TTFFT: II 

^8Tt FTT^ ^Pgm HW: ^ ^ifi-MI VI^TR^ > 

^ <iRsi4 Tfter Rr^tth, " 

^4r 1 -^m<Hi ^Fufst ^PdchMj'^ i _ , 

vastucakram pravaksyami yac ca vi/asena . 

yasmin rkse sthito bhanus tadadau ~ trini mas 
catuskam agrapa.de syat paras catvari P 0 ^ 0 *™-^ . . 
prsthe ca trini rksani daksakuksau catus ca 
pucche catvari rlcsani Icuksau catvari / / 

mukhe bhatrayam eva syur astavimsa a 
sirastaragnidahaya grhodvaso grapa a P°_ 
sthairyarh syat pascime pd.de pr?i ie ^hanagamah // 

kuksau sydd daksine labhah pucche ^ tara m II 

vamakuksau ca daridryam mu "c.tikdarham / 
punarvasau nrpddindm kartavyam sutikagrn 

The Vastu Cakram is as follows- g un indicate the 
The stars from that occupied y f 0 jj oW s: 
different reckoned parts of the body as 

_ Forehead 


1-3 Stars 
4-7 Stars 
8-11 Stars 
12-14 Stars 
15-18 Stars 
19-22 Stars 
23-25 Stars 
26-28 Stars 


Front toe 
Heel 

Back Hpr right Shoulder 

Region under g^. nal region) 

Back (hp j r shoulder 

Region under leu 

Face 



























128 


VASTU, ASTROLOGY AND ARCHITECTURE 


If the star falls on the forehead, fire accident takes place; 
if on the front foot, prosperity of the house; if on the heels, 
permanancy; if on the back, financial benefits; if under the 
right shoulder, all types of profits; if on the tip of the spinal 
region, the owner will suffer very badly including destruc¬ 
tion; if under the left shoulder, poverty; and if on the face, 
permanent problems. (A special note on Pimar-vasu says 
that) the labour ward commenced on Punarvasu star is 
auspicious. 

Now, for example, consider a man born in Rohinl asks 
a question about commencement of a mu.hu.rta for digging 
of earth for his building (bhumi-puja) when the Sun is in 
Mrgaslrsa. According to astrology, Mrgaslrsa being Sampata- 
tara is good for bhumi-puja . But according to Vastu , the 
first three stars commencing from Mrgaslrsa will fall on the 
forehead as per the Vastu-cakra. Accordingly, such a star 
causes fire accidents. Therefore, even though Mrgaslrsa is 
a Sampat-tara, it should be delected and a suitable star 
like Uttara-phalgunl falling on the ninth star would be 
suitable. As per Vastu-cakra, this star falls on heels which 
is auspicious indicating permanancy. Thus, Uttara-phalgunl 
is suitable both astrologically and according to the Vastu- 
cakra, and, therefore, is auspicious for the Grharambha- 
muhurta. In a similar manner, muhurtas can be fixed for 
any given day by noting the star transitted by the Sun on 
a particular day. 

Special Information on Muhurta 

\A ^ TTcfoT II ^ II 

srauanabhijitor madhye pravesam tatra karayet / 
caralagne caramsam ca sarvatha parivaijayet / /1 / / 

Construction of the entrance of Labour Room ( sutikagrha ) 
should never be undertaken during Cara Lagna and Cara 
Navamamsa. 

VRTWf 'g-^dld %FT II ^ II 
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%^d^TTTfr: I 

frqfui chK^r^MHMbdM^: 7g#ffrT: 11 $ II 

janmabh.de copacaye lagne varge tathaiva ca / 

prarambhanam praJcurvlta naidhanarh. parivarjayet//2// 

papais tristhayagataih saumyaih kendratrikonagaih / 

nirmanam Icarayed vimanam astamasthaih khalair 

mrtih / /3/ / 

The Upasraya house (third, sixth, tenth or eleventh) 
from Janma Rasi, as well as the eight sign from it should 
not be the rising sign for starting construction. 

Such constructions begun when malefic planets occupy 
the third, sixth, or eleventh house from Lagna, and 
benefics occupy Kendras and Konas from it, death is sure 
to take place in them, if malefics occupy the eighth house 
from the Lagna. 

Yogas 

Tfe: ^ ^ fHcf I 

Gurur lagne ravih sasthe dyute saumye sukhe site / 
Trtlyasthe ’rkaputre ca tadgrham satamayusam // / 

1. If Jupiter is in Lagna, the Sun in the sixth, Mercury 
in the seventh, Venus in the fourth, and Saturn in 
third, the house constructed will last for hundred years 

>W<ld) VMJUfpJT frTSfrT II 3 II , 

bhrgur lagne ’mbare saumye labhasthdne ca 
guruh kendragato yatra satavarsani tisthati // 

2. If in Ascendant Venus is posited, Mercury 
Sun in eleventh and Jupiter in Kendras (i.e. irs ’ 
seventh, tenth), the house will last for hun re y 

TTlTm: cjrsft Wt aivHrUI^: WRT ^ 11 

hibukejne ’mbare candre labhe ca kujabhaskarau / 
prarambhah kurute yasya asityahuh krama bhavet/ / / 
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3. If Jupiter is in the fourth from the Ascendant and 
Moon in the tenth. Mars and Sun in the eleventh, the 
house constructed in such a Lagna will last for eighty 
years. 

ciH I 

Tcft W TJfTO^T: TT ^ II * II 

lagne mrge putrage ’nye sasthe bhaume trtlyage / 
ravau yasya grharambhah sa ca 

tisthecchatadvayam / /4// 

4. If Venus is in the Ascendant, Jupiter in the fifth, Mars 
in the sLxth, Sun in the third, the house constructed will 
last for two hundred years. 

W feldl^lPd frTgfrT II II 

lagnasthau gurusukrau ca ripurasigate kuje / 
surge labhagate yasya dvisatabdani Listhati //5// 

5. If Jupiter and Venus are in Lagna and Mars in the 
sixth and Sun in the eleventh, the house constructed in 
such a Lagna will last for two hundred years. 

vTWrm USUluii I 

wrwsfr err ti^n 

svocce labhagate mande sahasranam samasthitih / 
svoccastho va bhrgur lagne svocce susamsthite //6// 

6. If Venus is in exaltation in the Lagna (i.e. Mina or 
Pisces Lagna) or Jupiter is exalted in the fourth and exalted 
Saturn is in the eleventh, the house will last for many 
thousand years. 

ctxiivU'Ulrl ^P^ c*|ctqfd: | 

f%TT ^T^ll II 

karkalagnagate candre kendrasthane ca vakpatih / 
mitrasvoccasthitaih khetair laksmis tvasya dram 

bhavet //7// 
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7. If the Moon is placed in Karka , i.e. Cancer Lagna, 
Jupiter in a Kendra and benefics in friendly or exalted 
houses, the house commenced during such a Lagna will 
last long and will be a wealthy house. 

cfTFOTT "5^11 C II 

ijyottardtraydhinduvisnughdtrjdlodusu / 

varuna sahitesv esu krtam geham sriyd yutam //8// 

8. The house commenced in the star Pusya, Uttara 
Phalguni, Uttardsadhd, Uttarabhadrapada Aslesa, Mrgasirsa, 
Sravana, Rohini or Purvabhadrapada will be a house o 
wealth. 

r^d<yifcd cn%r 

fRT "JIH. n 11 

digdaivatvastra varisa rudraditivasudusu / . 

sukrena sahitesv esu krte dhdnya pradam grham 11 11 

9. The house commenced in Visakha, Citra, Satabhi?a, 
Ardra, and Punarvasu, when the Venus is in Dhanis . xa, 
that house will always have the granaries full. 

II I' 

hastarthabhatvastra dasra canuradhidubhesu ca 
buddhena sahitesv esu dhanayuktasukhapradam/ / 

10. A house commenced in Hasta, Uttara-phalgunv Crtra* 
with Mercury in Asvinx and Anuradha, will bestow inan 
happiness to children. 

Evil Yogas 

TTJ&H'Icldf '^srf MtlP^: I 

VTTt-'h Try fyyyyfrr n ^ u 

satruksetragatair va nicasthair va parajitaih. / 
prarambhe yasya bhavane laksmis tasya vinasya // 
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1. If the Ascendant is in inimical or debilitated or 
defeated sign, a house constructed then will be trouble¬ 
some with destruction of wealth certain. 

WTFRSlt WRSfh dTI 
uuiffOT dvt$H II ^ II 

eko’pi parabhagastho dasame saptame ’pi vd / 
varnadhipe balair hine tadgrham parahastagam 1/2/1 

2. If the lord of any house is posited in the seventh or 
tenth inimical house and if the Varnadhipa is devoid of 
strength, then such a house commenced in such a Lagna 
will go to others. 

m hi- mi el vlH d rf dl^mflfgld I 

rllvneU^lp' ipiH II 3 II 

papantarale lagne na ca saumyayutiksite / 
astamasthe' rkapatre casltyabdadi hanyate //3// 

3. If the Lagna is between two malefics and if benefics 
do not aspect it, and if Saturn is in the eighth, the house 
gets destroyed in the eightieth year. 

vT^PT^ did ■JqHMfiffSJd'l 

'dTftr TTdddffferT || * || 

mande lagnagate caiua kuje saptama-samsthite / 
subhair aviksite vapi satavarsani hanyate //4// 

4. If Saturn is in the Ascendant, Mars in the seventh 
f” bene ^ ic Planets do not aspect the Lagna then also 

he house will last in hundred years. 

vip’iPi i 

HRwn PhHri dtd yfly cT^fgdijiiifd ii n 

lagnabhe sasini ksine mrtyusthdne ca bhusute / 
prarambhah kriyate yasya sighram tad uinasyati/ /5/ / 

5. If in the Ascendant Lagna, Moon is posited and in the 
eighth house is Mars, the house constructed in such a 
Lagna collapses early. 
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^VllMdft rTSj^ ^ I 

■qtf^ra^iH ^ ^terii^ ii 

dasapatau balair tune varnanathe tathaiva ca / 
plditarksagale surye na vidadhyat kadacana //6// 


6. If the tenth lord is devoid of strength as also as the 
Varnanatha, and if Sun is in Dustasthana (bad house), one 
should never start the construction of a house. 


cpfa '*^6^ Tjt II \9 II 

pitrmulejyabhdgydrkam pausnabhesu ca yat krtam / 
kujena sahitesv esu grham sandahyate'gnina / P / / 


7. The house commenced during the transit of Mars in 
Maghd, Mulct, Pusya, Purvdphdlguni, Hasta, and Revati is 
ravaged by fire. 


t$vT ^ ^ <£Pdcb|tii<ii)c| ^ I 

ijcttMi|5HI Mt|I -eld ^ ■HHchH s II 
inj "hi A*1 WT dVM 'JTrf I 

3tfbRT TOlt II C II 

mulam ca revati caiva krttilcdsddhameva ca I 
purvdphdlguni hastarh ca maghd caiva tu saptacam 
esu bhaumena yuktesu vare tasyaiva vesma ya . 
agnina dahyate krtsnam putranasah prajayate // 


8. If the house is commenced on Tuesday^ an i 1 
transit Mars is in Mula, Revail, Krttika, Purva^a ia, 
Purvdphdlguni, Hasta or Maghd, then that house is su 
to be ravaged by fire, and there will be loss of chi ren l 
that house. 


3tfbRSTTTT ^ ^ T? I 

PiPAri mP<i ■^mP'i'ii ^AcjPcui^ ii ii 

agninaksatrage surye candre ca tatra samsthite / 
nirmitam mandirarh nunam agnina dahyate drat/ / / / 


9. If the Sun and the Moon are in Krttika, the house built 
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during such time will burn due to fire. 

^ ^uunwiPd I 

yPHAIWpLJ VlPdRdWcp ^ || 

^Mufi ^ -qcT: ^rdfr 8Rmr^TTfy% tj% i 
^ II II 

jyesthdnurddhake caiva bharanisvati purvabhe / 
dhanisthasv api rksesu sanis tisthed dine ’sya ca // 
krpano na matah prokto dhanadhanyddhike grhe / 
pntre jate'thava tasmingrhyate yaksaraksasaih/ /10// 

10. If during the transit of Saturn in Jyestha, Anuradha, 
Bharanu Svati, Purvasadha and Dhanisthcy and the week 
day happens to be Saturday, there will be wealth in the 
house, but if children are born, they will not live due to 
reasons that cannot be detected. 

M^lPdVIlfsrfq cTSJT TTWTPfc <*,11^11 ^ II 

madhyahne tu krtarh vastu kartnjittdvindsanam / 
mahdnisavapi tathd sandhyayor naive kanjet / /11 / / 

11. The commencement of the house in the midday, 
afternoon or midnight leads to destruction of money of the 
owner. 

Tirt i^yiPd Hch<ilv)'5>vil<vi^ ^ 

nasarh disanti makaralikuUralagne mese ghate dhanusi 

karmasu dlrgham uktam / 
kanyadhane mithunage dhruvam arthalabham 

jyotirvidah kalasasimhavrsesu siddhim //12// 

12. The Grharambha in Capricorn, Scorpio or Cancer 
Lagna leads to destruction; delays in Aries, in Libra, Virgo, 
Pisces and Gemini profit of money; in Aquarius, Leo and 
Taurus auspicious results and fulfilment of objectives. 
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Planetary Combination in Lagnas 

^Tft^T Tf^FT^ft II 

^ft% ^nrf^chim: fj: \phqfrfyci *nft%i 

'Cj-s^ VoTcfft II ^ II 

[agrne ’r/ce vqjrapatah kosahanis ca sltagau / 
mrtyur visvambharaputre daridryam ravinandane // 
Jlue dharmdrthakdmah syuh putrotpattis ca bhargave / 
candraje kusalavaptir yavadayuh pravartate //1 // 

1. At the commencement of the house, if: 

Sun is in the Ascendant, Vajrapdta (calamity) takes 
place; 

Moon is in the Ascendant, destruction of the wealth or 
of money; 

Mars is in the Ascendant, death takes place; 

Saturn is in the Ascendant, poverty ( daridrya ); 
Jupiter is in the Ascendant, Dharma, Artha and Kama 
are obtained; 

Venus is in the Ascendant, birth of son; and 
Mercury is in the Ascendant, healthy life till the end. 

left ^iPhv^ Rft 

ylxt) hmi n 

^ ^U|«U4rxi^ wff^or^T^I 

*J*ft H 2 II 

dvidyasthe ravau hartis candre satruksayo bhayet/ 
bhumije bandhanam proktam nana vighnani bhanuje/ / 
budhe dravinasampatdr gurau dharmabhivardhanam / 
yathakamavinodena bhrgau kamam vrajet phalam/ III 

2. If the Sun is in the second, loss will take place, 
if moon is in the second, destruction of enemies, 
if Mars is in the second, imprisonment, 

if Saturn is in the second, many obstructions, 

if Mercury is in the second, increase of wealth and 

money; 
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if Jupiter is in the second, Dharmavrddhi takes place; 
and 

if Venus is in the second, high sexual satisfaction. 


Wifi^dVct vfrT 11 3 || 

trtlyasthesu papesu saumyesveva visesatah / 
siddhih syad acirad eva yathdbhilasitam prati //3// 

3. If malefics are in the third, delays in all spheres will 
take place; and 

if benefics are there, the aim will be fulfilled quickly- 


Tpn- , 

^•j^isfaro: VIP* n 

, mi 

candraZid^lh^uu’ 6 sam Pddyate nrpat / 

viyoaah suhrri - SpPd bhumildbhas ca bhdrgave // 

bZdMnZZ- b ^ nau ma ntrabhedo mahisute / 
nisanathe sarvandso’rkanandane //4// 

if Venuris S in n the e fourth h ’ reSpected by 

if Sun is in ih^ r acc l u i s ition of lands; 

if Mercury"s ta he r ' ° f Mends: 

‘f Mars ta In the fo„ Pr0fit of money: 

if Moon is in the fn, treatin g of men differently, 
if Saturn ” „ m dest i-uclion of intelligence: and 

■n the fourth, destruction of all matters. 

Wjarafii: Weirtrra^^ 

Pmcame tu sJmS^ II o || 

sukre putrasukhdv(^^ traV °^ udfxan ^ ama ^ / 
su taduhkharh sahn< - '■ ra ^ na ^bhas tathenduje // 
bhaume kdryavirodhrZ WaU ^anke kalahah smrtah / 

• s ydt saure 

bandhuvimardanam //^' 
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5. If Jupiter is in the fifth, good friends and acquisition 
of money; 

if Venus is in the fifth, bestowal of son; 
if Mercury is in the fifth, bestows precious stones; 
if Sun is in the fifth, difficulties for progeny; 
if Moon is in the fifth, quarrels; 

If Mars is in the fifth, opposition in works; and 
if Saturn is in the fifth, destruction of relatives. 


6 . 


^ fbFTTTT 

MiIh: H 

Tjfi WtFT ^Tjt f^IFFTt 

II ^ II 

sasthasthanagate sitrye roganasarh vinirdiset / 
candre pustih kaje prdptih satire satrubalaksayah / / 
gurau mitrodayah prokto bhrgau vidyagamo ^ 

samyagjndndrthakausalyam naksatrapatinandane/ /b/ / 


If the Sun is in the sixth, destruction of diseases, 
if Moon is in the sixth, development in 


Mars is in the sixth, profits; . 

Saturn is in the sixth, destruction of ene ™ eS ’ t . 
Jupiter is in the sixth, speciality in mantras 

’venus is in the sixth, bestowal of edition; and 
' Mercury is in the sixth, good knowledge and pro 


of money. 


sbMIcvinit fctPiPiVlJ 11 

fOTrit 3 ™ ,: ^E^yajurohite / 

saptamaslhanage jive bud ho J vinir diset // 

gajavajidharitrinam kram vipa dam adiset / 

bhaskare kirtibhangah sy VU anqatdyayam/ P / / 

himdmsau Mesa dydsah patange vyang U 

< Vpnus are in the seventh, profits 
If Jupiter, Mercury and Vem f , 
from elephants, horses an 
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if Sun is in the seventh, fear from enemies and destruc¬ 
tion of fame; 

if Mars is in the seventh, danger foreseen; 
if Moon is in the seventh, tragedy and painful menses; 
if Saturn is in the seventh, physical deformity or handi¬ 
caps. 

^f^T: II 6 II 

naidhane ca sahardmsau vidveso janitapadah / 
sanih sitamayukhe ca bhaume saure ca rugbhayam / / 
budhe mdnadhanapraptir Jive ca vijayo bhavet / 
sukre svajanavedhah syan mantrasyapi dehinah//&/ / 

8. If the Sun is in the eighth, fear from enemies; 
if Moon is in the eighth, loss; 

if Mars is in the eighth, diseases; 
if Saturn is in the eighth, fear; 

if Mercury is in the eighth, gain of money and fame; 
if Jupiter is in the eighth, success; and 
if Venus is in the eighth, discrimination from relatives 
in treatment. 

'"mWI fddm‘hllPii'Kd4J 

^ 8TRJ$RT: tArfft I 

II % || 

vaglse navamasthdne vidyabhogabhinandanam / 
budhe vividhabhogas ca sukre ca vijayo bhavet / / 
candre dhatuksayah prokto dharmahdnis ca bhaskare / 
kuje carthaksayarh vidyad ravije dharmadusanam/ /9// 

9. If Jupiter is in the ninth, vidya, happiness, etc.; 

if Mercury is in the ninth, bestowal of pleasure in many 
ways; 

if Venus is in the ninth, success; 
if Moon is in the ninth, Tuberculosis; 
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if Sun is in the ninth, loss of Dhamruz, 

if Mars is in the ninth, destruction of wealth; and 

if Saturn is in the ninth, Dharma-dosa. 

lift tHPIM: #37: efjftr(- II II 

dasamas thdnage sukre sayandsanasiddhayah / 
suracdrye mahatsaukhyarh vijayah stndhanam budhe // 
mdrtdn.de ca suhrdbuddhis candre sokavivardhanam / 
bhaume ratndgarnah proktah kone kudvilopanam //10 / / 

10. If Venus is in the tenth, sex-pleasure; 

if Jupiter is in the tenth, extreme happiness; 
if Mercury is in the tenth, success, attainment of finan¬ 
cial profits from women; 

if Sun is in the tenth, development in friendship, 
if Moon is in the tenth, increase in tragedies, 
if Mars is in the tenth, availability of precious^ s ones, 
and 

if Saturn is in the tenth, destruction of fame. 

cq^l: W HUH 

Idbhasthdnesu sarvesu labhasthdnam virurdiset 
vyayasthdnesu sarvesu vinirdisyo vyayah s a. 

11. All the planets in the eleventh give profits and in th 
twelfth give losses. 

VtrF: M«>IT Uf: I 

Wfachlulssfa^: << 

^ RMchHLheft TI#I 

’fNRsfr PfiJLbH: VtrFt e|if 1 11 ^ 11 

svocce pumaphalah proktah padonarh s^ar 9 r 

svatrikone’rdhaphaladah pddamitragrhdsn a . / 
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samakse ripurdsau ca samakastaphalau grahau / 
nicastho nisphalah prokto varge tu. satphalah 

subhah// 12// 

12. It is said that planets in exaltation give full results; half 
results in own Rasi and MulaTrUconcu, quarter in friendly 
house; neutral results in neutral Rasis , and bad results 
in inimical house. In debilitation, no results at all. 
Planets in Subha Vargas bestow good results. 

^ trrt vnzvfc ctstt i 

Wnrrt ^ cbKij^ ii n 

dvandvangarasigate surge maghe bhddrapa.de tatha / 
vrksanam cchedanarh kasthasahcayarLham na 

karayet //13// 

13. Do not cut trees when the Sun is in Duisvabhava or 
Common Rasis, and in the months of Magha and 
Bhddrapada (i.e., during September and October). 

One can conclude that however well the building might 
be constructed as per the principles of Vastu, if the 
important Muhurta combinations are not achieved to the 
owner is likely to suffer the effects of bad Muhurta as 
enunciated and outlined above.* 


fi <)I l;i ^°^ e: ^ le author of this article has not revealed the sources 
° 16 verses quoted by him. This has precluded the editor from 

correc ing the readings of some of the verses, which are obviously 
e icient due to a few missing words or syllabhs, e.g. vs. 6 under 

yogas—N.M.K. 








The Efficacy of Vastu 
Sastra 

Kowtha Lalith Manohar* 


The word ‘Vastu is derived from the Sanskrit Dhatu Vasa 
which means ‘to live’. So, Vastu Sastra is the science which 
deals with the layout of the site and the building to be 
constructed. It also gives elaborate details about the 
construction of townships, palaces, complexes, etc. The 
main objective of this Sastra is to make humanity live in 
as perfect a harmony as possible with Mother Nature. This 
Sastra was given to us by the Maharsis. 

The area is divided into eight parts: East, South, West, 
North, North-East, South-East, South-West and North- 
West. Each of these directions has a deity called Dikpala. 
The Dikpalas are as follows: 


East 

South 

West 

North 


- Indra South-East - Agni 

- Yam a South-West - Nirrti 

- Varuna North-West - Vayu 

- Kubera North-East - Isana 


The Vedic texts have given different hymns to the eig 
Dikpalas. Indra is the king of the Devatas. The Sun rises 
on the Eastern Horizon. Hence East is given the n los 
prominent place followed by North, the direction of Ku era, 
the lord of wealth. East is the point of health, virtuous 
living, and fame. North is the point of wealt , name, 
prosperity. North has astronomical significance so as 1 
points towards the Pole-star or the Dhruva c 

Whenever we discuss about the Vastu of a plot or ui mg, 
we first fix the North and East points and then procee 
with the mapping out of the building. 


-Ananda Nilayam”. Kowtha Bhavan, 6-1-294/10. Padmaraonagar. 
Secunderabad-500 025. 
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While fixing the norms for a dwelling house, Vdstu 
Sastra has fixed the Southern side for the bedroom. It also 
states that more space is to be left on the Northern side 
of the plot. Let us examine the logic behind this. Cool 
breeze comes from the Southern direction which is de¬ 
scribed as Malay a-maruta. To enjoy this breeze we require 
space on the Southern side. ‘A’ and ‘B’ construct one 
building each, side by side. The Northern side of ‘A’ will 
be the Southern side of 4 B\ So, automatically when A’ 
leaves more space; on the Northern side, ‘B’ will have more 
open space on his Southern side which will facilitate free 
flow of air. The bedroom which is supposed to be the 
Southern side will have a lot of fresh air. This means that 
when one retires to bed after a tiring day’s work, he will 
en j°y the beautiful cool Southern breeze which will induce 
good sleep. On the Eastern side also one is supposed to 
leave more open space. This enables the early morning Sun 
rays to fall on the front-yard and the building. The Sun 
rays are an antidote for many evils. 

The Vdstu Sastra has been discussed in our scriptures, 
as well. We find references to Vdstu in the Ramayana at 
many places. Vdstu Sastra lays down separate norms for 
dwelling houses, palaces, complexes, public utility build¬ 
ings, etc. For the capital of a kingdom to be constructed, 
the layout is given in detail. For the palace of an Emperor 
or king the layout is given. One can get a broad idea about 
the layout of a capital and more so of the palace of king 
Irom the Sundarakanda of the Ramayana. What we now 
know as lung space” has been described as “Udyana" or 
Vana in the texts. They have also listed the types of trees 
to be grown in these Parks. Water fountains, wells with 
s eps to go up to the water, ponds, lakes and the surround- 
ing greenery are vividly described. Imagine the kingdom of 

vana, Lanka, the total area of that land, the size of the 
people at that time and the millions who lived in that 
kingdom as described by Valmiki. Inspite of all these, the 
ayout could be so well designed. We may refer to Cantos 
6, 7, slokas 1 to 8 of Canto 9 and slokas 1 to 8 of Canto 
15 of the Sundarakanda. 

Nowadays, we argue that cities are overpopulated. It 
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does not mean that the regulatory authorities should allow 
haphazard constructions. Persons with clear perspective of 
Vastu Sastra should head the town planning departments, 
exercising full control over the construction activities ad¬ 
hering strictly to the laid down norms without fear or 
favour. Had this been done, the present state of affairs 
could have been avoided. “Better late than never”. Let the 
people who matter take the initiative in this regard and 
bring out a code for construction of building in the whole 
of the country. 

For construction of temples also, Vastu Sastra coupled 
with Agama Sastra is scrupulously followed. There are 
varieties of Agama Sdstras. Saivagama Vaikhdnasdgama , 
Pancaratragama are a few to be mentioned. For preparing 
idols in the temples, Silpa Sastra is followed in consonance 
with Agama Sastra All these are independent Sdstras and 
are very vast. These are mentioned here to enable the 
readers to understand our glorious and rich traditions and 
culture. A good knowledge of Sanskrit is a prerequisite to 
understand these traditional texts. But, over the years, the 
Sanskrit language was totally ignored by successive gov¬ 
ernments and the people also did not evince interest in 
learning it. The results are obvious. 

Vastu Purusa—Rituals 

The presiding deity of Vastu is called Vastu Purusa While 
laying the foundation stone for a new building or w 1 e 
entering a new building, Vastu Puja and Vastu Homa are 
performed as prescribed by our scriptures to propitia e 
Vastu Purusa and to ward off the evil aspects. I i n ^ G e 
attention of the readers to Canto 56 of the Ayodhy' * a 

and Canto 15 of the Aranyakanda of the Rdmayana In t e 
first reference Srl-Rama mentions to Lak smaya the e ioacy 
of Vastu and Vastu Puja as follows: 

| M [Kartavyarh vas tu-smariani saumitre cirajwibhih ) 
which means, ‘this Vastu Piya has to be done by those who 
wish to live long.’ In his commentary on this pas sage^ 
Mahesa Tlrtha states: 41 

T^xirciiR^cicii cTTOT 
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(Vdstusabdena grhadhisthita sikhiparjanya prabhrtipanca - 
catvarimsad-devata ucyante / Tasam samanam 
homanaivedyabalibhih pujanam bodhayanenoktam) ‘By the 
Vastu is meant the forty-five deities starting with Agni, 
Paijanya etc., who occupy the house. Sage Bodhayana has 
given in the Grhyasutras the procedure to propitiate these 
deities with Havana, offerings, etc.’ this has to be done by 
everyone while entering the new house to have a long and 
happy life. 

If one takes the initiative and pains to delve deep into 
our age-old texts, he will find clear-cut instructions for 
keeping the idols of different gods in the Puja in different 
directions. Even in Pancayatana Puja the idols of the five 
gods Aditya, Ambika, Visnu, Ganapati and Siva have to be 
kept in a particular order placing them in different direc¬ 
tions. When we do the Puja of Sri Satyanarayana Svamu 
we place the Grahas , Dikpalas and others in different 
places. All these indicate that each direction (dik) is 
controlled by one invisible power called Dikpala. 

This power is like electricity which is not visible to the 
naked eye. Electricity can only be seen through a light, fan 
or any other appliance. If one does not have the required 
apparatus, this electricity energy cannot be experienced. 
Similarly, to experience this divine invisible power one has 
to be thorough with this subject and must possess the 
power of concentration. Without these pre-requisites, one 
will definitely not be able to understand or experience the 
efficacy of this Sastra. It is not proper to advise with half- 
baked knowledge, which, in the long run, will prove 
dangerous to all concerned. Of late, we find some people 
trying to interpret this science with their own logic. By 
mere chance some of their versions may come out correct. 
But unless it is supported by the authority of the Sastra, 
it cannot be confirmed as right. 

Let us take a case where a house was constructed by 
the ancestors. The grandfather and father have prospered 
well in that house. But in the third generation, the person 
living in the same house has lots of problems. What could 
be the reason? Vastu panditas examine the building and 
state that all troubles are only due to Vastu . If the Vastu 
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was good for his ancestors, how could it become suddenly 
bad now? This will be a valid question. One answer for this 
will be that the horoscopes of the grandfather and father 
must have been very powerful such that the impact of the 
Vastu defects was not felt by them. Since the horoscope 
of the present person has some lacunae, the Vastu defects 
have come to the fore. So, it is observed that while one 
looks at Vastu he should also look into the natal chart of 
the resident and corroborate the readings. If the placement 
of planets in the natal chart is such that the native has 
to undergo troubles, however much we try to set right the 
Vastu defects, the troubles persist. Vastu defects play their 
part and contribute to the overall bad situation. Correc¬ 
tions made to rectify the defects will reduce the intensity 
of the problems. 

Vastu and astrology are the two divine sciences with the 
help of which one can plan to have a peaceful and happy 
life. These two sciences deal with invisible forces which 
make one’s life happy or otherwise. Let the persons 
practising these two sciences exercise proper care while 
giving predictions or advising their clients about their 
future. They should also be conversant with the remedial 
measures as detailed in our traditional scriptures. 

From the above we find that Vastu is not of modern 
origin but it has been a part and parcel of our traditional 
glorious past. Before I conclude, I would like to touch upon 
the most important saying from our scriptures: 

^>4^ TT^T; TPt I 

kirn kurvanti grahah sarve sanyarkafigdraJcadayah / 

ekadasasthe govinde vasudeve ‘khilatmani / / 

“When one’s mind is filled with the thoughts of the lord 
of the universe, Govinda, and one’s body is engaged in _ e 
service of Vasudeva, what effect can the planets i e 
Saturn, Sun, Mars have on such a noble person? e 
same theme was propounded by Saint Thyagaraja in the 
last century when he sung: “I have no work with the 
planets as long as the merciful Sri Rama is with me. 







Vastu: A Result-Oriented 
Science 

Aruind Pandurang Vaze* 


Vastu Sastra has grown out of life. It has its techniques 
of identification with Nature. Life and destiny are a part 
of the universal fabric of Nature. In Marathi, this is 
described as u Pindl te brahmandl'. 

Today, Vastu Sastra is yet to be discovered and 
systematised. And that is why some intellectuals may have 
a reckless urge to dismiss it as totally irrelevant, ground¬ 
less and even superstitious. But as a matter of fact, this 
science has outlasted the history of modern science and 
it continues to yield amazing powerful results on many 
people in their lives and work. 

In the present day of urbanisation and sophisticated 
modernisation, the principles of Vastu Sastra are still 
applicable. The effects, good or bad, which have been 
ascribed to particular directions are still found to work. 

I have found that even in the concrete jungle of Mumbai, 
if the rules of Vastu are implemented, people can get 
positive results. Thus it is rightly described in the Vedas 
as eternal (sasvata) science. Not only in the flat-system, 
but even in two-room tenement chawl system, one can get 
positive results and get relief from problems. 

In the buildings that have already been constructed, a 
common man is helpless in making structural changes. 
Even then, if he effects changes in the arrangement of 
rooms, he can reduce ill-effects at least to the extent of 30 
to 40% and gain about 25 to 30% positive effects. Vastu 
is a great boon to any grief-stricken and financially over¬ 
burdened family. 


* Advocate, High Court, Bombay, II Floor, Waknis Building, Mugbhat 
Street Comer, Girgaum, Mumbai-400 004. 
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Unfortunately, modern builders and architects do not 
care at all as to how happy a person is who purchases a 
flat and occupies it for years together. I do not blame them, 
because they have never been taught this age-old science. 
They feel that once they design and erect the building or 
structure, their responsibility is over. But no, this should 
never be the attitude of an architect. And that is why Vastu 
Sastra specifies as to how an architect should be. Even the 
Roman architect Vitruvius specifies as to how an architect 
should be. 

It is unfortunate that our entire teaching system in 
architecture colleges is based upon British and French 
methods. A student of architecture knows the names of 
Bannister, Charles Correa, LaCaribonzer, etc., but he is 
totally ignorant of such great names as Maya, Visvakarma, 
Nandlsa, Kasyapa, Parasara, etc., and other ancient mas¬ 
ters of India. 

In the construction of house, flat, or a building, the well¬ 
being of the occupant from every angle is of prime impor¬ 
tance in Vastu Sastra Orientation of any premises consid¬ 
ering the cardinal principles of every direction is an 
essential part while planning the constructions. An occu¬ 
pant should be able to lead a happy and peaceful life, once 
he occupies and starts residing in a flat or bungalow, an 
this is possible only if the principles enunciated in Vastu 
Sastra are implemented by architects and builders. 

In the Vedic period, the Rishis and their Asramas an 
Parnakutis on the bank of rivers, and those were place 
in such a way that at no time would there be any 
imbalance between Nature and the Asrama. All the ru es 
of Vastu Sastra were followed and that is why we have no 
heard of any Asrama being swept of Janhavi Risii a 
Janwad which had a tree known as Ajanvrksa. Even e 
Krishna river had to take a turn without touching 
Asrama during the floods. Till 7th July, 1941, the Ajanvrksa 
and the Parnakuti of Janhavi Rishi were in good shape. 
Unfortunately, thereafter all sorts of bad elements too 
shelter in the Asrama and the Ajanvrksa tree was uprooted 
in the year 1962-63. The Ajanvrksa tree had all sorts of 
properties to give maximum benefits provided your behaviour 
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is good; it will shower all beneficial blessings on you 
provided its sanctity is kept. 

The importance of trees has been specifically mentioned 
in the Vastu Sastra. That is why it is said: 

vaijayet purvato ‘svat tharh plaksarh daksinastatha / 
nyagrodharh pascime bhage uttare capyiLdumbcircim / / 

Which trees should be planted in which direction? What 
are its positive and negative aspects? The Pipal tree is the 
most powerful tree amongst all. It gives strength and 
wealth in abundance if planted at its proper place and 
worshipped regularly; so also, it totally annihilates the 
family if one tries to cut it down. A person cutting down 
the Pipal tree is bound to suffer an attack of paralysis or 
may become a pauper or some such adverse incident will 
take place within a veiy short span. The age of the Pipal 
tree is very important as it gives results only after it is eight 
years old. 

In a recent case from Pune, a Pipal tree was uprooted 
after performing perfect ritual meant for it. The couple was 
told to sprinkle ritual water only where a Tulasl plant 
stood, by evening. Unfortunately, the couple poured the 
water on a fully grown Sandal-wood tree. The next morning 
e Sandal-wood tree was totally dry. The couple could not 
^et a child for seven years. Principles laid down in Vastu 
astra regarding tree plantation and cutting must be 
lollowed to avoid mishaps and tragedies. 

-Why is importance given to the selection of land in Vastu 
astra? Just as in the case of the human body, the mind 
or brain is supreme, so also in the case of the earth 
[pft iui), some parts of the land are supreme, strength- 
wise. That means one can show his supremacy over others 
y residing thereon or by performing Tapas there. 

Apart from the selection of land, equal importance is 
given to water. It may be in the form of a well or borewell 
or storage tank. It is not possible for one to change the 
river, stream or rivulet. But digging of well or borewell or 
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construction a storage tank is within one’s power. How¬ 
ever, the direction of such a water-place is very important. 
A well or borewell on the South-East, South or South-West 
direction gives ghastly results, while if it is on the North 
or North-East direction it will give riches. 

A trader in Sangli District having an annual turnover of 
ten crores found that his business was dwindling to the 
extent of two crores for no apparent reason. When I visited 
his house, I found a well in the middle of the bungalow. 
Much against his wishes, he agreed to fill up the well with 
stones and mud. Within three months, he found his 
business flourishing again with the same machinery, same 
staff and same rates. When a borewell is dug in the South, 
the death of a lady inmate takes place. 

I would like to elaborate the principle areas on which 
a common man should concentrate more. A minimum of 
four aspects must be considered while implementing the 
principles of Vastu in one’s house. 


1. Aisanyam Devata-grham: The placement of God is to 
be in the Aisanya Disa or the North-East corner. Many 
people feel that if God is placed in the North-East, it faces 
South-East or South-West and is, therefore, inauspicious. 
If it is placed on the Eastern side in the North direction, 
it faces West, again it may appear proper. And, there ore, 
to suit their convenience, they keep God in the West facing 
the East direction. My personal experience reveals that t e 
placement in proper direction is most important, not e 
direction which it faces. 

2. The second important factor is about cooking one s 
food. I need not dwell upon this aspect more as all ° } 1S 
certainly have unanimity on the sutra: Agneye p o. 
sadanam. Only one thing has to be borne in mind w i e 
implementing this sutra, and that is, while cooking, even 
in this corner, i.e. agneya, one must face East an coo 
food. If one tries to cook food facing South, as Agneya is 
also 15° towards South, one is bound to face one medical 
problem or the other. 

3. The third important aspect is the position of the cash- 
box or treasury or the cupboard wherein cash, jewellery or 
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valuable documents are kept. The placement of this must 
be on the North, though it faces South. By and large, 
people do not like to keep such cupboard facing the South. 
According to them, opening of such cupboard towards 
South is not good. But this is a misconception. 

4. The fourth important aspect is about keeping photo¬ 
graphs of dead persons in the shrine. My experience has 
shown that in whichever house, the photos of dead 
relatives, i.e., father, grandfather, mother, wife, etc., are 
kept in or around the shrine, that family suffers in many 
ways. Either there is a constant ailment in the house or 
financially such a family goes down day by day; or even 
marriages in such families are performed very late. This 

reason is that no one can equate mortals with the Immor¬ 
tal. 


The difference between astrology and Vastu is that 

astrology gives general direction of one’s life. It defines 

one’s weakness, tendencies and strength, which one can 

ry to overcome by improving oneself and minimise the 

diffio u SS t rougb e ft° r ts. It gives some solace to one in 
difficult circumstances. 

within'a Sin ^ principles of Vastu one can definitely, 
and also rpf S +° na v, 6 Span ’ im P r ove one’s financial stability 
the neces^ 10nsbip the outer world. Once you make 
workplace Ttae^th^ 11 * 8 * 16 cha nges in your house or 
I des^re’tn n, kT autom atically follow, 
as the best dimrt- 6 ° F6 you that 1 consider the Aisanya 
water flow Thn T?* 1 m human life along with the 
tened if We f a Tf th Pr °7°, king mind development is has- 
Concentration nf Ja AlSanyd or North-East direction- 
direction. This forr T 1S made eas y if we sit facing that 

and life histories of Treat ^ Various biographl f ^ 

example, Saint Rama S 5 saints and Rlshis. Take, for 

to sit in a cave in from T aharashtra ' He alwa y s used 
Similar was the case nf of _ whlch there was a stream; 
Nrsimhasarasvatl who r T 3 ™* Nangavadhuta or Swam 1 
Narmada in GuLm Pn T . ° n the banks of the ^ 
the conclusion that tti« n , ering ov er this I have come to 
North-East direction arm It & definite nexus between the 
i°n Md existence of water and the 



VASTU—A RESULT-ORIENTED SCIENCE 


151 


destiny or well-being of man. And, therefore, I say that life 
without water and the Aisanya direction is zero. Life will 
become beautiful and bountiful if a man observes the tenets 
of the Aisdnyd-disa. and properties of water. If the sanctity 
of the North-East direction is not respected, I have ob¬ 
served devastating results whether it is a house or a factory 
or industry. 

Whenever there is a toilet block constructed in this 
direction, total destruction of the factory or industry is 
seen. Such a family will be ruined, without knowing or 
understanding as to what wrong they have committed. I 
have visited many factories with such location of toi e 
and have found that they always suffer losses which 


ultimately lead to closure. . , 

Vdstu Sastra exists because, as they say, this is prove 
hy Agama as it presents the result in front o ones eyes. 

‘Warn agama-siddhatvat pratyaksa-phala- ^sanam • 

only has this science been proved, but its e ec s or r 
are also perceived. 


Vastu or the Heavenly 
Planets in Human Houses 

R.G. Rao* 


Each direction is governed by the planets. Thus, Sun 
governs the East, Venus governs the South, Saturn gov¬ 
erns the West, Mercury governs the North, The Lord of Fire 
governs the South-East, the Moon governs the North-West, 
the Dragon-Head governs the South-West and the Dragon- 
Tail governs the North-East. The comparison between 
Astrology and Vastu is given clearly in the Uttarakdldmrta. 

In terms of Astrology and Vastu there is a rapport 
between Venus and the Lord of Fire, because Venus (the 
house-wife) being in kitchen must be using fire for prepa- 
ration of food. There is rapport between Agni and Venus. 

For a house facing the East, we have first the main 
entrance ( dvara ), next the visitor’s hall, then the bedroom 
in the South, Dragon-head in the South-West direction 
meu ing stores for old things, dustbins, toilet, etc.), 
fhpfn UI fl iS j° r ^ es *- direction and so inside the house 
room ! ^ ?f d end t0 the West ) there must be a store 
(as rnm ° n ^i 6 direction there must be a small door 
dischar^^ t0 thC main door) - This design helps to 
throuSf^r V T OUl , the P° lluted air of the house 
man eat* u ’T'’ * °° r serves as ventilation; just as 

"t s h hl h ™ g Ve he t h mouth r dischar ® es the 

Th P A/Irvra . r ^C SnUS). 

washing area a^ ° r North-West direction covering 
Kubercudik) . ^ ° ^ Mercui ^ is for the North (also called 

In this way, it can be observed that Astrology and Vastu 
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must be going together like the flesh and blood of the body 
and without the blood there is no body and without flesh 
there is no blood. 

These are described here in the form of Figs. 1, 2 and 
3, viz., nine planets and their directions; Human body and 
nine planets; and nine planets and parts of houses. 

So, it can be observed that the nine planets are 
accordingly distributed connecting Astrology and Vastu, 
and they are like the Ardhanarisvara Tattva , the concept 
of Androgynous, and without Sakti there is no Purusa and 
without Purusa there is no Sakti 

In Fig. 1, we see the nine planets distributed in the eight 
directions according to astrology. 

In Fig. 2, the planetary positions, the parts of the human 
bodies and the different sections of the house are corre¬ 
lated 

In Fig. 3, the nine planets are shown to have been 
spread over the different parts of the house. 


Hindu Geomancy 

U.S. Pulippani* 


Food, clothing and dwelling are the basic needs of man. 
From times immemorial man has been trying to achieve the 
best standards in these three things. In other words, 
achievement of these three things makes the man really 
blessed. 

Our ancients were real scientists who have blended the 
science of Architecture and Astrology in a unique way, 
following which a dwelling place promises a bright and 
happy life for the owners. 

Man’s breath (prana) is vibrative with cosmic prana or 
pranic energy of the Universe, the place in which it 
functions. If both are tuned to function positively in a 
dwelling, then the owners or residents will have all suc¬ 
cess. Our ancients personified this in the form of a human 
figure called Vastu Pumsa. 

References to the Vastu Sastra are found in the Rdmayanci 
and Mahdbhdrata, etc. We can also trace elements of Vastu 
Sastra in the sites at Mohenjo Daro and Harappa, Dwarka, 
KancI, Ayodhya and Kasl. 

There are thirty-two texts of Vastu Sastra, of whic e 
Visvakarma-vastu-sastra and the Mayamata are e 
important ones. Vastu Sastra is a separate branc o 
Astrology which deals exclusively with building of houses 
for individuals, palaces or dwellings for rulers, chou ries 
or caravanserais, schools, hospitals, offices, temp es, e c. 

I shall confine myself in this paper to Vastu Sas ra wi 
reference to individual houses only. 

Basic Points 

The main points to be considered are the omens observed 

* 32/C, Anand Flats. Ground Floor. Hindi Prachar Sabha Street. T. Nagar, 
Madras-600 017, Tel: 044-4347702. 
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before entering the site of a building, the nature of the 
earth, the time of laying the foundation, the direction the 
house should face, the location of individual living sections 
like bedroom, puja. room, drawing room, kitchen and dining 
rooms, cattle shed, car shed, well, garden, sewerage ways 
and overhead tanks. Apart from these, the position of the 
main doors for houses facing different directions, the 
proportion of height and width of the main and other doors, 
and the wood to be used for such doors are also to be 
considered. Particular timings called the waking state of 
Vastu Purusa in which the building is to be started is very 
much important. How the total area (i.e. the length x the 
width) of the house will be in auspicious proportion to 
particular values called Ayadi-Garbha, arriving at the 
auspicious TithU Naksatra, Yoga, etc., as also the cumu¬ 
lative bad or good effects for each area in square feet of 
the house, the best month and timing for entering into the 
new house, etc., are some of the salient points to be 
considered. 

(A) Omens 

When the plot for a building itself has been finalised, the 
owner officially enters the plot along with the building 
craitsmen to consider starting the construction. The omens 
occurring at that time should be beneficial and good. 

e eing beautiful women with their husbands, pots filled 
rai .etc., washerman, cooked rice, young married women, 
emp e courtesans, bundles of sugarcane, and twin Brah¬ 
mins are some of the good omens. 

(B) Doors and Rooms 

1. For reckoning area, the area of the house should 
include the base of all the four walls. 

2. The ratio of height to the width of entrance includ¬ 
ing the main entrance should be 9:5, which will 
endow upon the owner all wealth and comforts. 

3. Teak wood and a special wood called veangai are 
good for houses. 

4. The number of doors in a house should be odd. 
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5. All planks should belong to one variety of wood. 
Planks of varied woods should not be used. 

6. The main entrance should be a little higher than 
the other doors. 

7. The different rooms should be planned in different 
directions of the house as shown below: 

(i) Northern Direction—treasury (place of keep¬ 
ing money), bedroom. 

(ii) North-Eastern Direction— puja room, granaiy, 
and bedroom. 

(iii) East— puja room, bedroom, bathroom; the 
sewerage should go out in this direction 
through backyard. 

(iv) South-Eastern Direction—kitchen, dining 
room and guest room. 

(v) South— puja room, dining room; oven should 
be located in south-eastern corner of the 
kitchen. 

(vi) South-Western Direction—all instruments, 
study room, etc. 

(vii) West—bedroom. 

(viii) North-West— puja room, labour room (i.e. the 
place for women to give birth), place of stock- 
ing grains, storeroom, etc. 

8. The well should be in the South-Western direction 
for houses facing the North or East. It should be 
located in the North-Eastern direction for houses 
facing South or West. 

9. If more than one dwelling are planned in the same 
house, the calculations are to be made separately 
for both the houses. 

10. If there is more than one floor, it is better to have 
staircase steps facing North or East. 

11. The drainage water going out of a house shoul go 
out in any one of North, East or North-Eastern 
directions. 

12. If open space is to be left inside a house, the lengt 
should be more in the East and West and less in 
the North and South. 

13. The main door or gate of the house should have 
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a thoroughfare up to the backyard and some open 
space should be left at the back which should be 
clearly visible from outside the main entrance; i.e., 
all the doorways reckoned from the main door should 
be in one line. 

(C) Site 

1. The Earth of the ground should be of sweet taste, 
good smell, white, light brown and of other pleasing 
colours. 

2. The level of the ground should be lower in the 
Eastern and Northern directions than in the West¬ 
ern and Southern directions. The effects of levels 
of the ground either in elevation or in depression 


Table 1: Effects of Directions 


Direction 

Elevation 

Depression 

1. East 

Loss of progeny. 

Wealth, long life, fame. 

2. South-East 

If higher than 
South-West it is bad. 
If higher than 
North-East and 
North-West it brings 
wealth. 

If lower than South-West 
it is good. If lower than 
North-West and North-East 
there will be lire accidents, 
criminal mind and rivaliy. 

3. South 

Prosperity and health. 

Sickness and poverty. 

4. South-West 

All round progress 
and fame. 

Long sickness, premature 
death and vices. 

5. West 

Fame and name 
and children. 

Ill health and loss of 
children. 

6. North-West 

If higher than North- 
East it is all round 
success and wealth. 

If higher than South- 
East it is good for 
all matters. 

If lower than North- 
East it is illness and 
rivalry. If lower than 
South-West and South- 
East it is good. 

7. North 

Drives away wealth. 

Brings in wealth. 

8. North-East 

Brings poverty 

Brings wealth from 
many sources. 
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in all the eight directions are as shown in Table 1. 

3. The directions that are auspicious for the four classes 

of society are: 

(i) Houses facing North for teaching and priestly 
class; 

(ii) East facing houses for rulers; 

(iii) South facing houses for traders and business 
men; and 

(iv) West facing houses for manual workers and 
labourers. 


Table 2: Effects of Dimensions 


Length or Breadth 
in feet 

Results 

6 

Good 

7 

All activities will fall. 

8 

All endeavours will succeed, removes en¬ 
emies even the withered plants grow well. 

9 

Disease, lack of longevity, wife will 
pass away earlier. 

10 

Growth of cattle and agriculture as 
well as good. 

11 

Abundance of food, milk, and agriculture. 

12 

Destruction of wealth, sorrow. 

13 

Endeavours fail, relatives turn into 
enemies, all obstacles. 

14 

Destruction of happiness, loss of life. 

15 

Death due to chronic illness. Sins, 
wealth will not accumulate—poverty. 

16 

Growth of wealth, birth of children, 
enemies will disappear. 

17 

Winning over enemies, God’s blessing, 
Governmental ocupations of high status. 

18' 

Death of wife, quarrel, fear, death of 
children, especially sons. 

19 

Same as above. 

20 

Birth of children, growth of business, 
happiness, and growth of wealth. 


Note: Effects are given even upto 44 feet in old Tamil manuscripts. 
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4. The length and width of the rooms also hold good 
or bad indications, as shown in Table 2. 

(D) Wood 

1. There are three varieties of trees: Male, Female and 
Eunuch. Trees that are of uniform diameter from 
top to bottom are male. They are suitable for main 
door frames, windows and pillars. The trees larger 
at the bottom and smaller in diameter at the top 
are female ones. These are useful for cross-beams, 
etc. The trees with greater diameter at the top and 
bottom but less in the middle are eunuch. These 
are to be used only for miscellaneous purposes. 

2. Wood from Mango trees are good for Devas, i.e., for 
temples. 

3. Neem wood (margosa) is good for thinkers. 

4. Teak wood is good for ruling people. 

5. Other wood, except those with thorns and bitter 
taste trees, are suitable for other people. Wood from 
the following trees should be avoided: Fig, Banyan, 
Asvattha, Silk cotton, etc., especially the following 
that are named in Tamil, viz., Ichi, Parasu, Kucham, 
Elandhai, Peeli, Magizam (vagiila), Vilva, etc. These 
will bring extinction of progeny and lead to poverty. 
Cotton, Agathi, Palmairah, Naval, Neeli, Arkam, 
Tamarind, and other trees should not be grown in 
houses. These will destroy wealth. 

(E) When to Build Houses 

1* Houses facing East should be built in the lunar 
months when the Sun is in the Nirayana signs of 
Cancer and Leo. 

2. South facing houses should be built during the 
months when the Sun is in Libra and Scorpio. 

3. West facing houses should be built during the 
months when the Sun is in Capricorn and Aquarius. 

4. North facing houses should be built when the Sun 
is in Aries and Taurus. 
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(F) Directions and Rasis 

1. East facing—Scorpio, Pisces, and Cancer. 

2. South facing—Taurus, Capricorn and Virgo. 

3. West facing—Libra, Gemini, and Aquarius. 

4. North Facing—Sagittarius, Aries, and Leo. 

(G) The Main Doorway 

The width of the complete house including the walls on 
both sides should be divided into nine portions. The main 
entrance should be so positioned that it should contain 
portions of both the 4th and 5th portions of the width 
divided by 9. The parts should be reckoned from the 
following directions: 

1. For houses facing East, reckoning should be done 
from the North. 

2. For houses facing South, reckoning should be done 
from the East. 

3. For houses facing West, reckoning should be done 
from the North. 

4. For houses facing North, reckoning should be done 
from the East. 

The nine parts reckoned from the first part belong to the 
planets as follows: Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, 
Venus, Saturn, Rahu and KetiL, respectively. The portion 
of Jupiter is good for temples, that of Venus good for 
houses, but money will be wasted on sensual pursuits and 
will bring scandals to the lady of the house. That o 
Mercury is good for cattle-sheds and business centres in 
particular. Usually, the main door is kept combining 
Jupiter and Mercury portions to attract and bring prosperity. 

(H) Time to Start 

Rules of ordinary electional astrology do not apply i n 
house building. The North and the South poles of t e 
Earth are centres of magnetism. Taking this into account 
in addition to other forces and pulls (gravitational an 
interplanetary, etc.). Ancient sages found out that certain 
periods of time carried positive vibrative forces, during 
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which if the building work was started, it would make the 
owner successfully complete the house. They personified 
this force in the form of an effective individual called Vastu 
Purusa. The period when these positive forces were active, 
the Vastu Purusa was said to be awake. At other times they 
said that he was sleeping. The building of the house was 
to be started when Vastu Purusa was waking up from sleep. 

Before entering into the details of the above, we will look 
into the meaning of the word ‘ Vastu! ’ and what it signifies. 
Yaska in his Nirukta gives the following explanation: 

‘Vastur Vasater nivasakarmanah', which means ‘the place 
where one lives’. The saviour who protects the dwelling is 
termed as 4 Vastospati . 

Vastu or the place (earth) is vibrating and alive. Simi¬ 
larly, the inner core of all living creatures is also vibrating. 
The Universe is also vibrating. These three vibrative forces 
are set in a positive rhythm and when building work is 
started at such a time it brings success for the residents 
as well as the house. This protective deity is termed as 
Vastu Purusa. He is said to be placed in the plot selected 
as follows: The plot is divided into 64 squares forming the 
grid of Mandukapadam. The Vastu Purusa has to be placed 
within four squares of each direction. In actual practice his 
ead occupies the four squares of each corner direction as 
explained below. 

He is said to change his direction in the following 
manner. In the first quarter of the day he lies down 
onzontally placing his head towards North, feet towards 
out and faces East. In the second quarter of the day, 
e p aces his head towards East, feet towards West and 
laces South. In the third quarter of the day, he places his 
head towards South, feet towards North and faces West. 
\yr ° urt ^ T uai *ter of the day, he places his head towards 
est, feet towards East and faces North. Before starting 
ui ing work, the location of his navel is selected for 
Sanku-sthapana (Sacred Shell). Laying the foundation at 
e ocation of his feet is prohibited. This means that the 
vision of Vastu should not fall on that location. However, 
the said Vastu Purusa is said to sleep and wake up from 
sleep in certain lunar months of the year, during certain 
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dates of lunar months for a period of one muhurta (one and 
half hours) and again goes to sleep. He is always keeping 
his head in the North-East direction and sleeps, which is 
his permanent position apart from his daily changing 

Vastu Purusa (The Spirit of the Building) 


NORTH 



The Vastu Purusa has 
to be placed within four 
parts of each direction. 

The energy contained in 
the earth known as 
| Vastu Purusa is 

3 perceived as a male 

« figure tightly coiled into 

| the grid of the 

“ Mandukapadam or 64- 

part modula. 

All buildings can be set 
out based on this 
measure. This is 
beneficial. 


positions. The diagram below will explain this: 

Each building has a living force which is called Vastu 
Purusa. It can be described as the “spirit of the building . 
It is said: ‘The Vastu Purusa has six bones, a single hear ’ 
four vulnerable points, and four vessels, and he is sai ° 
lie upon the ground his head towards the East. 

It is said that the divinity named Arya is his head, t a 
Savindra is his right arm and Savindra his (right) han 
that Apa and Apavatsa are his left arm and (left) han » f 
Vivasuant is his right side and Mahindra his left, t a in 
the middle his trunk is Brahma , that his testicles are a ’ 
that his right foot (and leg) are Indra and Indraja a 11 * s 

left foot (and leg) are Rudra and Rudraja. He rests wi is 

face to the ground; his six bones, oriented to the as ^ 
North, are in the middle (centre) of the site. In e cen 
of the site are found the vulnerable points an e Tear 
which is Brahma and it is from there that the veins start. 

Thus the spirit is described. 

It is known that it is He who, in every human dwelling, 
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is responsible for good and for bad fortune. That is why 
the wise must avoid tormenting his limbs with the ‘limbs’ 
of the house, for, if not, sorrows innumerable will fall upon 
the limbs of the owner of the house. Thus, the sage must 
always spare the body of the spirit (in the course of 
construction). As he wakes up from the sleep, he is said 
to perform five main activities. Cleaning of teeth, bathing, 
prayer, eating and finally taking tambula, i.e., eating the 
betel leaves. He is said to wake up during certain dates 
of selected lunar months as shown below: 


1. Aries 

2. Taurus 

3. Cancer 

4. Leo 

5. Libra 

6. Scorpio 

7. Capricorn 

8. Aquarius 


10th date from 8 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. 
21st date from 12 a.m. to 10.42 a.m. 
11th date from 6.48 a.m. to 8.18 a.m. 
6th date from 2.24 a.m. to 3.54 a.m. 
11th date from 6.48 a.m. to 8.18 a.m. 
8th date from 10.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
12th date from 9.12 a.m. to 10.42 a.m. 
20th date from 9.12 a.m. to 10.42 a.m. 


Starting from the above timings the Vastu Purusa is said 
to do the five activities already explained taking 18 minutes 
or each. It is auspicious to start building or the foundation 
i se f during the period of 36 minutes comprising of the last 
wo activities of eating and taking tambula. The foundation 
s ou d always be started from the North-East corner of the 
^ w ^ ere *-he Vdstu Purusa keeps his head. 

e foundation should be laid in following months: 

1 • For the houses facing the East, work should be started 
when the Sun is in Cancer and Leo. 

or houses facing North, the work should be began 
when the Sun is in Aries and Taurus, 
or houses facing West, the work should be started 

A -p ^ Un iS in Capricorn and Aquarius. 

or ouses facing South, the work should be started 
w en the Sun is in Libra and Scorpio. 

Astrological Considerations 

1. According to conventional astrological canons, it is 
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auspicious to start building of houses only during 
the two lunar months when the Sun is in Capricorn 
and Aquarius. 

2. Houses should not be built when the Sun is passing 
through the second half of Bharani, the four padas 
of Krttika and the first pada of Rohinl. 

3. Houses should not be built when Mars is in Krttika, 
Pusya, Mag ha, Purva, Hasta, Mala and Revatl 

4. House building should be undertaken when Mer¬ 
cury is passing through Asvirii, Mrgaslrsa, Hasta, 
Uttara, Citra and Rohinl, or when Mercury is exalted 
or is in Lagna. 

5. House building should be undertaken when Jupiter 

is in Sravana, Uttara, Uttarasadha, 

Uttarabhadrapada, Purvabhadrapada, Mrgaslrsa, 
Aslesa, Rohinl, and Pusya, or when Jupiter is ex¬ 
alted or when he is in Lagna. 

6. House building should be undertaken when Venus 
is passing through Ardra, Punarvasu, Dhanisthd, 
Visakha, Satabhlsa, and Citra. 

7. House building should not be undertaken when 
Saturn is passing through Satabhlsa, 
Purvabhadrapada, Svati, Uttarabhadrapada, 
Bharani Dhanisthd, Anuradha and Jyestha. Every 
alternative star from that occupied by Rdhu will be 
considered inauspicious. This covers 14 stars (the 
ninth star Maitra is not considered so good by some). 
Hence building work should not be started in these 
14 stars. 

8. The following Lagnas are auspicious: Aries, Taurus, 
Gemini, Leo, Libra, Scorpio, Capricorn and Aquarius. 
Of these the Sthiralagnas (fixed) are more auspi¬ 
cious. 

9. The third, fifth, eighth and thirteenth lunar days of 
the bright half and Full Moon days are good. 

10. Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays are 
auspicious among the week days. 

11. Rohinl , Mrgaslrsa, Purva, Pusya, Uttara, Sravana, 
Dhanisthd, Satabhisd, and Utttarabhddrapada are 
auspicious for starting of houses. 
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12. Sundays coinciding with Bharanl Mondays with 
Citra, Tuesdays with Uttarasadha, Wednesdays with 
Dhanistha, Thursdays with Jyestha, Fridays with 
Purvasadha and Saturdays with Revatl are to be 
avoided. 


(J) Ayadi Matching 

There is yet another way of finding out the suitability of 
the house for the owner. It is based on its area, i.e., the 
length x width which includes external limits. It is called 
Ayadi-Garbha matching of the following aspects: 


1. Ay a (income) 

4. Birth [yontj 
7. Day 
10. Anfisa 


2. Vyaya 3. Ayusa (longevity) 

(expenditure) 

5. Star 6. Tithi 

8. Lagna 9. Creed (caste) 

11. Aspect 12. Garbha 


In this the total area is divided by certain factors for 
each of the above aspects and the remainder shows 
whether it is good or bad. For instance, the plinth area of 
the house is divided by 8 and if the remainders be 1, 3 
and 5, these are called Gamda Garbha , Simha Garbha and 
Rsabha Garbha, which are auspicious. Hence the area 
should be adjusted to get an auspicious remainder. Like 
this, rules are given for other aspects also. Among these 
the longevity aspect should be fully considered carefully. 
(The total area should be divided by 100 and if the 
remainder is more than 45, it is good and if more than 60, 
this will be very good.) 

There is yet another but simple way of arriving at this 
Ayadi-Garbha . This is classified into eight types based on 
the calculations. The length x breadth of the house, i.e., 
the area, is multiplied by 9 and divided by 8. The 
remainders 1 to 8 are good or bad as indicated below: 

1. Dhavajayam : Good and brings all wealth. 

(Money Dimension) 

2. Dhumayam (Smoke) : Brings ill-health for the head 

of the family and also for his 
wife. 
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3. Simhayam (Lion) 

4. Svasyayam (Prana) 

5. Vrsabhayam (The Bull) 

6. Kharayam (Donkey) 

7. Gqjayam (Elephant) 

8. Kakayam (Crow) 


: Brings victory over enemies 
and assures health, wealth 
and prosperity. 

: Brings ill-health and bad 
omens. 

: Good and brings all finance 
and fortune. 

: The head of the family will 
turn vagabond, premature 
death of the members of 
family. 

: The life of the head of the 
family and members bright¬ 
ens and their health and 
wealth grow immense. 

: This brings sorrow to the head 
of the family with no peace at 
home. 


The basic dimensions of rooms, their location, t eir 
levels, the doors and space through the doors as given in 
Vdstu can be easily accommodated in modern planning, n 
the case of flats also, location and direction of rooms an 
also those for bed, kitchen, finance, store-room, etc., can 
be followed as per Vdstu Sastra with advantage. 

Due to very many constraints in which the modern ^an 
is not able to provide all the provisions reflecte in 
ancient texts. For these, adjustments and reme ia 1116 
sures can always be provided. Remedial measures are 
be followed according to local conditions. For examp e, i 
the main entrance falls at Saturn’s portions, by p acin 
mirror at a suitable place on the side wall t _ erel **’ , 
reflections of the Jupiter’s portion fall in, an e ^ Vnr , RC :e 
evil of Saturn is greatly reduced. Similarly, e h ii s 
and Japanese traditional architects suggest angi 
(sound of music) at the doors to drive away e evi 
The provision of modern calling-bell with a music 

somewhat resembles this. 

I have based this synthesis on an ancien ami 
script Manai Nool published by an Internation ns 
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of Tamil Studies, which again was brought out from palm- 
leaf manuscripts available with the Institute. In addition, 
the salient features of the Vastu Scistra mentioned in 
Sanskrit text were also considered. 

references 

1. Hindu: Article, 31.10.1993 (Sunday). 

2. Mayamata (by Bruno DAGENS). 
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4. Nirukta by Yaska, and other Sanskrit works. 


Rectification Through Vastu 
Principles 

K. S. Anand Kumar* 


Vastu Sastra or Astrology, and Mantra Sastra are meant for 
the improvement of man’s social, intellectual, economic 
and health conditions. By following these Sastras, we can 
develop ourselves. 

For thousands of years India was under the rule of 
foreigners, like Moghals, Britishers, Frenchmen, Dutch¬ 
men, etc., who tried to destroy its ancient culture and 
Sastras. Having lost our roots, we are now at the cross¬ 
roads, not able to follow the ancient Sastras. Vastu Sastra 
is to be followed for building new constructions. Buildings 
are not being built as per Vastu Sastra but they can be 
remodelled on its principles. 

One need not be under the impression that many things 
can be achieved by building a house as per the Vastu 
Sastra For example. Avenue Road in Bangalore is a busy 
commercial centre. Most of the merchants have their 
residences on the top of their shops. All houses are 
crowded and there is no lung space between shops or the 
houses. They are also not in conformity with Vastu prin¬ 
ciples. Even the downward gradient or slope of the road 
is from North to South. With all this there is roaring 
business going on there as compared to other areas. This 
reveals that merits of former birth [purva-janma-punya 
and luck play their role in the life of man. Adopting 
astrological Mantric remedies will be helpful in such cases. 

In constructing a house or a building, four factors mus 
be taken into account: (1) Location of a well; (2) laying e 


* No. 144, ‘Nandagokula', 20th Main, I Block, Rajajtnagar, Bangalore 
560010. 
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foundation; (3) locating the front door; and (4) Grha- 
pravesarrL Even if one has strictly gone by the Vastu 
considerations in these four phases, construction of the 
house must be started at am auspicious time, i.e., Muhurta. 

The other important points to be taken into consider¬ 
ation are: (1) Making changes as per Vastu; (2) Tan trie and 
Mantric guidance; and (3) fixing of mirror or polished 
granite. 

Important aspects to be taken care of at the site of the 
buildings aire: (1) Well or water tank; (2) Corners and 
compound wall; (3) Location of entrance door and inside 
doors; and (4) High and low levels of the house. 

Muhiirta 

All the work must be taken up at an auspicious time. This 
will help in completing the work without any delay or 
obstructions. For instance, in the Ramayana, when Sri 
Rama wanted to instal a Siva-Liriga, Hanuman was asked 
to fetch one. As Hanuman did not come in time, Sri Rama 
prepared a Lihga out of the sand and finished the instal¬ 
lation ceremony. When Hanuman came with the Linga, Sri 
Rama informed him that the installation ceremony was 
over at the appointed time [muhurta). This highlights the 
importance of Muhurta. 

Location of the Well 

The well must be located at the North and East side of the 
site. There is nothing wrong if another well such as a bore- 
well is also dug. Wells located in the South-East, South, 
South-West can be closed without any fear of sin. The 
remedy for this is to dig a deep well on the Eastern or the 
Northern side. 

Compound Wall 

The compound wall should be built on all the four sides 
of the building. The walls may be of stone slabs or mud; 
they should be of the same size and height. No side should 
be vacant. At least a mud mound should be built. The 
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compound walls should be higher, specially in the North 
or the East. In other directions, they must be ev ^ n _ liiere 
should be no growth in the North-East and Sout as . 
by any chance, it has a growth, it must be rectified, n any 
direction, if there is growth, we must be prepared to ea\e 
space in that direction. It can even be sold. , 

If there is a pit, it can be rectified by purchasing e 
by its side. This extra land can be transferre o 
member of the family. The same principle s ou 
followed in the case of the house corners. If t ere 1 
compound wall between a factory and the residence, 
must a window on the North-East, North and Eas> . 
is not possible, at least an opening should be e in 
North-Eastern or Eastern portion of the ceiling. I t ere 
trees on the North and East side of the site, they 
removed after planting new trees on the South an 
of the site. 

Front Door 

The main door of the house should not be in the 
of (1) South-East, (2) North-West, or North sl( ^ e ’ t 
(3) South-West or South side. If it is already * ere 

should be closed, and there is no further option to 1 • 
must be only one front door. There is nothing wro 
closing a door when there are two. There shou n 
three doors in a row behind the main door insi 
house. If there are three such doors, one more door s 
be fixed, which may be made of aluminium or plywoo ^ 
same rule applies to windows also. The main oor 
house facing the North, West, and East is impoi an ^ 
auspicious. But recent experience has proved " rth _ 
main door should be facing the North side between 
East, in the East between the South-East, ana 
South or between North-West. In West, North- es 
suitable. 

Mirror 

The mirror has a special significance in our culture. 11 
been used from ancient times in temples and at e 
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of marriages and Grhapravesam. Care must be taken to fix 

i he ,j nirror so that the higher points or sections of the 
building should be reflected in the mirrors. It should not 
reflect South, South-East or North-West. Fixing mirrors 
and placing colourful flower pots adds to the beauty of the 
commercial centres and also strengthens the Vastu. The 
mirror helps ward off the evil eye (drstil It is of no use to 
ixmiiTors everywhere. For example, the Glass House at 
a § i n Bangalore, has been the meeting place for many 
political parties and their conferences. The glass house is 
e p us (+) shape. The result is that the parties which held 
conferences here are now in shambles or on the verge of 
disappearing. & 

hn |[, tbere is . a P illar - P° le or tr ee or towers in front of the 
uildmg and which is conspicuous, it is good to fix a mirror 
m the house to reflect it. The mirror must be so fixed that 

WeIrr d P S°„ S u;h'wesr Uld n °‘ ren ' Ct S ° Uth - E -‘- N° rth - 

Tantra Sadhana 

heln Hanuman-cakra and Matsya-yantra 

Pla«s lit, t V he effects of Vtetu-dosas, etc Holy 

these cnlcrn h f .? m3eri ’ ^ SnsaOa and Tirupall have 

auractltr k" the ‘ r premlSeS and today they 
attract large number of pilgrims. 

Mantra Sadhana 

th^defects "of f ^ avana - Ja P a and prayer helps to rectify 
foiled heLJ } ^ should be per- 

powers SudarT artmg f' neW buildin g to ward off the evil 
formed' for ShouM be per ' 


Vastu and Remedial 
Measures 

K.R. Dasa Setty, D.Com.* 


Vastu Sastra is relevant to prosperity and happiness in 
residential premises, commercial buildings and industrial 
undertakings. The directions East, South-East, South, 
South-West, West, North-West, North, and North-East are 
governed by the Sun, Venus, Mars, Rahu, Saturn, Moon, 
Mercury and Jupiter, respectively. In the light of these two 
aspects, we shall deal with the main and important points 
to be observed according to Vastu Sastras for the construc¬ 
tion of residential buildings. The following points them¬ 
selves make for defect-free dwellings, which act automati¬ 
cally as remedial measures. 

1. The Puja room should be in the North-East. Avoid 
it in the South-East and South-West. God should 
be faced in either North or East. 

2. The Bath Room should preferably be in the East. 
The next best is the North. 

3. The Kitchen should be located in the South-East 
corner. The person who cooks should face the East 
or the South. 

4. The Bed Room could be in the South. The master 
bed-room is to be in the South-West corner. Avoid 
sleeping with the head in the North. 

5. The Dining Room should also be attached to the 
kitchen. It could be in the West. 

6. The Store Room is to be located in the North-West. 
Avoid it in the South-East. 

7. Treasury or the almirah containing cash and 
jewellery is to be in the Northern wall so as to face 


* MIG-39. 6th Cross, K. H. B. Colony, Yelahanka, Gandhinagar. Bangalore 
560064. 
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South so that it can be operated by facing the North 
ruled by Kubera, the Lord of Wealth. 

8. The Toilets are to be provided preferably between 
the South and South-West. Avoid the North-East. 

9. The Varandah, Hall and Sit-out could be located in 
the North or the East. 

10. Flooring, or the floor level of the house should be 
such that water flows towards the North or the 
East. 

11. The Ayas of the house are to be fixed considering 
the houses surrounding it. To quote an example, a 
building with Gaja Aya should not face a building 
of Simha Aya as otherwise the former will collapse. 
In my opinion, this was what exactly happened in 
the Gangaram Building at S.C. Road, Bangalore. 

12. The sump and tank are to be provided in the North- 
East, North or East. 

13. Extend the North-East (deva-mula) by a section of 
the building diverging. 

14. Converge South-East corner and ensure that South- 
East does not get diverged at any cost. 

15. The total number of doors should be of even num¬ 
ber. 

16. The total number of the windows should not be 
either three or six or eleven. 

17. There should not be any big tree in the front of the 
main door (simhadvara). 

18. The main door is to be fixed at a point one-third 
the length of the wall. 

19. The Sanku-sthapana is to be at an auspicious time. 
Adherence to Vdstu-muhurtams is a must, since the 
convention of Gudali Pujd is not contemplated in 
the text books. 

20. The Staircase may be provided in the Southern or 
Western side. Avoid it in the North-East. 

21. As far as possible, the floor of the constructed 
building should be a minimum three feet above the 
ground or road level. 

22. A sufficient number of windows is to be provided 
in the East and the West so as to get sunlight as 
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the Sun is Karaka for health in Astrology. 

23. Do not start construction at corner points. The mid¬ 
points between the South and South-East, West 
and North-West, North and North-East and East 
and North-East are always safe. 

24. A Tulasl plant, which is a healthy shrub, grown 
anywhere in the house is a great remedial measure. 

25. Avoid growing thorny plants in the house. 

26. Fragrant flower plants growing in the house bring 
prosperity. 

27. Avoid dirty water coming into your house from any 
direction; and if it comes, it should be cleared by 
the fresh water of the house in front of which it is 
flowing. 

28. Rain water pipes may be attached to external North¬ 
ern or Eastern wall so that the water collected at 
the top of the building can flow towards the East 
or the North. 

29. Grow plants in the East or the North and trees in 
the West or the South. 

30. Avoid providing the guest house in the North-East 
and South-West. Provide it in the South-East only. 

31. The intersection of the boundaries of the houses is 
called Kuttu, and it should be avoided by worship¬ 
ping the Matsya-yantra in the house. 

32. The distance between the South-East and the Nor 
West should not be more than the South-West an 
the North-East in the plinth area of the building. 

33. An overhead tank may be provided in the Sout or 
the South-West or the West. Avoid it in the North, 
North-East and the East. 

34. Perform the Asta-dig-bandhana for total prospen y 
at the house-warming time. 




Section III 

VASTU AND TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 






References to Vastu in the 
Scriptures 

M.V. Janardana* M.A. 


Throughout the centuries, a predominant medium of creative 
expression in India has been sculpture. Natural calamities, 
internecine wars, foreign invasions and conquests, including 
long occupation by alien rulers have disrupted and even 
destroyed many ancient cultures of the world. The 
inhabitants of this land have faced such events without 
loss of identity. This basic continuity of life of maturity of 
the population following ancient patterns of culture, is 
clearly demonstrated in the uninterrupted evolution of the 
art of sculpture in India. 

Just as in modern architecture all buildings are being 


constructed with geometrical and mathematical ground 
plans, Vastu is based on mathematical, geomagnetic, 
philosophical and metaphysical concepts. These concepts 
are no abstractions, but living forces which become opera 
five in determining the direction of our lives. Branching ou 
of sculpture, the Science of Vastu or Silpa finds numerous 
references, implicit and explicit in the Vedas, Brahmanas, 
Upanisads and Puranas. Vastu is derived from the ver 
4 vas' meaning ‘to dwell’, or place of residence (vide i a 
10.17). VdstospatU the lord of a house, is a deity in me 
Rgveda. It also applies to conveyances, furniture an a 
constructed structures. The principal Vastu, owever, 
the ground on which others rest. 

The sacred writings are arranged in four S^oups. , 
Vedas; (2) the Upavedas or Supplementary Vedas, l J 
Vedarigas or Limbs of the Vedas; and (4) the ^ an S c 
Supplementary Angas. The four Upavedas are: (1) Ayurveda, 


* 443, 44th cross, I main, 8th Block, Jayanagar, Bangalore 560 070 
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or the science of life and medicine, derived from the 
Rgveda; (2) Gandharvaveda, or the science of music, 
derived from the Sdmaveda; (3) Dhanurveda, or military 
science, derived from the Yajurvedcc, and (4) Silpa or 
Sthapatyaveda, or the mechanical arts and architecture, 
derived from the Atharvaueda. 

The text-book of Vastu. Sastra are records of oral tradi¬ 
tions which go back into an undefined past. The Brhat- 
samhita, for instance, compiled by Varahamihira in the 
middle of the sixth century a.d., is based on the authority 
of Master Architects Maya, Visvakarma, Gargya and Manu. 
It is the earliest datable source on Vastu Sastra. 

The Visvakarmanvaya-pradlpika explains that creation 
is another name for Silpa, and the origin of Silpa or ‘form’ 
is Brahma, Tvastra and Prajapati put together, called 
Visvakarma. Visvakarma is Prajapati as the universal 
constructive principle. He is called Visvakarma because he 
created the activity of everything ( Brhaddevata, 2, 50). The 
five heads of Visvakarma are Sadyojata, Vamadeva, Aghora, 
Tatpurusa an Isana, representing East (Rgveda), South 
(Yajurveda), West (Sdmaveda), North (Atharvaveda) and 
North-East (Pranavaveda) , respectively. The fifth direction 
arose from the middle of these four heads. 
While destroying he is called Rudra, while protecting Visnu 
and while creating Brahma ( Mulastambha Mahdpurdna). 

Va f tu Sastra belongs to, and is, applied Astrology. 
Varahamihira, in his Brhat-samhitd introduces Chapter 52 
saying: “Vastu-jnana will be explained by me for the 
p easure of astronomers and astrologers, as it has been 
transmitted from Brahma to our days through an unbro¬ 
ken series of sages.” Building is begun under favourable 
s ars. The regents of the planets and the stars have their 
a ocation in the diagram of the temple and their images 
are carved. 

Vastu Sastra , in its fullest exposition, belongs to aesthet¬ 
ics. Three prominent schools of philosophy had deep 
theoretical impact on the evolution of philosophical postu¬ 
lates in Indian aesthetics, viz. Rasabrahma-ueda , 
Nadabrahma-veda and Vastubrahma-veda, 

The Dikpalas or the guardian deities of different quarters 
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are in important concept in Vastu Sastra. They are eight 
in number: Indra, Agni, Yama, Nirrti, Varuna, Vayu, 
Kubera and Isana, representing East, South-East, South, 
South-West, West, North-West, North and North-East, 
respectively. It is interesting to note that with the exception 
of Kubera and isana, the Dikpalas are principal gods of the 
Vedic pantheon. 

We find considerable variation in their names and 
numbers. In the Vdlrrdki Ramayana Indra, Yama, Varuna, 
and Kubera are the guardians of East, South, West and 
North, respectively. In the Mahabharata there is Indra, 
Yama, Varuna and Agni at one place, and Indra, Yama, 
Varuna and Kubera at another. Hopkins says: “The group¬ 
ing of Indra, Yama, Varuna and Agni seems older than 
when Kubera is substituted for Agni.” 

The Atharvaveda, however, refers to six regions or lokas 
and their six respective guardians - Agni (South), Indra 
(East), Varuna (West), Soma (North), Visnu (Fixed quarter) 
and Brhaspati (Upward quarter). In the Krsna Yajurveda 
(Taittinya Samhita) the same six regions and their respec¬ 
tive regents are mentioned, but Visnu is replaced by Yama. 

The Marmsmrti explains the eight lokapalas thus: Soma 
(Candra), Agni Arka (Surya), Anila (Vayu), Indra, Vispati 
(Kubera), Appati (Varuna) and Yama. In this list Surya and 
Soma have been enumerated in place of Nirrti and Isana 
of the later Puranic texts. The Gobhila Grhyasutra, while 
describing the rites connected with building of a house, 
states that offerings should be made to the regents of ten 
regions ( disas ), namely, Indra (East), Vayu (South-East), 
Yama (South), Pitr (South-West), Varuna (West), Maharaja 
(North-West), Soma (North), Mahendra (North-East), Vasuki 
(Nadir) and Brahma (Zenith). 

The Buddhist texts speak of only four lokap as. 
Dhrtarastra (East), Vidudhaka (South), Virupaksa (Wes 
and Vaisravana (North). 

The colours that are associated with the directions are 
red for East, violet for South-East, orange for South, yellow 
for South-West, white for West, blue for North-West, rose 
for North, and white for North-East. The space directions 
impart their specific character and function to movements 
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on all planes of existence. These life currents which are 
ever at work transform a house into a functional organism. 

The Rgveda postulates only water as the primordial 
element or matter, from which the other five elements of 
later philosophy evolve. Varuna is the upholder of physical 
and moral order. By his power of mayd he sends forth 
dawn and makes the Sun (who is also described as his eye) 
traverse the sky. Varuna, with Mitra, is most frequently 
invoked as the bestower of rain. Dual divinities like Mitra- 
Varuna and Dyava-PrthivI are a special characteristic of 
the Rgveda. The release of waters and the breaking forth 
of dawn or emergence of light are described as simulta¬ 
neous events originating from the same source (Rg. 
1.164.51). These waters are described as moved upwards 
by Indra when set free for movement after killing of the 
demon Vrtra. Their onward movement is, as described in 
the Rgveda (8.69.11), where seven rivers are said to flow 
into the jaws of Varuna as into a surging abyss or ocean. 
The universe is said to have consisted of nothing but 
undifferentiated waters in the beginning (Rg. 10.82.6; 
129.3). This cosmic circulation of celestial waters is also 
stated in the Zend Avesta, the Greek and Egyptian my¬ 
thologies. Probably this explains the reason why water 
should flow from west to east in a house. 

The Vastusutra Upanisad is more fundamental than the 
other known texts. It is a profound study of the principles 
of origin of the 'how' and 'why' of form figuration and of 
its ultimate necessity and purpose. Dealing exclusively 
with the composition and layout of sculpture, it contains 
an esoteric doctrine, in which the production of silpa is 
considered as a sacrificial act. In sage Pippalada’s concep¬ 
tion, the language of form is equivalent to the spoken or 
written word or ‘Va/d giving expression to a vision of divine 
truth. 

In the Matsyapurana (Adhyaya 252), Lord Matsya ex¬ 
plains the origin of Vastu Purusa to King Vaivasvata Manu. 
Perspiration trickled from the fore-head while fighting 
fiercely with the demon Andhaka in course of which the 
latter was killed. Out of this sweat was born an attendant 
who began to drink the blood of Andhaka, but was not 
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satisfied. With the object of devouring three regions ( lokas ) 
this attendant performed penance in honour of Siva. 
Highly pleased, Siva appeared and told him to ask a boon. 
The devotee asked the boon of eating all the three lokas. 
Consequently, he brought all the lokas under his clutches 
and fell on the earth with his face downward to devour it. 
The terrified Brahma, Devas and Raksasas got around and 
captured him from all sides; the being, thus imprisoned 
remained there and since then owing to all the Devas 
remaining there and living around him, came to be 
recognised as Vastu Deva. Finding himself overpowered by 
the Devas, he prayed for liberation. The Devas replied: You 
will enjoy the sacrificial offerings of the Vaisvadeva sacri¬ 
fice, the offerings that will be given in any dwelling house 
and those of one who will perform sacrifices without the 
prescribed method.’ 

Based on this position of Vastu Deva, the Vastu-purusa- 
mandala is drawn. The shape of this Yantra is a square 
with 64 or 81 small squares in it. This name consists of 
three parts, Vastu, Purusa and Mandala. Vastu is the 
extent of existence in its ordered site, Purusa the source 
of existence, and Mandala a closed polygon. It can be 
converted into a triangle, hexagon, octagon or a circle 
retaining its symbolism. The Vastu-purusa-mandala is the 
plan of all architectural forms of the Hindus. The square 
is the essential and perfect form of Indian architecture 
symbolising perfection beyond life. It houses the movement 
of the Sun and the course of the Moon. 

All the cyclical numbers in Hindu cosmology are essen 
tially based on the astronomical period of the precession 
of equinoxes. It is said that, they are exact fractions o t e 
number 25920. It is also the number of solar years in the 
Pythagorean great year. The principal base of eye ic 
periods in the cosmical order is an astronomical P e ^° ° 
the precession of the equinoxes, the duration of w ic is 
25920. The period of the precession of equinoxes multiplied 
by 100 is the number of years which must be added o 
times the number of years contained in the four Yugas x 
14 ( Visnupurdna, Purvardha, Adhyaya 3), i.e. 4,320,000,000 
years, which is equal to one day of Brahma which is also 
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equal to 71 times a Mahayuga multiplied by 14. It could 
be for this reason that the Va^tu-purusa-mandala is laid 
out in 64 or 81 squares; either number is submultiple of 
25920 which is 64 x 81 x 5.5 is the number of a 
Samvatsara. 

So, on this Vastu dial of cosmic movement, care must 
be taken not to interfere with the movements and their 
ways, for the order of the Universe and the destinies of 
human lives depend on it. The science of architecture is 
a part of the science of the luminaries; the time for setting 
up of a building, its place and direction it has to face are 
ascertained on this magic diagrams of the Vdstu-purusa- 
mandalcL 

Briefly, the principles of Vastu mainly cover the elevation 
(depression) of a plot, floor level of a house, number of 
doors, position of doors and rooms and the weight put by 
way of furniture and other things. Elevation and more 
weight in the South or West gives positive results whereas 
depression in the North or East or North-East is capable 
of attracting wealth and fame. The water source in a 
structure is as important as other factors. A well, under¬ 
ground sump or borewell in positions other than North- 
East, North or East gives disturbing results. 

The Matsyapurana further says that a house having only 
two rooms on the West is very auspicious, and that with 
those on the South is inauspicious. A house having room 
only on the West and North has fear from the king, and 
fire is the destroyer of the family. The one that has rooms 
only on the East and North gives unnatural death to the 
owner. The one that has fire places built for cooking 
purposes on the East and West causes death of the owner 
and widowhood to the womanfolk. North-East is the place 
for puja. East for bathroom, South-East for kitchen, North 
for treasure, South for bedroom. West for dining, South- 
West for godown and North-West for toilet. 

Application of Vastu 

An open space in the centre of a house serves the purpose 
of creating an artificial convection current of air during day 
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and night. The creation of open spaces between the 
buildings of the same area gives a perennial breeze which 
can be seen in numerous lanes of Thanjavur. 

It is quite interesting to note that the principles of Vastu 
can be applied to boundaries of nations. On the study of 
the physical map of U.S.A., it could be seen that the Rocky 
mountains (13,000 ft.) in the West or more in altitude than 
Appalachian mountains (3,000 ft.) in the East, apart from 
the extension in the North-East, as also the five lakes and 
St. Lawrence river running out of U.S. from the North- 
East, gives her the position of the most powerful nation in 
the world. 

With Mt. Blanc (15,771 ft.), Jura mountains, Vosges, 
and Alps in the East, the position of France has not 
reached the top. The Napolean Empire had two extensions 
in the South-East which resulted in the break-up of his 
empire. The plateau of Brittany, sea-level altitude in the 
West, North-East cut, North-West and South-East slig y 
extended leaves France vulnerable for future invasions an 
wars. 

Germany has ‘North German plain’ in the North and t e 
whole of Southern region is covered with mountains, w ic 
helped her to gain power through united Germany. 

The principles of Vastu Sastra are not based on in i 
vidual theories, but were realized in a penetrating an Y S1S 
of the deepest mysteries of existence. In the absence o our 
ability to comprehend the true nature of Vastu, e 
alternative is to embark on research of our scriptures, 
chief source of complexity and difficulty in unders an m 
is the symbolism adopted in the underlying cosmic pa ern 
which opens up profound visions of the spiritu aspec 
of the Universe. f t 

It may be concluded that this ancient know e ge ° * 

the sacred Vastu Sastra, is not an end in itse , u e 
to that supreme spiritual knowledge whic resu 
liberation. 


The Vastu of Temples 

V. Bala Naidu* 


The term 'Vastu', derived from the Sanskrit root ( dhdtu ) 
‘Vets’ means ‘dwelling’. The Agamas are the basis for Indian 
Vastu and sculpture. Kriyapada of each Agama deals with 
temple construction and sculpture installation procedure, 
house construction, Vdstu-puja, specialities of Silpa, etc. 
The Vastu-laksanas are specially discussed in the Agamas 
such as the Kamikagama, Amsumadbhaeda-gama, 
Karnagama, Suprabheddgama, and Vikhanasagama. The 
Kamikagama is one of the Saivagams which divides Vastu 
into two categories, viz., Site and water. The Site Vdstu is 
further classified into two types, viz., ‘Harmyddi Vastu’ and 
‘Paryankadi Vastu!; the former dealing with permanent 
structures, while the later dealing with the temporary 
amenities like tents and other movable structures and 
furniture. Water Vdstu is classified into three types. 

Though Vdstu is primarily intended for selection of 
dwelling house sites, it is also applicable for selecting sites 
or other purposes such as cultivation of lands, gardens, 
bridges and water tanks. 


i reference to the Kamikagama, the Temple Vdstu is 
c ass led into sixteen kinds and the Grha Vdstu into forty- 
nve kinds. Temple Vdstu is also classified into ‘Nagard, 
esara and Dravidd. The main object of Indian sculpture 
rom e ancient age is to establish the relation between 
® material world. Body is temple and soul is 
o . o signify God s power of creating the body construc- 
tion, and its survival for the devotee, through Silpa Vdstu, 
the temples are constructed. 


For performing the Yajhas, halls called as Varhsas, 
Terraces and Platforms were constructed with bamboos, 


Astrologer, Nannoor, Post Kumool-2, Andhra Pradesh. 
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bricks and timber. They were called ‘ Vedikas 1 . For different 
Yqjnas , different types of Vedikas were available. 

The inspection of the ground plan was important, as 
ground plans were square, circular or semi-circular. The 
square and circular ground plans were important or 
religious performances. The square was called Sthan m ia 
and the circular was called 4 Mandala . Most of our temp es 
are constructed in the shape of square, rectangle and semi 
circular 

The ground plan ( tala-vinyasa ) of circles was used for 
offerings to forefathers. Hence the Chief Architect (s lapa 
gave no importance to these in construction of temp es. 
Besides, the Kamikagama emphasises that circu ar 
(mandalakrti) plan should be rejected. A few temp es o 

Kerala have this plan. , . 

On the authority of the classification in our au ien 1 
works, this Vastu can be divided into three types ase . 
according to the differences in the construction o emp 
(uimana): 


1. Nagara: 


2. Vesara: 

3. Dravida: 


[he construction from the bottom to the 
jpper dome of the temple ( vimdna ) in the 
shape of circular {mandalakrti) was cal 

is Nagara. .. 

rhe construction from the bottom to the 
top in mixed form is called as Vesara kind, 
rhe construction from the bottorn ° 
top in the shape of sexagon or octago 
nailed Dravida tradition. 


Temples are of two kinds, viz., cave temp es , ves 
structed temples. Temples constructed by dn ing - n 

are called cave temples, and temples construc^e , 

and open area are called constructed temples^ on 
temples fall under the three categories of agar 
or Dravida. , „ . pnnv 

Temple construction includes various th^mnndava. 
plex, such as Garbhagrha and Antarala, a • • 

Vimdna, Prakara , Mahddvara, Dvaraman . apa, ’ 

Resting Hall, Car hall, etc., and such temple comp 
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could be Eka-Kuta, Yugala, Trikuta, Catuskuta, and panca- 
kuta. Additional buildings or annexures for fine arts, 
education, music, dance, medical centre, choultries, etc., 
were also constructed as multi-purpose temple complexes. 

The Indian architect was expected by the Sdstras to have 
learnt the occult sciences through Anusthana. The Sthapati, 
the Sutragrahi the Vdrdhaki, and the Taksaka are four 
castes and categories under Indian architecture. 

Different planes for construction of villages, towns, 
temples, buildings, etc., are given in the Sdstras. The 
se ection of site, testing of soil, selection of direction (dig- 
nimaya), Ground Plan, Digging base, Garbha Vinydsa are 
important. On some occasions Sdnti-homa and Bali-vidhdna 
are to be performed to lay down the Panca-loha or copper 
vessel in the ground in the central building or Mahadvdra 
3X1 i called Garbha Vinydsa This is more or less known 
as i a nyasa. There is a religious ceremony called 
rt urarpcma performed before the construction starts. The 
,, 3111 ° J ec ^ this ceremony is to facilitate the fruition of 
rnn W ? r .^thout obstructions and obstacles. This rite 
„ *' S s ° Placing different varieties of seeds in sixteen 

co Cr V ^ ssels * n front of Soma and offering them to the 
concerned deity after germination. 

is ran C ^ nS l r , UCti0n _ a b° ve the base and below the building 
not r 6 • dhisthana which must be strong. This is 
i n t ^ Ulred ^ or ordinary dwelling houses, but is used 
Mahnrf. U - Sant *'r >i ^ eret * Mandapas, Raja-prasadas and 
and temples. There are many internal parts 

the 6- C , aS a s P eciflc nam c. These are mentioned in 

lands; ^f' raS ^dhisfhanai' are different for different 

lands of construction. 

and ^°hdapa the path for circumambulation 

Accord rroun w alls are constructed on the Adhisthana. 

imaffe « ° the direction °t the Mula Vigraha i.e. the 
mineH °-(l 6 P rinci P a ^ deity, the entrance will be deter- 
f er on Eastern side or the Northern side. 

ThpL m? 1 da J S piUarS Were erected around the temple, 
xnese pillars have different names according to their form 
ana architecture. There are two forms of pillars, viz., 
ordinary (sddhdmna) and ornamented ( sdlankdra) . Ordi- 
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nary pillars are divided into nine types and the ornamented 
ones into twelve types. Pillars too have internal parts and 
have separate names for each part. Beams are erected on 
the pillars and on the beams the roof is erected. After the 
Garbha-grha, Pravesa and other Dvaras will be constructed. 
The Dhvqja-stambha will be erected before the Dvara in 
front of the Visala Mandapa. 

In VasLu, an auspicious moment with the best Muhurta 
is selected for each stage of work to be started. Such a 
Muhurta itself gives a long life to the construction. Starting 
a work without auspicious Muhurta is ‘just like giving 
treatment to a dead body’. Electional astrology has got its 
own significance and plays a vital role in deciding the fate 
of the structure. Vastu must, therefore, be followed in 
concurrence with electional astrology. 


^ “ 

The Sabda-Dosas in Arseya 

Vastu Grantha* 

Sri Ramakavacham Venkateswara Sarma** 


Colours of the Soil 

The Samar ang ana-sutradhara, the Manasara , the 
Aparajitaprcchd, the Muhurta-martanda , the Nirnaya-sindhu 
and the Dharma-sindhu are some of the important works 
on Vastu. They are in Sanskrit. Modern Vastu pundits have 
not studied the subject in depth. The following example is 
cited to this end, to enlighten the readers in this article 
on the errors that have crept into some of the Sanskrit 
words. E.g., the Samarahgana-sutradhara says : 

iTTcTT TtFTT nidi 9b HI -H $1 I 

%tt ii 

[Sama . Su. 8.48) 

sita rakta ca pita ca krsna caiva kraman mahi / 

vipradinam hi varnanarh sarvesam athava hita // 

Different colours of the earth are allocated to different 
classes, i.e., the white to Brahmana , the red to Ksatriya , 
the yellow to Vaisya and the black to Sudra. 

Herein, the word ‘Pita’ means yellow colour. A number 
of books quote the word as ‘Pita’ without looking into its 
meaning. But this is an error. We are familiar with white, 
red and black coloured land. But nowhere in the world do 
we see yellow coloured land. This is because the word ‘ Pita ', 
somewhere in the past, was mis-spelt, and this continued. 

The author of the Muhurta-marthanda has clearly said 


* Translated into English from Telugu by M.N. Subba Rao. 

** Door No. 3-353. Vidyalaksmipuram, 4th Cross. Bapatla-522101 (A.P.) 
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‘Kapittha’ which means brown colour: 

TrfT I 

(Muh. Mar, 6.2, p. 83) 

sveta rakta kaplta krsna vasudhah / 

we find brown colour soil on the banks of the river Yamuna 
near Delhi. If the sand of the river is dried in the sunlight, 
it gets a brown colour. White and red coloured sand is not 
to be found. So the word ‘pita* is incorrect, and the reading 
should be 'kapittha '. Such mistakes are carried in books 
due to poor knowledge of Sanskrit. Many so-called Vastu 
pandits criticised these colours of the soil as absurd. I 
request all such scholars to correct such incorrect ( asuddha ) 
words. 


Types of Sariku-sthapana 

There are three types of Sariku-sthapana, one each lor 
Deva, Manava and Raksasa. The North-East corner is 
allotted to Devas (temples); the South-West corner is best 
for Demons (raksasdnam tu nairrtyam ), although this race 
is not in existence. But we find some people conducting 
it in the South-West also in some parts of Andhra Pradesh. 

The South-East ( agneyam .) is allowed for men (human 
beings) as the best for Sanku-sthapana in all Vastu works. 
Thus, the Brhat-samhita says: 


TJcfr cfitut T£3Tf f^TcTT 

TRcSirGTT: II 

{Brh. Sam 53.112) 

daksirta purva kone krtva pujam sildm rajaset prathamani / 
sesah pradaksinena stambhas caivarh samutthdpyah // 


It means the South-East is first selected for Sahku- 
sthapana, in the case of human beings. Kasyapa has also 
approved it. Bhattotpala opines that the North-East is best 
for Sthapatis. 

But all people now conduct it in the North-East. It has 
gained good following. But as per the above sloka, Sahku- 
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sthapana is to be done in the South-East (daksina-purva- 
kone). The classical texts like the Dharmasindhu, the 
Nirnayasindhu, the Krsna-vastu, the Samarangana- 
sutradhara and the Brhat-samhita have said that 
Sankusthapana is to be done in the South-East. But in 
practice, this has been overlooked. 

Flooring Levels in Houses 

The height of the basement in all directions should be 
equal. The heights of the room in the buildings should also 
be equal. The ground in the compound should be higher 
in the South and the West than in the North and the East. 
But, this principle is not applicable to the main building 
on any side. Contrary to this, the Vastu pandits are 
preaching that the flooring should slope towards North- 
East in each room of the building. 

The study of Vastu texts available in Sanskrit will 
enlighten the readers the value of the treasure handed 
down by our ancient Rishis for the better and overall 
welfare of the society. 


Indian Architecture 


Dr. S.R.N. Murthy, Ph.D.* 


Introduction 

Before the discovery of the Indus Valley Civilisation, i.e., 
prior to 1930 A.D., there was a belief that the Indians were 
ignorant of the science of architecture (Seshadri, 1962). 
However, the town planning, residential house construc¬ 
tion and great bath and other structures of the Indus 
Valley brought to light that the people of this civilisation 
knew as much of civil engineering as their counterparts in 
the West like Greeks and Romans. This idea was given a 
fillip when in 1934 a text in Sanskrit called the Manasara 
was discovered by Ramaraj who published an article on 
that work. Later the architectural information of that book 
was brought out by P.K. Acharya in 1943. This set at rest 
the erroneous opinion that Indians were ignorant of this 
science. 

Many Sanskrit texts have come to be known to deal with 
the science of architecture. In Sanskrit the science of 
architecture and that of sculpture are not separated; and 
they are dealt with under the common title Vasta-Silpa. 
Amongst the numerous texts, mention may be made of the 
Sanatkumdra-Vdstu-sdstra , the Mayamata , the 
Manusydlaya-candrikd, the Amsubobhinu the Vastu-vidyd 
the Suprabhedagama , the Brhat-samhitd , the Silpa- 
ratnakara , the Abhilasita-cintamanu the Samarangana 
sutradhara , the Kasyapa-silpa, the Tantra-samuccaya, the 
Amsumad-bhedagama, the Vdstu-ratndvalu the Karri' a 
gama, the Pratimalaksana, the Pratimd-mdna-laksana, e 
Rupa-mandana, the Vdstu-mandana, etc. 

According to the Visvakarma-Vdstiisdstra, the celestia 
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architect got the thorough knowledge of this science from 
Lord Sambhu. The Aparajitaprccha of Bhuvanadeva (13th 
century a.d.) speaks of this lore as the gift of the celestial 
tree ( kalpataru ). Another version of this work of Visvakarman 
mentions the succession of teachers from Lord Sambhu as 
follows: Parasara, Brhadratha and Visvakarman (Bhat, 
1986). According to Venkoba Rao (1959), the science of 
architecture was revealed by Brahma , Visnu and Mahesvara 
to Indra, Brhaspati and Narada. Further, he mentioned 
that, according to the Matsya-purdna, there were eighteen 
sages who have taught this science and include the names 
of Bhrgu, Vasistha, Visvakarma, Yama, Narada, Anagnacit, 
Visalaksa, Purandara, Brahma, Kumara, Nandi, Isa, 
Saunaka, Garga, Vasudeva, Sarad-dasva, Sakra and 
Brhaspati. It is also observed by him (ibid) that from the 
four facets of Brahma originated Visvakarma, Maya, Tvastr 
and Manu, who gave birth to Sthapati, Sutragrahl, VardhakI 
and Taksaka, respectively. Amongst them the Sthapati is 
the most important person who should know the Vedas 
and other sciences; Sutragrahl is sculptor, VardhakI is the 
painter, and Taksaka is the carpenter. 

Vedic Origin of Indian Architecture 

Bard of the ground is referred to as Ksetrapati in the 
He is described in the first three Rks of the Hymn 
X, .^r^daki 4. The meaning of the Ides as translated by 
Griffith (1986) is given below: 

1. We, through the Master of the Field, 

Even as through a friend, obtain 
What nourisheth our kine and steeds. 

In such may he be good to us. 

As the cow yieldeth milk, pour for us freely, 

Lord of the Field, the water that beareth sweetness. 
Distilling meath, well purified like butter, 
and let the lords of the holy Law be gracious, 
weet be the plants for us, the heavens, the waters, 
and full of sweets for us be air’s midregion. 

May the field s Lord for us be full of sweetness, 
and may we follow after him uninjured. 
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Civil Engineering and Architecture are called Vastu in 
Sanskrit, since it is mentioned in the Vedas that the eight 
Vasus, viz., Agni, Prthivi, Anariksa, Aditya, Dyaus, 
Candrama and Naksatras are held by the ground. Hence 
the earth is also called Vasundhard (Murthy, 1994-a). The 
lord of such a ground is addressed as Vastospati. Vastospati 
has been addressed by the sages by the three Rks forming 
the Hymn 54 of the 7th Mandala of the Rgveda, as also 
by the first Rk of the next Hymn. The English rendering 
of the Rks is given below, as per Griffith (ibid): 

1. Acknowledge us, O Guardian of the Homestead: bring 

no disease, and give us happy entrance. 

Whatever we ask of thee, be pleased to grant it, and 
prosper thou quadrupeds and bipeds. 

2. Protector of Home, be our promoter; increase our 

wealth in kine and steeds, O Indu ! 

May we be ever-youthful in thy friendship; be pleased 
in us as in his sons a father. 

3. Through thy dear fellowship that bringeth welfare, 

may we be victors, Guardian of the Dwelling! 

Protect our happiness in rest and labour. 

Preserve us evermore, Ye Gods, with blessings. 

The first Rk of the next Hymn is: 

1. Vastospate, who killest all disease and wearest every 
form, 

Be an auspicious Friend to us. 


These mantras are being recited even to this day in every 
civil work specially in the entry of a newly construe e 
dwelling called Grha-pravesa. Employment of these ^ cs is 
itself self-evident, requesting the Lord of the Groun an 
the Guardian of the Homestead for prosperity and appi 
ness. 


Origin and Description of Vastu-purusa 

According to Bhat (ibid): ‘There was, it is said, some Being 
which obstructed the earth and the sky with its body. The 
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gods suddenly caught hold of it and laid it upside down. 
Whichever limbs were held by different gods and those very 
gods as their presiding deities. The creator ordained that 
being to be the House-god of the nature of gods.” 

Hence, the ground for civil construction is given to be 
divided into 81 parts by drawing 10 lines from east to west 
and 10 lines from north to south in which Vastu-mandala 
deities are installed. In addition to the above, the deities 
of the Sarvatobhadra-mandala are also established and 
worshipped duly after performing what are called 
Raksoghna-santi and Vdstu-homa before entering the dwell¬ 
ing place. (For the description of the Vastu-mandala- 
devatas, Bhat [ibid] may be referred to.) 

The Vdstu-purusa is given to sleep during Bhadrapada, 
Asvayuja and Kartika months facing east; in Margaslrsa, 
Pausya and Magha months facing southwards; in Phalguna, 
Caitra and Vaisakha months facing west; and in Jyestha, 
Asadha and Sravana months facing north; it is advisable 
to fix doors in those specific directions respecting the 
months. 

It is also observed that a house owner wishing for 
happiness should guard very carefully Brahma - the 
central squares in the Vastu-mandala - for his affliction 
would harm the owner. 

This plan of the Vastu-mandala is applicable to all civil 
constructions, be it a dwelling house, palace, town, etc. 
The ground must be levelled for alround prosperity. East¬ 
erly raised forebodes loss of wealth and children, and 
enmity with friends; south raised gives fear to death; west 
raised indicates loss of wealth; and north raised produces 
mental affliction. 

It is also observed that flow of water must be towards 
north or east for prosperity. Situation of water sources to 
t e east is given to indicate loss of children; to south-east 
anger from fire; to south fear or enemies; to south-west 
poverty; to the north increase of wealth; and to the north¬ 
east prosperity of children. 

Location of well from the North-Eastern direction to 
northern direction clockwise is indicative of prosperity, 
good health, loss of children, death of spouse, death of 
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owner, wealth, trouble from enemies and very little 
happiness, respectively. A well in the centre of the house 
forebodes destruction of house and wealth. 

Testing of Ground and Rocks 

There are several methods reported in various texts on 
architecture for testing the ground for civil constructions 
and for employing rocks for the purposes of making idols 
as per the canons of Indian sculpture. One of the methods 
of testing the ground used to be to make a pit of suitable 
dimensions and fill it by the scouped out material. If the 
material stands excess over the pit, then it indicates 
prosperity; if it is filled just to the level of the ground it 
indicates no loss no profit; and if the pit is filled leaving 
some portion, it indicates losses. This is very clearly 
suggestive of the porosity of the ground and the density 
of the material. The denser the material, the ground 
indicated its strength to hold prosperity and civil construc¬ 
tion. It is modern and scientific. 

Another method is to put water into such a pit, when 
the water takes a circular course inside the pit. If it is 
clockwise it indicates prosperity; otherwise it is negative in 
effect. This may not stand scientific rationale. But the 
water circulation of the wind and a wind of clockwise 
circulation is desirable. Probably, this may suggest removal 
of smoke, etc., emanating from the building to outer 
atmosphere since the north-easterly or South-Westerly 
winds bringing the monsoon rains in the sub-continent 
have to do much cleansing of the atmosphere surrounding 
the constructions. This is to be noted by modern architects 
in designing houses and other buildings. 

The testing of rocks is something ingenious. They use 
to determine the nature of rocks by their acoustics or 
property of sound vibrations, at the hammer weight. Those 
rocks which gave bronze sound at the hammer weight are 
called Male; those which gave brass sound are called 
Female; and those which did not produce either sound are 
called Hermophrodite. It was also suggested that male 
rocks must be employed for sculpting male deities; female 
rocks for sculpting the female deities; and the hermophrodite 
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for constructing the base, etc. 

Highly compact rocks like some dolerites, bronzites, 
pyroxenites and peridoties as well as lamprofires give male 
sound; some of these rocks as well as dyka rocks of other 
igneous rocks produce female sound; most of the rocks 
produce neither female nor male sound and are 
hermophrodite. But it is doubtful whether sculptors of yore 
have selected their material approved as per the canons of 
Silpa, since they did not have any knowledge of petrology. 

Speaking about acoustics, it is interesting to recall here 
the compound pillars in some of the temples in South India 
producing the musical octave at hammer weight. One can 
see such pillars in the Vijaya Vitthala temples of Hampi, 
Meenakshi temple, Madurai, Sundareshwarer temple at 
Tiruchendur and other places. The compound pillars are 
made of granites and charnockites and of different girth to 
produce the correct octave. 

Speaking about the construction of temples and forts, 
the architects of yore in the subcontinent were nothing but 
experts. The plan of the temples, the spring supported 
water tanks, etc., are simply marvellous. From this point 
of view, it is easy to construct surface temples. But it is 
sometimes superb carving temples in the caves as of Ajanta 
and Ellora. The cave temples have been carved in rocks 
called basalt which are highly jointed and brittle. It is next 
to impossible to carve the cave temples with such perfect 
symmetry. There is nothing comparable to them in the 
whole world. 

The Astrological Basis of Vastu 

Just like any other science originating from the Vedas , the 
science of Vastu also bases its observations on the science 
of time, i.e., astrology. Time is the devourer of the Universe 
and the earth being a representative of the Universe, is no 
exception. Hence, any civil construction has a life period 
and it was known to the architects of yore. The life of a 
civil construction depended upon the Lagna of the foun¬ 
dation and the instalment of deity in a temple. Since the 
material of the temples is obtained from the earth which 
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is subjected to weathering and denundation incessantly, 
any construction out of the earthly material would be 
destroyed in the course of time. 

For constructing a civil building, be it a dwelling house, 
a public office, a temple, a fort, a palace, etc., It is 
suggested to commence the construction work on Wednes¬ 
day, Thursday or Friday; especially on the third, fifth, 
seventh, tenth or thirteenth day of the bright fortnight; on 
the days ruled by the stars AsvinI, RohinI, Mrgasirsa, 
Pusya, UttaraphalgunI, Hasta, Citra, Uttarasadha, Sravana 
and Uttarabhadrapada; especially in the Vrsabha, Siriiha, 
Kumbha Ascendants. Time may be Mesa, Karkataka and 
Tula also, when it will be midling. 

For locating wells and water resources, Monday, Wednes¬ 
day, Thursday and Friday are recommended identical with 
RohinI, Pusya, Magha, Hasta, Anuradha, Sravana, 
Uttarabhadrapada and Revatl. The Tithis recommended are 
Dvitlya, Trtlya, Pancaml, Saptami, DasamI and Trayo asi. 
Karkataka, Makara and Mina with the Moon, it will e a 
certain source of perennial water. Civil construction^ raay 
be undertaken during the months of Caitra, Vais i a, 
Sravana, Kartika and Magha. The solar months esa, 
Vrsabha, Karka, Siriiha, Tula, Vrscika are also recom 
mended, excepting Sunya Masa. The Lagna must have ie 
fourth and the eighth houses clear. 

The civil constructions, especially bridges, dams, ar 
rages, tanks, palatial buildings, etc., should be un er en 
commencing from a favourable Lagna. The time o oun ^ 
tion laying is the most important. Depending upon 
Lagna being strong in all respects, the construction ma y 
last long. If it is weak, then it will get destroyed ear ^' 
all the planets are favourable then the construction wi 
smoothly and get finished in time. If any of the p ane s 
adverse—if the Moon, then there wall be hardly any progress, 
if Mars, then there will be lack of attention from engineer¬ 
ing quarters; if Mercury, then the plan may e a verse, 1 
Jupiter, then shortage of wise advice; if Venus, en ac 
of funds, etc.; and if Saturn, then there will be trouble from 
labour. 

Traditionally much information is present in many 
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Sanskrit texts on Vastu for construction of dwelling houses 
and the direction in which a particular kind of room must 
be located. These facts insist on the happiness and 
prosperity that accrued by following the traditional meth¬ 
odologies. The latest methods of modern architecture do 
not yet support such traditional observations. They are 
trying new methods of construction and study must be 
done with reference to the changed conditions. In the 
absence of such information, it is advisable to follow the 
tradition. That does not mean that no change should be 
effected at all. If modern architecture takes into consider¬ 
ation the traditional data also, then it would be good. The 
modern architect should have an eye on the traditional 
information, astrology and Mantra-sastra. There is no 
doubt that modern architecture is much advanced in the 
field of construction. But it is not sure that such construc¬ 
tions ensure happiness. For example, Varahamihira (Bhat, 
1986) has made observations on the location of doors to 
dwelling houses. Accordingly, he describes that location of 
door on the east side following the first eight divisions of 
total nine divisions as per the Vastu-mandala indicate 
danger from wind, birth of daughter, immense wealth, 
royal favour, extreme wrath, falsehood, cruelty and theft, 
respectively. From this it can be seen that locating the 
eastern door in the third and the fourth divisions is 
a visable, but locating the doors to the corner and entry 
rom a side, etc., planned by modern architects go against 
e radition. If they take the above advice and plan a 
ouse on the lines suggested by tradition, it would be good 
o them as well as to society. 

Similarly, location of puja room in the north-east, bath 
tn 01 c eas ^> kitchen in the south-east, bedroom in 

L OU ’ t°d e t in the South-West, storeroom in the West, 
ca e in the North-West and treasury in the North is 
recommended. One may see the identification of these 
rooms as per the notation of the Dikpalas. That would 
rein orce and increase prosperity being added up. For 
w atever reason, if this set-up is disturbed, the head of 
the family will suffer the effects. Utility of total plinth area 
to the maximum and giving an attractive or novel look to 
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the house, etc., the most important items of modern 
architecture, should be superimposed on the traditional 
lines. This is true of a temple, a palace, a town or a nation. 

Even geologically, it is well known that the subcontinent 
of India which forms a part of the erstwhile Gondwana 
island along with Africa, Australia, South America and 
Antartica, some two hundred million years ago, has drifted 
some 9000 kms., during the above period from its original 
place to the present place moving at the rate of about 6 
cms. per year in the north-eastern direction. This is unique 
and portends a unique history of India. It may be gathered 
that even from the earliest times India is enjoying a unique 
position in world history. Its prosperity, its history, its 
spiritualism and its Vedic lore, etc., are unique of any land 
mass in the world. Even to this day it commands respect 
in the United Nations for many things. The world history 
surrounds its history and in search of India, the land 
masses of the third world were rediscovered by European 
countries. It is said ‘rediscovered’ since it was already 
discovered by Indians long back in the human history as 
per the geography given by the Sdrya-siddhanta. Its suc¬ 
cessive civilisations, its art and architecture, its spiritual 
and scientific bases, its system of education, etc., are 
incomparable. This is biggest of all democratic nations in 
the world even to this day. Such claims as have been made 
by India are hardly possible for any nation in the world. 
Should one not describe these prospects to its North- 
Easterly” movements from its original place ? (Murthy, 
1994b). 

A Critic of Erroneous Practices of Vastu 

Although the traditional school of Architecture has laid 
sound rules to be followed, the people and rulers of various 
parts in the country throughout history, have taken pride 
in flouting them as a result of which the nation has pai 
dearly. It is not known when actually the Siva-linga of 
Prabhasaksetra, i.e. Somanatha , was installed, but it was 
destroyed by invasions from abroad. The same fate over¬ 
took the Visvandtha-linga of Banaras. The present one is 
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noted to have been installed by Rani Ahalyabai. Similarly, 
numerous temples and kingdoms have been installed and 
destroyed during the course of its long history. It is 
observed that the temples and deities must be constructed 
and carved as per the directions of measurement men¬ 
tioned in the texts. Those temples or buildings, deities, 
etc., which have been constructed or carved with little 
regard to the rules are noted to destroy the nation or family 
(Iyyengaryaha, 1978). 

It must be mentioned that marble, steatite, khondalite, 
sandstone, besalt, etc., are not fit for construction of 
deities. They may be good for construction of temples. 
Since the rulers who constructed the temples of these 
rocks found nearby their capitals, they have used them for 
carving the deities also out of them, flouting the rules of 
Silpa. As a result they have met with destruction. Hence 
it is always advisable to follow the traditional principles, 
of course with superimposed modern architecture, for the 
prosperity of the people and the land. 

In this connection it is very essential to impart training 
in the study of rocks to modern Sthapatis and temple 
architects so that they may select the right rock for right 
purpose, as per Silpa Sastra. 

Conclusions 

The Indian science of architecture and sculpture is as old 
as the Rgveda. There are many treatises in Sanskrit in this 
ield. Indian architecture is unique in many respects. It is 

e best of the arts with relatively permanent basis. It has 
a ong record of observations extending over several thou¬ 
sands of years. It is suggested that the modern science of 
arc itecture should take advantage of this science exposed 
o t e branch of geology which deals with rocks, called 

petrology, for a really scientific method of practising Vastii 
the Silpa . P 
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Vastu Principles in the 
Construction of Theatres 

Dr. B.V. Venkatakrishna* 


Theatres, cinema halls and auditoriums are important 
public buildings in modem commercial society. They provide 
place for entertainment. The important facets of refined 
entertainment are literature, fine arts, music, dance and 
drama, and now, the cinema. This concept of enlightening 
entertainment and entertainment halls has been studied 
by ancient sages and prescription for Vastu-laksana have 
been specified. 

The construction of buildings is generally covered under 
the traditional disciplines or Vastu Sastra and Silpa Sastra. 
The tradition records about eighteen schools of Vastu 
thought attributed to the following sages: Bhrgu, Atri, 
Vasistha, Visvakarma, Narada, Nagnajit, Maya, Visalaksa, 
Purandara, Brahma, KumaraswamI, Nandlsa, Saunaka, 
Bharga, Vasudeva, Aniruddha, Sukra and Brhaspati. 

The concepts of Vastu are based on the Vedic truth that 
the whole creation analysed from the aspect of the Five 
Elements, called the PancaMahdbhutas , viz., Earth ( prthivi ), 
Water (apahj. Fire Uejas), Air (udyu), and Space or Ether 
(a/casa), has an interactive influence on the human beings, 

- >Se cons htution is made up of these same 

anca Mahabutas. The external physical buildings and 
a ure in e orm of land exerts an influence (a natural 
orce) which can be reoriented for the benefit of the 
individual. It is similar to the harnessing of any other 
na ura energies like the wind energy and solar energy and 
tidal forces for the benefit of the mankind. The authors of 
Vastu Sastras recommend the building plans to suit the 
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individual using it, for the maximisation of benefit from 
these natural forces, eternally in operation. 

Natya Sastra is a classical text authored by sage Bharata 
(2nd cent, b.c.) consolidating the principles of earlier 
works, right from the Vedic times. In the second and third 
chapters of the Natyasastra, Bharata details the Vastu of 
the entertainment hall [ndt.ya.grha. or preksagrha ), an equiva¬ 
lent for today’s theatre, auditorium or cinema hall, offering 
public entertainment: 
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The salient features to be noted from the bulk of about 
two hundred Sanskrit slokas in the text are the following: 

Sage Bharata, following Visvakarma, feels a need To 
record the Vastu details exclusively for an entertainment 
hall in contrast to the standard prevalent concept of 
uniform Vastu rules for all types of constructions. This 
establishes the need to study the Vastu requirement based 
on the purpose of the building, in a specialised way. For 
example, a temple is also a public building, but the 
purpose is to sustain and support Dharma and reduce 
Kama . In contrast, an entertainment hall is a public 
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building wherein the purpose is to cater to emotional 
appetite and provide an opportunity for healthy 
entertainment. 

As early as the 13th century a.d., the Vastu tradition for 
entertainment halls seem to have been lost. Probably the 
permanent structure type of entertainment halls were 
merged into the palace construction or temple construc¬ 
tion. As a matter of historical fact and interest, this period 
of Circa 13th century a.d. is characterised by the following: 

1. The rise of the Vedanta schools which condemned 
and neglected worldly pleasures and family life, which 
is a necessary condition for fine arts to flourish; 

2. The dawnfall of the classical Sanskrit literature due 
to its confinement in the house of scholars and kings’ 
courts, leading to awe and alienation from the masses; 

3. The severity of the religious rules from Smrtis and 
Nibandhas on the performing artists by classifying 
them under the lowest caste grouping, leading to 
social turmoil; and 

4. The popularity of regional languages on the rise and 
downgrading the standards of entertainment values. 
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The entertainment hall is a place where people of 
different age groups, sex, temperament and disposition sit 
together and watch the performance. They open up totally 
to the presentation in the most receptive way. The time for 
which they sit together in the hall is a short duration 
(relatively). This short duration of staying together, yet not 
inter-acting, but open to the same influence, is a unique 
feature which normally does not happen in other places or 
other activities. The experience of the act of entertainment 
has a long influence on the mind of the spectator audience 
in the shortest duration in a subtle, yet irresistible, way. 
This influence is technically called ‘ Kanta-sammita upadesa 
- similar to the persuasive advice of the beloved, and it 
moulds the behaviour, character, personality, actions, 
traits, value standards, culture and language usage, eti¬ 
quette and behavioural patterns of individuals as well as 
of society. The Vdstu of the entertainment hall, therefore, 
should be so powerful as to promote healthy development 
of these aspects and deter negative aspects. 

The Vastu of the entertainment hall should be so 
selected that it brings healthy entertainment to the min 
and not cause excitement only to lead one to an evil P a ^- 

According to the traditional concepts, the theatre, tec 
nically called the Natyaranga , and the act of entertainmen 
(natya-prayoga) are closely comparable to the Vedic sac 
rifice. The sage Bharata calls Natya Sastra as the Filth 
Veda ( pancama-veda ), which has been extracted from e 
four Vedas; the act of entertainment (natya) is ca e a 
sacrifice (yajna). The divinity is infused into every ac o 
entertainment. The goals of life (purusartha) are integra e 
into the act of entertainment hall. Thus, the remova o 
vulgarity and downfall on the path of entertainmen are 
arrested. The deterrent on production and performance o 
vulgar entertainment in public to cater to the baser nee 
of the audience are thus introduced in the section o as u. 
The responses of the inner soul and sensitivity o tie mine 
for nobler aspects of life are points ol consideration lere. 
Imagine your own experience and inner feelings if you were 
to see an obscene movie in a temple complex! This is t e 
influence attributable to Vdstu clearly. 
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Unlike places like a house, temple and business centre 
wherein one primary activity in relation to a set of people 
can be reasonably limited for consideration, the entertain¬ 
ment hall has a different condition. The situation here is 
dynamic. It is a continuum. The audience change; the 
performers and the performance change. Thus, the Vastu 
of the entertainment hall should be resilient enough for 
this dynamism. After each performance there is a need to 
reset the conditions for the next performance. (Shall we call 
this the upkeep of the Vastu conditions and power of 
Vastu!) While the physical cleansing and seating arrange¬ 
ments refer to the external environment, a different pro¬ 
cedure to reset the subtle ( suksma ) environment is also 
recommended. This is technically called the Nandi, the 
prelude. 

This act of Nandi is supposed to be performed before the 
commencement of each act of performance for entertain¬ 
ment in order to please the deities in charge of the 
entertainment hall. Great significance is attached to the 
performance of these Purva-ranga activities, i.e., acts prior 
to the actual commencement of the performance. 

The Vastu for the entertainment halls is considered in 
two parts; the preconstruction stage for the auditorium, 
and the post-construction and before the use of the 
auditorium for the first time. 

One can make a study of the religious performances 
prescribed for the Natyagrha and the Grha-vastu as a 
matter of importance and notice the subtle differences like 
the three days’ stay, the sacrifice, the bali, etc. 

As times have changed the constructional technology, 
the entertainment technology and the needs of the society 
also have undergone drastic changes. The concept of mass 
entertainment at the theatre is loosing ground on the 
onslaught of satellite technology; the present concept is 
mass entertainment in the privacy of the house. But the 
function of the entertainment halls in the society also has 
not changed. Thus, it is a need of the present hour to take 
up Vastu studies from the basics with a specific reference 
to the entertainment aspect. It is vital that this study 
should also aim at the arresting of the trends of 



vAstu principles in the construction OF THEATRES 213 

entertainment degenerating into cheap excitement instead 
of enlightenment and education. This calls for a dedicated 
research type of study, afresh, as the present Vastu 
practitioners seem to extend the Grha-Vastu concepts 
beyond the purview of its limits, not giving due importance 
to the purpose aspect of Vastu. The other dimension of this 
is that in house- Vastu, specific considerations for the 
entertainment hall also should be considered appropriately 
keeping the present needs in mind. In closing, I wish to 
mention that other traditional disciplines of Arthasastra 
and Kamasastra make references to the planning of such 
entertainment halls for masses (as a part of the town 
planning) and the planning of the palace for a king. The 
study of the existing palaces and historical entertainment 
halls will yield valuable clues for the tradition of Vastu 
prevalent in ancient India. 


Vastu Sastra and Ancient 
Temples (With Special 
Reference to Temples in 
Karnataka) 

M.N. Prabhakar* 


The etymology of the word ‘ Vastu is as follows: 

■BTHfcT wf&Ffr^fcT I 

vasanti pranino’treti vastupadavyutpattih / 

This is explained in the Mayamata in two stages: 

amartyas caiva martyas ca yatra yatra vasanti hi tad 

vastv iti matam / 

The place where the immortals and mortals live is called 
Vastu (‘3TRJ), i.e., the dwelling site’; and 

■yiUKKifn crr^jpi i 

prdsadddmi vastuni vastutvad vastusamsraydt / 

The dwelling is the structure proper erected above the 
dwelling site, hence called Vastu 

Thus, the word ‘ Vastu' includes both the dwelling and 
the dwelling site. 

The word 'Silpa' is defined as follows: 

SJTcfr: TdfUmSTRckUcfc 4 | d PtfcT I 
‘sil samadhau' iti dhatoh manassamddhdnakdrakam 

vastujdtam iti / 


* Deputy Manager, State Bank of Mysore, Fort Area, K.R. Road, Bangalore. 
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PrasacLa , pratima, drama, grha, vapi, etc., and their 
construction are included under Silpa Sastra, according to 
ancient seers: 

-SHT dP^eM Wfii tT^rtJpiT: || 
prdsddapratimdrdmagrhavdpyadisamskrtih / 
kathita yatra tac chilpasastram uktarh maharsibhih // 

Prasada and its construction is dealt with in architec¬ 
ture, and Pratima is the study of iconography. The word 
‘Silpa' is often used synonymously with sculptural studies, 
but it has a different meaning altogether. Sastra and Silpa 
are the two faces of the same coin; the former represents 
theory and the latter refers to the practice or technique. 
This is evident in Bharata’s Natyasastra: 

■hc^ii^tsPh^h ucJP'ic'qycpicLHj 

sanjasdstrarthasampannarh sarvasilpapravartakam / 
ndtyakhyam pancamam vedam setihasarh karomy- 

aham // 

Temple studies generally include both architecture and 
sculpture. An inscription of Kamalanarayana Basadi at 
Degave refers to Prasada-laksana and Pratima-laksana. 
These two were probably popular texts during the 11th and 
the 12th centuries a.d. in Karnataka. 

Though Vastn means all types of constructions, includ¬ 
ing palaces, public buildings, halls, tanks, etc., the major¬ 
ity of surviving structures of ancient days are temples. 
Hence Vdstu-silpa generally means the study of temple 
architectures. ‘ Devalaya Vastu! is the appropriate word to 
indicate temple and its architecture. It partly includes 
sculpture as iconographic details also form part of temple 
construction. 

Study of temple architecture began as early as in 
1828 a.d. First it was by a native scholar Ramzaz who 
served the British Government as a native judge in 
Bangalore. His work. An Essay on the Architecture of the 
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Hindus , was posthumously published in the year 1937 
a.d. His approach to the subject was with the help of Vastu 
texts. He has explained the methodology adopted by him. 
He had to collect the texts, read, collate and comprehend 
the terms and phraseology of contemporary architectural 
science. He had to collaborate with the existing edifices. 
He took the assistance of artists and philologists. His final 
task was to interpret the result in the scientific and 
technical language of the West. James Fergusson was the 
next scholar who made a comprehensive approach towards 
the architecture of India. He neither used the Vastu texts 
nor visited the temples in person. According to him, 
chisels of the sculptors are more to be twisted than the 
pens of the scholars. The assistance he received in 
understanding the texts was not encouraging. Stella 
Kramritch attempted on the ‘Hindu Temple’ based on the 
available Vastu texts. Though it is a massive work on the 
subject, she failed to create a new vision for fresher 
studies. 

A systematic study of temples essentially include origin 
and evolution of temple structures, differentiation of tra¬ 
ditions and styles, ornamentation and its archaic types, 
etc. Any hypothetical study without clearcut vision in these 
aspects will certainly be incomplete. 

The majority of Vastu texts are often sectarian in their 
presentation dubbed with theological aspects. Study of one 
or two texts will not yield expected result at a stretch. A 
comprehensive look observing essential characteristic 
features from various texts may pave the way for a 
systematic study. This paper is an attempt in that direction, 
selecting some primary aspects with relevant references 
picked from Karnataka. 

Man is seen living under the rock shelters and in caves, 
when traced back to the down of civilization or even to the 
much earlier period. It fulfilled the basic necessity of 
shelter. When he started believing the existence of God, 
he often housed his favourite gods and goddesses in the 
same cave structures. Thus, cave temples came into 
existence. 

Cave temples are of two types: natural and manmade. 
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Ponca Pandava Lingers at Candravalli near Chitradurga are 
rock sheltered. Gavi Garigadharesvara temple at Sivagange 
near Tamkar is under a huge rock with door frame and 
pillared Mandapa structure added during Hoysala times. 
Hidambesvara, Phalgunesvara, Sampige Siddhesvara were 
under rock shelters earlier. Temple constructions were 
added later on. The Badami caves were made are dated to 
sixth century a.d., according to the inscriptional evidence. 
Vastu texts have no reference to cave structures, but they 
speak about independent structures. 

“Prapa!' is the simplest, elementary, independent struc¬ 
ture, according to Vastu texts, which fulfils the basic 
necessity of shelter. The Kamikagama identifies it as 
follows: 3TFBaifcci TTT HTT TPlt ^ Tvgy; (Acchaditam prapa 
nama prastarcuii catra mandapah). Prapa is that which has 
its top covered. The etymology of the word indicates the 
protection or shelter it provides. 'TT ’ (Pa rciksane). The 
word is also defined as ‘‘irfTTvTPTi w” (Prapibanty asyarh 
prapa). It refers to the place which provides water for 
drinking. It is often noticed in Kannada inscriptions. It is 
used synonymously with the word Aravattige , a roadside 
shelter which provides rest for short period and water for 
drinking. The word Aravattige is derived from the Sanskrit 
word Ardrapattika. The word Prapa appears together with 
the word ‘Paniyasalika’ in the Namalinganusasana W 
(Prapa paniyasalika). M.M. Ganapati Sastry 
adds in his notes “w (Prapa dvyarthah. 

panlyasaldyarn) , thereby indicating the next stage of Prapa 
as Panlyasala The structure of Prapa is described in the 
Manas dr a as: 

amen- vi^eivi ^ rEf 

adhisthanarh vina kuryqj janmadi prastardntakam / 

athava padavarhsarh ca samyuktam tat prapdngakam// 

Prapa is also known as Prapanga. It is without 
Adhisthdna, It is raised above the foundation. The topmost 
member of the foundation is Homa. Khatapada or 
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Homastambhas are pegged in the Homa structure. These 
pillars may be wooden or of bamboo with thatched coconut 
leaves stretched to cover the top. The whole structure may 
be made out of stone. Thus the description available is 
about the structure that provides shelter. Some scholars 
are of the opinion that the word Prapa used to mean 
Aravattige or Ardrapattika is a later concept. 

Northern school of Vastu texts describe Catuska, which 
shows closer affinity to Prapa . Catuska is four pillared: 

(Catuskam ca catuhstambhaih) . It may be an 
independent structure also. It stands in between Prapa and 
Mandapa. Catuska gained importance when it occupied 
central portion in structures, especially Sabha, which will 
be described later. Catuska may be opened or closed. When 
closed it is covered by Bhitti on all the sides. The Mandapa 
structure that is seen in Puskarinl in Mahakuta, the Nandi 
Mandapa in Jyotirlinga group of temples at Aihole are to 
be identified as Catuska. Though these structures are 
generally called Mandapas , they are Catuskas, the early 
phase in the development of structures; the Prastara above 
the pillars is not fully evolved. 

Mandapa is next to Catuska. The Mayamata defines it 
as: MIcTlRi [Mandarh subhusanam tarn 

padti mandapam isyate). Mandapa is that which protects 
the decoration. While describing Mandapa the basic aspect 
of Vastu, i.e. providing shelter or protection to living beings 
is lost as it protects decoration. The structure of Mandapa 
is known as Triuarga. Adhisthana, Pada and Prastara are 
the three elevational parts noticed: 

panktitrayasamayuktam kalas tambhasamanvitam/ 

adhisthanadi mancakhyam vargatrayasamanvitam // 

This explanation of the text is supported by the fact that 
Raurauagama lays emphasis upon the decorated aspect of 
the Mandapa, i.e. Kalastambha. Hence the role of pillars 
is known as the main feature of the Mandapa structure. 
Protection of decorative aspect means, protection of deco- 
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rative pillars of the Mandapa. 

The growth and development of Mandapa structure, 
further, is in two directions, vertical and horizontal. The 
same is known as Urdhva-krama and Tiryak-krama , 
respectively. In the Urdhvakrama, Caturvarga structure is 
known as Lupakara , Pancavarga is Sabha and Sadvarga 
is Vimana. The details regarding ancient Lupa and Sabha 
structures are irretrievably lost and presently available 
features are also scattered. By virtue of the textual 
explanation Lupa is identified as Caturvarga . The Ajitagama 
explains Sabha as Pancavarga, but the description is 
totally lost. 

Adhisthana, Pada, Silchara and Stupl are the four 
elevational parts of Lupa structure. The Kasyapasilpa, 
while explaining Ekabhumi-vimana describes Sarvakamika 
variety with Caturvarga. It is peculiarly included instead of 
Sadvarga form: 

wwit cj ozrtaryr shmhhj 

uttuhge saptabhage tu vyomarhsam dharatalam / 

paksarhsarh padatuhgarh tu sikharoccarh gunamsakam/ 

stupyutsedham tathailcamsam etat syat sarvakamikam // 

Lupa temples have sloppy roof which is the Silchara 
portion. They are found in western coastal area. Such 
temples with modern terminology are built even today in 
Kerala region. The Sikhara portion is mostly made of 
wooden structure. 

Sabha is known as Pancavarga structure according to 
southern texts wherein the description is not available. 
Northern texts like the Aparajita-prccha and the 
Samardhgana-sutradhdra, however, have descriptions ol 
Sabha. Before the temples took a definite shape, public 
buildings were utilised to house gods and goddesses, and 
Sabha is one such structure which is evident from Ladhkhan 
structure of Aihole. This temple has stood as a landmark 
in Karnataka in the origin and development of temple 
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structure. 

The word Sabhd may be traced to the Vedic days. It 
refers to a body of learned, who assisted in local admin¬ 
istration: «fafaMi=Tcri [Sabhd ca md 

samitis cavatam prqjapater duhitarau samvidhdne). Sabhd 
and Samiti are symbolically represented as daughters of 
Prajapati, according to the Atharvaveda (7.12.1). The word 
Sabhd is derived as follows: 'Hid) fa (Samyak bhdKti 

sabhd). ‘ht’ means ‘to shine’, and Sabhd refers to the 
shining body. The Paraskara Grhyasutra explains it as W 
*pf°T *lld)fa TPTT ( Saha dharmena sadbhirva bhddti 

sabhd). Maintenance of Dharma was the main role of 
Sabhd The word that was used earlier to mean body of 
elders and learned was later on applied to the place where 
they used to assemble to discuss. Thus, the place, building 
or structure came to be known as Sabhd These elders and 
learned scholars were called as Mahajanas according to the 
Samardhganas uiradhdra. It links Mahajanas with Sabhd 
TSJTT *T>TT *TT ^f*RfT WcTT (Channam 
bhavenmahdjanasya sthanam sabhd yd kathita soldi). Two 
inscriptions found in the temple of Ladhkhan at Aihole 
mention Aryapura 500, a group of selected leameds to 
whom donations are made according to inscriptions. These 
Aryapura 500 are believed to be Mahajanas of Aihole. These 
inscriptions are assigned to the 8th century a.d. 

The structure of Sabha as explained in the Aparajila- 
prcchd is as follows: 

MSETMLI^^^TUI YtatT: II 

UMRsWIrlT 

caturasnkrte ksetre dvirastapadabhdjite / 
madhyamapadacatuskena catusko’linda sesatah // 
nandd ndma samdkhydtd saruakamaphalapradd / 
catuske bhadravistdra eko bhdgas ca nirgamah // 

Catuska occupies the centred portion of Sabhd It is 
surrounded by Alinda. It will have a Nirgama entrance on 
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one side. 

Ladhkhan temple is a larger structure with four massive 
pillars in the middle to form a Catuska. It is, surrounded 
by Alinda in two stages. The pillars of outer Alinda are 
smaller than those of the inner Alinda. The sloppy roof 
extends over the Alinda structure. The outer pillars are 
inter-connected by Bhitti-pdlaka or Jalandra. Kudya- 
stambhas are seen at the comer. Mukhamandapa with 
Kaksasana is seen in front which provides entrance through 
Sopana or steps. 

Vimdna is known as Sadvarga structure and the south¬ 
ern texts describe the temples as Sadvarga Devalaya. The 
Samurtdrcanddhikarana explains the same, thus: 

3lfagR TlKcpf : ' UWU*V3chT<fa 1 

g j piwi ilRehlfifa: II 

vimandnam ca sarvesam samanyam idam ucyate / 
adhisthdnarh pddavargah prastaragrivakad api /sikharam 
stupika ceti sadvargah pankxrtitah / / 


The word ‘Vimdna’ is applied to mean Sikhara and above 
portion of the temple by some scholars. However, it is 
evident from the above that it refers to the structure from 
bottom to top in Sadvarga structures. 

The southern texts usually refer to Garbhagrha as 
Vimdna, whereas the northern texts identify them as a 
Prdsdda. Several scholars name them as southern Vimdna 
and northern Prasada, respectively. Vimdna is pyramidical 
and Prdsdda is curvilinear in outline. The Sadvargas of e 
Vimdna are Adhisthdna, Pada, Prastara, Kantha, Sik a 
and StupL A simple Vimdna structure with Adhisfhana, 
Bhitti, Prastara, Kantha and Sikhara is seen e ® e 
Ravalphadi cave at Aihole. It is in a very crude form- ® 
date of the structure is uncertain. However, . •| xu ^ 
forms excluding Stupi may be traced from this very s p 

structure. _ , j 

Sadvarga Vimdna is further developed into Dvitcda ana 
Triiala Vimdna adding Pada and Prastara for each Tala or 
BhumL The Mdnasara restricts the number of Bhumis to 
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twelve: NIK ( Ekabhumivimanddi 

ravibhumyavasanakam). The Kdmikdgama and the 
Kasyapasilpa extend them upto sixteen: TTSTFRI ^Hhi 

3rq 4 - 04 cl (Ekadi sodasantam bhuminam krama ucyate). The 
Kdmikdgama explains another Astavarga structure with 
Masuraka, Jangha, Kapota, Sikhara, Kantha (Gala), 
Amalasara, Kumbha and Sula as its elevational parts: 

TJeT TRJTcF ^TfT 'TTcTR^I 

^3^ ■cimdtm'Jiiycut: II 

mulam masurakam jangha kapotam sikhararh galam / 

urdhvam cdmalasarendstavargah. kumbhasulayuk // 

Astavarga described above are of a northern structure, 
i.e., a curvilinear Sikhara. The Kdmikdgama, though a text 
of the southern school, has given the details of the 
northern structure. It may be inferred from this that the 
text was compiled when the northern school was still in 
its infant stage, and had not developed its other styles or 
variants. There are several curvilinear Sikhara models at 
Aihole, Mahakiita and Pattadakal. Tarabasappanagudi, 
Huccappayyuna Malla, Aihole, Sahgamesvara, Papanatha 
and Kashi Visvesvara temples at Pattadakal are important 
curvilinear Sikhara forms in Karnataka. The earliest 
representative of this model is Parasurdmesvara temple at 
Bhuvaneshvar. Based on the location, it was known as 

aihga style. Temples of Karnataka succeed this structure 
and hence are known to belong to Kalihga style with 
regional variations. 

Kolalu inscription of Ballary district mentions four dif- 
erent temple styles: Nagara, Dravida, Vesara and Kalihga. 
the inscription is assigned to the 12th century a.d. on the 
basis of paleographic evidence. These styles existed during 

e reign of Badami Calukyas. Kalihga style has already 
been noticed. 

The other three styles belong to southern school 
represented by several structures during the same period 
of Badami Calukyas. Mahakutesvara and Mallikaijuna 
temples at Mahakuta belong to Dravida style with hexogonal 
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Sikhara. Virupaksa and Vijayesvara temples of Pattadakal 
have square Sikhara, hence called Nagara style. Mallilcarjuna 
temple of Pattadakal is a unique representative of Vesara 
style with circular Sikhara. These structures mark a stage 
in the study of temples, where they have attained a definite 
shape in Urdhvakrama. 

Development of structures in horizontal direction or 
Tiryakkrama has not moved in a straight line and hence 
its assumptions are from different angles, unlike formation 
of Sadvarga in Urdhvakrama. These explanations and 
hypothetical pictures presented, though based on textual 
knowledge, still requires sanction from Vdstu-sdstras for 
the order in which they have been described. 

To begin with, the four types of Mandapa structures that 
are added to Garbha Grha, one by one, is explained: 

TT2JTI 

mukhamandapamadau ta pratimamandaparh tatha / 

snapanartham trtlyarh ta nrtydrtham ca catustayam / / 

The first annexed structure is Mukhamandapa ; it is also 
known as Antarala or Ardhamandapa , when it is sur¬ 
rounded by further structures: 

karayed antaralarh va madhye mandapasadmanoh / 

Next is Pratima-mandapa ; it is also named as Navarahga 
or Navakhanda. It is usually with nine Ahganas and 
sixteen pillars: 

mh, I 

navahgaih navarahgam natyartham nrtyamandapam / 

Navarahga will have a raised platform in the middle and 
sid e-Ahganas are often utilised to house Parivara-devatas 
and hence called Pratimamandapa. 

Though the Kasyapasilpa speaks of Snapana-mandapa , 
it is conspicuously absent in several temples. Hence 
Navarahga is immediately followed Natya-mandapa or 
Natyasala. Navarahga and Natyasala will have entrance 
from east, adding Mukhamandapa structure to it. 
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Mukhamandapas are sometimes added to its North and 
South portions also depending upon size of the temple. 
These are the common features of Tiryakkrama. 

Now, the growth and developmental aspects may briefly 
be analysed step by step under the following captions: 
Garbhagrha, Ekdlinda, Alinda /Ekasala, and Dvisala. 

(a) Garbhagrha: Garbhagrha itself fulfils the purpose of 

a temple. The annexures are only supplementary in nature 
and their presence is not out of necessity. The temple may 
be without annexures also. The Padmasamhita explains 
the temple structure as one built like a chariot: 
WqPdpHKdi (Arabheta sthapatibhis sakarh 

rathakrdalayam). Ratha consists of a single cell which 
represents Garbhagrha to house the sacred idol, i.e., 
Carabera, surmounted by lofty Sikhara like structure. A 
simple curvilinear structure situated in front of 
Hucchappayya Matha at Aihole is another example. A 
catuska with the top covered when used for the purpose 
of a temple serves as Garbhagrha ; this structure is known 
as Dhruva' when no annexures are added to it. 

(b) Ekalinda: The structure that was noticed earlier 
beside Ravalphade cave at Aihole had Garbhagrha with 

our pillared porch or Mukhamandapa. There is also 
another flat-roofed sanctuary with an adjoining four-pillared 
porch in the same location. Scholars have identified similar 
structures from the Gupta period. These are known as 

Pir^ n ^ a raCan ^* P orc ^ or Mukhamandapa represents 
ainda. Similar structures are also seen at Mahakuta 
W curvilinear Sikhara. Sahgamesuara temple structure 
is with a Garbhagrha and a porch. The porch is provided 
_3fk? asa na. The Manasollasa has described four types 
o kdlinda-racana of which Purvalinda is of common 
occurrence: 

dhruvam hmam alindena purvalindam tu dhdnyakarn / 
jayarh syad daksindlindam pascalindarh khararh bhavet / 
durmukham cottaralindam ekdlindarh caturgrham / / 
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(c) Alinda/Ekasala: When Alinda is situated on ail the 
four sides it is known as ‘Vijaya’: •h4o1s(c1'< TJT 
(Sarvato’lindasarhyuktam. vijayam gehcun uttman). Such a 
temple structure is a rare occurrence. However, presence 
of Alinda on the four sides leads to formation of Parikrama 
or Panbhrama. Devakosthas are also seen in this space. 

■qfrfsjflT yyhn (Alindena pariksipta sasima 

devakosthaJcam) . Ekasala consists of a Catuska in the middle 
portion surrounded by Alinda and a Mukhamandapa m 
front. This is almost a Sabha structure. Sabha is a gener 
term technically adopted by Vastu to mean specific pu ic 
place. Ekasala structure when adopted to a temp e, e 
central Catuska is covered by Bhitti and a door-frame lxe 
in the east. Alinda is also covered by Bhitti or Ja ca on 
the three sides, adding Catuska to form Mukhamm^i. 
in the east. Mukhamandapa is also provided wit i 

Kaksasana. ,.. 

(dj Dvisdla: In Dvisdla structures two Ekascdas 
added one in front and the other on the rear side. ie re 
side Catuska will be a closed structure with or 
shifted to this portion. The central Catuska remains 
Alinda to form Navarahga. The front Catuska will be 
usual entrance to the temple. Temple number a 
is a typical Dvisdla structure from the groun P * 
There are several other temple structures w ic 
evolved from Sabha or Said structures. One sue ex 
is Gaudaragude at Aihole. This has been developed oy 
reduction of Alinda space sidewards as well as in e 
portion: 

TJTH: I 

^ yTTvIT II 

puratah prsthatah parsve yadi udlindavarjita 
grhe na sasyate said devagdre tu sasyate / 

Study of ancient temples may otherwise be g^ped^n 
three phases, viz., origin and developmen o ^ofjnn 
differentiation of traditions and styles, an orname 
These phases may be broadly marked periodwise so. 
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first phase ends in the middle of Badami Calukyan period; 
the second phase stands upto the beginning of Hoysala 
period; and the last phase stays with the Vijayanagar 
period. An accurate chronological micro-treatment is very 
difficult as often builders repeat features which are no 
longer current in the chain of evolution. 

This is a broader perception developed from the study 
of Vastu Sastras in respect of the development of temple 
structure. 


Basics of Temple Interiors 

Ganapathi Kadirappa* 


In the modem world of today, knowledge of Science and 
Ndstikavdda is increasing rapidly. At the same time, the 
construction of temples, religious associations, Pithas or 
centres of spiritual teachings, and of astrology are also 
growing, as modem science can provide man only with 
physical comfort and not spiritual happiness. More and 
more people are getting interested in the scriptures and 
philosophy as they are struggling for the achievement of 


spiritual happiness and peace. 

Is Vastu Sastra necessary for the construction of Temples? 
I have studied the matter deeply and found the following 
points. There is a close relationship between the planers 
and idols according to ancient Hindu tradition. Planet 


(graha) means that which receives. Idol ( vigraha ) means 
that which transmits power that has been received from 
Graha. According to Hindu Astrology, the nine planets rule 
the eight directions. It is proved that each idol, which 
receives power from its concerned planet radiates only the 
concerned directional power. The combined power of tiie 
idol in the eight directions is called Akhildndeswan or Adi- 


para-saktL 

The shape of the Adi-para-sakti is that of an elliptical 
atom or dirghdnda-vrtta. The shape of each idol, as ruler 
of a particular direction, is that of one sub-atom. The 
rectangle and square in geometry have an important 
in Vastu Sastra. The atom-shaped ellipse can be inscribed 
in a rectangle. So the rectangle is the form of Asta-padrna 
or Octagonal lotus, and the sign of the power of eig 
directions. The square is the form of sub-atom, in e 


* Kotaburuju Village, Via.. Peapully, Dhone Taluq-51822. Kumool Dt., 
Andhra Pradesh. 
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Octagonal lotus, or asta-dala-padma and it is the sign of 
power of one direction. As per the above theory, it is proved 
that the house-site [grha-aydma ) which is the shape of the 
complete Octagonal lotus and the sign of an atom, should 
be in the form of a rectangle. The temple site [devalaya- 
dyama) which is the shape of only a petal of the Octagon 
and the sign of only a sub-atom should be in the form of 
a square. Site area or Aydma means the house-site or 
temple-site which is correctly marked as per the mariner’s 
compass. Both the sanctum sanctorum of the temple, and 
the Mandapa constructed before it, should be in the shape 
of squares. Then only does the temple completely radiate 
the sub-atom power of that direction. 

I shall discuss about the area of a temple to be 
constructed anywhere. The average height of a man is six 
feet. So the sanctum sanctorum should be in the shape 
of a square, inner length and breadth of which is six feet. 
The width of the wall of the sanctum sanctorum must be 
two feet each only, and it should be the same on all the 
four sides. When the width of the wall is two feet the outer 
measurements of the sanctum sanctorum would be 10 x 
10 feet. Wherever a temple is constructed, the construction 
o a Mandapa before the sanctum sanctorum is a must. 

not so constructed, we are not following the temple 
architecture. 


ow let us discuss about the correct inside measure- 
men s of a Mandapa. The sun’s rays fall for a period of 
six ours on each directional wall of any building. The 
sane um sanctorum that we construct faces towards one 
irec i°n only. If a direction or a side of a square is divided 
m o our equal parts, only the middle two equal parts face 
it ? mai1 ? ^ c ti°n. The other one-fourth equal parts on the 
er K S1 e become non-directional points. In the light of 
w ° Ve the inner length and breadth of the 

n . apa should be twice the outer length and breadth of 
e sane um sanctorum. For example, if the outer side of 

“ e ^ anctu V 1 sanct °rum is 10 feet, the inner side of the 
Mandapa should be 20 feet. 

From the mid-point of the face side of the sanctum 
sanctorum extend 10 feet on either side to make in the 
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inner side of the Mandapa Then the sanctum sanctorum 
faces the middle direction in the complete temple direction. 
The whole temple, i.e. the sanctum sanctorum and the 
Mandapa, should be constructed in the correct direction 
using magnetic compass. If the temple is constructed 
exactly as per the above measurements, the Sim s rays fall 


for six hours only in the Mandapa. 

To understand this formula scientifically, let us take an 
example. Sri Viranjaneya Swaml Temple is constructs m 
the southern direction. Make a small circular hole in e 
middle of the roof of the Mandapa. You can observe the 
Sun’s rays falling in the Mandapa for six hours rom 
9-00 a.m. to 3-00 p.m. only on the day, when the Sun rises 
at 6 a.m. and sets at 6 p.m. This is not possible when e 
temple is not constructed in the correct direction. e 
temple is constructed in the correct direction you can 
observe that on the above day the Sim’s rays come throug 
the hole an fall at the foot of the Western wall m e 
Mandapa exactly at 9-00 a.m. Gradually it move ^ 
reaches the South-West comer point, the South or Miacue 
point, the South-East corner point of the sanctum 
sanctorum and the foot of the East wall of the . • ( 
exactly at 10.30 a.m.; 12-00 noon; 1.30 P- 1 * 1 - 311 „ 

p.m., respectively. Exactly at 12-00 noon all the ray 
only in the Mandapa of the temple. ., H1 „ 

The idol of 6 feet height should be installed in the mid 
of the sanctun sanctorum. If the height of the o ’ 

the pedestal should be raised sufficiently to o 
height. The Dhvaja Stambha should be perpendicular 
directly opposite the idol. The base of the i ° ^ 
Dhvaja should be of equal height. At the s f™ e ^ there 
the middle point between the eyebrows of the . 
should be carved on the Dhvaja three vertical mar 
middle point between the eyebrows of a b ° wi * 1 ^\ n } „ f the 
making an angle of 22.5° with the normal sight fine of the 
idol should cut exactly the top of the Dhuq/a Th , 
height of Dhvaja is fixed. A hole should be made in 
of the Mandapa where the line of the above angle 
the roof. The middle point between ^eyebrows oflheid, 
the hole in the roof and the top of the Dhvaja should be 
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m the same line. The above angel line when extended 
should reach the top of the Kalasa the Gali-Gopuram. Thus, 
the Gali-Gopuram should be constructed at a convenient 
distance. As the earth axis makes an angle of 22 V 2 0 with 
the Sun, the small hole, the top of the Dhvaja and the top 
of the Gali-Gopuram should be in a line making an angle 
°f 22 %° with the normal sight line of the idol for the correct 
powerful radiation of the directional power. 

The idol of God enjoys sixteen phases completely when 


N 

12 NIGHT 



should*be 6 ,n^°ii S i mCted in the right direction - So the idols 
concerned dir^f 6 eJ ? ctly towards the middle point of the 
side (ascendina H° n ' + EVCn if the ido1 is stalled to the left 
direction nrtW ° f the mid -P° int of the concerned 

the right side nfth a PP ens - But is the idol is installed to 
concerned dir-J^ n ^ d 'P oint (descending direction) of the 
and the idol ha 100 instaJlati °n is completely useless 
“e Sun’s iir a t n ° f° Wer at alL In the former situation 
between the P P ° Wer reaches the middle point, 

on the Prasatln ido ^’ w bich relates its power 

direction) r ti? ad;er situation (in the descending 

midpoint T lf SUn ’ S directional power reaches thf 
mid-pomt between the eye-brows of the idol, it is of no use 
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as the idol does not radiate its power on the Prasadam. 
So all the houses and temples should be constructed in 
the correct direction by using the magnetic compass. 

The architects complete 50% of the construction of the 
temples as detailed above. The remaining 50% of the work 
should be completed by the astrologers, by fixing the 
auspicious time for laying the foundation for the construc¬ 
tion of the temple and for the installation of the idol. If the 
auspicious time is not correctly calculated, the construc¬ 
tion faces many obstacles. The donors of the temple face 
financial troubles and accidents. The devotees do not visit 
the temple regularly. God in the temple does not get the 
daily worshipping. In course of time, the temple will be 
abandoned. So, houses and temples are properly con¬ 
structed only be efficient and learned astrologers and 
architects. 

You may, please, refer to the standard sketch given 
herein. One form of God (or Goddess) is the lord of each 



petal in the Octagonal Lotus. It is proved that the mea¬ 
surements of the sanctum sanctorum and Maixdapam 
should be as stated above. As shown in the sketch all of 
the temple should be constructed in one place. In this 
temple complex, people of Vaisnava sect worship their 
favourable form of God: (1) Sri Rama; (2) Sri 
Venkatacalapati and Sun, the lords of Eastern direction; 
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(3) Sri VIrarijaneya and Arigaraka, the lords of the 
Southern direction; (4) Sri MahalaksmI and the Moon 
the rulers of the North-West direction; (5) Sesasayana. 
Jf) Snmannarayana; and (7) Sri Krsna Paramatma and 
^etu and Jupiter, the lords of the North-Eastern direction, 
these deities are worshipped in the fixed timings and the 
people receive Prasddam and thus evoke the blessings of 
he concerned lords. People worship (8) Kanaka Durga and 
enu S , rulers of the South-East direction; (9) Five-headed 
^ laC + u £° bra called Kark °taka and Rahu, lords of the 
n? U w eSt direction -- (10) Lord Siva and Saturn, lords of 
the Western direction; (11) Lord Vinayaka, VIrabhadra and 

Dhnrrrf 7 ’ ,° f Northern direction, through 'Dana, 

effect ,!fi bhl?e f a 311(1 Homa ’’ and thus Please the evil 
ines of ° rds - Thus ’ finall y- they evoke the bless- 

comfortc; r P . arasaktt ^d enjoy earthly and heavenly 

reverse of the * t0 thiS the ^ aiva sect P eo Ple do the 
comforts u • a aCt an( ^ en J°y ear thly and heavenly 

st w„X“ urr one r a i ,d i he — a ** 

God cannot 0 P th ? forms of God as any one form of 
all the Detni? Ve e l e eternal bliss. When he conquers 

Akhildnde'iiin -* 1 ^ ° cta § onal Lotus, the Jiva enters into 
Vaina£a. So it is proved that both 
forms to attrr S ^ CU U people should worship all the 
(Janma La^Z) bllSS ' ° ne ’ S 0wn birth Ascendant 

able for^erior^ etermineS whether ^ iua or Visnu is suit- 
attain earthlv- P ^ as and remedies accordingly to 

din Carthl y ^d heavenly comforts. 


Some Research Notes on 
Vastu 

Brctmha Ganapathi Kadirappa 


Arvana in Vastu 

Vastu Sastra is part and parcel of ancient astrological 
science. It is not a separate branch. The construction of 
a village (village plan) or the house must, therefore, be 
studied in relation to Astrology or in relation to the 
movements of the Sun and other planets. 

Some modern-day scholars have come out with strange 
theories saying that Grama-arvana (village plan) or Grha- 
arvana need not be observed. But this is not supported by 
Vastu principles. Ancient books of Vastu are authentic. The 
theories enunciated in them are true and applicable for all 
times. The validity of theories can be verified with actual 
experience. Stray isolated cases of experience should not 
form the basis of new theories. 

Grama-arvana (Plan of Village) 

Mark a road latitudinally from the East to the West (rq/a- 
vlthQ and mark smother road from the North to the South 
longitudinally ( uparajavithi ). The roads intersect each other 
and we get four parts of the village. The four parts are 
traditionally allotted to the four Varnas — Brahmana, 
Ksatriya, Vaisya and Sudra The Brahmana division is 
allotted to Acdryas, artists and men of intellectual calling. 
The Ksatriya division is meant for political leaders, govern¬ 
ment employees and such other men in general. In the 
Vaisya division live the merchants, industrialists and other 
business men. The Sudra division is meant for unskilled 
labourers in agriculture and industry. If men construct 
their houses in their allotted divisions, according to their 
professions, they can live in harmony and peace. This 
Grama Arvanam is scientific and conducive to the well- 
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being and development of all classes of men. But some 
scholars have missed the significance of Grama Arvana and 
their ignorance affirm that no purpose is served by Grama 
Arvana. 

Grh a-arvana 

Business shops should be arranged in the Raja-vlthl Some 
shops will face each other; some facing South and other 
facing North. Residential streets should run parallel to the 
Upa-raja-vlthu from North to South, with a distance of 132 
feet. Half of this length, i.e., upto 66 feet, will have house 
plots, which will face East and other houses will face West. 
The width of these plots will be 33 feet. Thus, the streets 
will stretch from the North to the South and the houses 
will face the East and the West in every street. 

The direction of the house of person is decided by the 
first letter of his name. There are 12 Rasis , out of which 
Mesa, Karkataka, Simha, Vrscika, Dhanus and Mina are 
opposite to the other six Rasis, viz., Tula, Makara, Kumbha, 
rsabha, Mithuna and Kanya. The lords of the first six 
sis are Mars, Moon, Sun and Jupiter belong to Guru 
the y arc friendly to one another. They are lords 
0 , e ^th 9th houses. Similarly, the lords of the 
0 er Rasis are Venus, Saturn and Mercury. These three 
p ^ncts are friendly to one another. They are known as 

a^ 1 ,^ r ^ a P^ ane ts not only in the Zodiac but also in the 
Asta-dik Cakra. 

. * s the lord of the East. So those who are born 

sirhha^vcu^f^ s hould live in houses facing East ( purva - 

iS l° rC * ^ es t- Those who are born in 

, l . ar 9 a Lagna should live in houses facing West 

[P^cima-siriiha-dvara). 

n ^ ^ as facing and the West facing doors are alone 

e M lJ J^^-dvaras, because they are in the path of Sun. 
q,. e , °f facing and the South facing doors are not 
a ~ varas * These are only side doors (parsva-dvara). 
ine lord of the East direction is the Sun, and the lord 
o e South is Mars. These two planets are friends. So 
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East Sirhha-dvara house must have the side door on South 
and also some open place in the South. The lord of the 
West is Saturn and the lord of North is Mercury. These two 
planets are friends. So the West Sirhha.-dva.ra. house must 
have the side door in the North and also some open space. 

For business shops, those who are born in Guru Varga 
Lagnas should have South facing shops and those bom in 
Sani Varga Lagnas should have North facing shops. If they 
do not follow this arrangement, and if their shops are in 
contrary directions, the good planetary results will be 
reduced by 50%, the bad effects will be aggravated by 
about 50%. This is the reason why our ancient scholars 
added Grha-arvana to Vastu texts. 

Grha-ayama 

Multiply the length of the house with the width and divide 
it by 8 (length x width + 8). If the remainder is 1 - 
Dhvqjdydma, 3 = Sirhhaydma, 5 = Vrsabhayama, 7 — 
Gqjayama; and other remainders 2, 4, 6, 8 are not goo . 
Thus, with the other multiplications and divisions we get 
Dhana, Rna, Vara, Tithi, Naksatra, Karana, Yoga and Ayus, 
called Nava Varga. 

Modern Vastu pundits, with no knowledge of astrology, 
say that there is no need for Nava Varga, Ekadasa Varga 
and Sodasa Varga, because the Aya-sadhana measures 
are different like Yard (36"), Hasta (24 ) and foot (1 ), an 

these measures changed with a change of kings an ru ers. 
So, they argue that this theory is not acceptable^ 

I reject both the traditional and modern met o s o 
Ayama. I have introduced a new method according o e 
Solar path. We construct an East facing on 

Bhumadhya Rekhd with the height of 12 feet from the floor, 
because the average height of man is 6 feet, so we 
double this measure and correct the house wit compass 
for the correct direction. We must construct t e roo a e 
height of 12 feet and put a hole in the centre of the roo . 
From the hole (gavdksa) of the roof, the solar rays enter 
the house on September 22nd, when the Sun wi ^ on 
the Bhumadhya Rekhd on that day at 12 O’clock (according 
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to L.M.T.). We must observe where the solar rays fall and 
drive a plug or nail where the solar rays fall on the floor. 

On June 22nd when the Sun will be on the Karkatalta 
Rekha, on that day at 12 O’ clock (L.M.T.) observe where 
the solar rgys fall, and drive a plug on the floor where the 
solar rays fall. If we measure the space between the two 
plugs we get 10 feet distance from the South wall. On 
December 22nd the Sun wall be on the Makara Rekha. On 
that day at 12 O’ clock (L.M.T.) observe where the solar 
rays fall and drive a plug in. We measure from the plug 
on September 22nd and we get 10 feet of space at the 
North wall; we get 20 feet distance from the June 22nd 
plug to December 22nd plug. According to this the Sun 
moves 20 feet wide in a 12 feet height house in a year. 
This is the width of the East or West facing the house. Also, 
| e ^ un moves double (40 feet) this distance from East to 
est. So the solar rays enter and touch the whole house 
within a year. This is called Krdnti-vrttam or Dikcakram and 
jointly called Ayapramanam. 

(1) According to the height of the house or the height 
° h C the length and width also increases 

or ecreases. For example, take a theatre whose internal 
l 30 feet So its len S th will be 12 : 40 : : 30 : x. 
™rtrHiT .,?? and (x) = l en gth = 1200 + 12 = 100 feet. The 
= finn^io 6 12 : 20 : : 3° : x. 12x = 600 and (x) = width 

anH ~ 33 ^eet. ^ the height is 30 feet, length 

and width will be 100 and 50 feet 

ReJchn^v?^! 11 ® t0 the distance fr om the Bhumadhya 
increase ^ ° f tde s °l ar ra ys will decrease or 

latitude of 15° an n 86 40 x 20 x 12 on the 

solar ram f n . ° , N ’ on the date of December 22nd, the 
centre nf tv, 3 ./ 11 house at 10 feet distance from the 

On June 29nH'“T* ^ tOUCh lhe ed S e of the North wall, 
the solar ra en ^ Un is on the Kafka taka Rekha, 

centre of nTi-, 3 in ^ ouse on ly 3'-5" distance from the 
this for ot 6 a use and do not touch the South wall. Like 

decreases ^ ° rdl ^ ad( ‘ ude ^e length of the solar rays 

i, S ^° l !,' d ( ° ns * 111 c t equal length house when all the 
houses will be of equal length and there will be no 
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Vithisula. There is no problem of authorised measures. 
There is no problem of short and long house. There is no 
bend of Vithi or street. 

Deciding Simhadvara and Bad Results of North-East 
(Aisanya) and North-West (Vayavya) Dvaras 

(1) The Entrance door ( Dudra ) will be exactly in the 
centre point of the temple’s width. (2) The door will be on 
the right side (ucca) from the centre point for the houses 
(facing East and West). (3) The door will be on the left of 
the centre point to the cattle sheds. By so placing these 
doors, the Dosa of walking on the Vastu-purusa-nabhi (Sri- 
cakra Sthdpana place) will be eliminated. For the cattle 
shed the Dosa of walking under Vennugadi (under the 
beam) will be eliminated. 

Modem Vastu pundits do not seem to know what the 
length of the direction and length of the “MQla” or comer 
mean or imply. They put the door in the North-East 
[aisanya) for the East facing house. But this door will give 
bad results as it is to the left of the East facing house and 
is not Ucca Sthana. The South-East ( dgneyd) will be in 
excess on the right side. The Agneya is the female or Stn- 
yqjamdnya direction. So there will be the ladies of the 
house that will dominate. Female issues will be bom. If the 
door is in the North-East, the space said to be for God will 
be spoiled. So the divine power will be reduced. Male issues 
will not be bom. 

If the door be In the South-West for a West facing house, 
men’s domination will increase. Ladies will be neglected. 
Doors in the Mula (North-East or South-West) are also not 
desirable. The main door of the house is like the mouth 
of the man. Suppose the mouth is placed on the cheek, 
instead of in the front centre of the face. Will it not cause 
much inconvenience? The toilet and bathrooms must not 
be in the North-East or the South-East for the East facing 
house. Toilet and bathrooms must not be in the South- 
West or North-West for the West facing house. They give 
ill-health and unhappy life. The excretory ( mala-mutra) 
organs are in the back portion or the lower portion of our 
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body. Similarly, the toilets and bathrooms must be in the 
South-West (i.e. in Rahus place and the place of poison) 
for a East facing house and in the North-East (i.e. Ketu's 
place and place of poison) for a West facing house. The 
drainage must be at the back portion of every house. 

Dvara-samkhya-nirnaya (Deciding the Number of 
Doors) 

There are three kinds of doors: (1) East facing door and 
West facing door; these two doors are called Simhadvafcis. 
(2) South facing door and North facing door; these two 
doors are called side doors or Pdrsvadvdrcis. (3) Internal 
doors which connect one room to another in the house, 
these are called Sandhidvdras. 

The doors which face the same direction or are in the 
same line (though there may be some hundred doors) must 
be considered as only one door. If there is a door to the 
East and another door to the South they are called two 
doors. So, San-sarhkhyd-dvdra means two directional doors, 
but not even number like 2, 4, 6, 8, 10. 
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